 


Xanadu –
Xanadu (film) , is the 1980’s American musical fantasy which was writtren by Richard Christian Danus and Marc Ried Rubel. The film was released by Universal pictures in America on August 8th , 1980. Overall the response to the film,was a box office disappointment, througout the first few showings the film received negative reviews and it was recognised by Golden Rasberry Awards for the worst film of the year. However nevertheless of the gloomy response to the film, the soundtrack on the other hand was a huge success. The soundtrack of which is by Electric light orchestra was celebrated as being magical and different. The title track Magic by Olivia Newton John was Americas/UK’s number one hit. 
The film highlights and colleberatres a storyline from the time era of the 1980s and also the 1940s. The plot of Xanadu is about a young struggling freelancing artist Sonny Malone , who has drew a picture and throws it into a mural of nine sisters , when Sonny does this it brings the sisters to life. One of the sisters Kira\Clio roller skates and bumps into Sonny on the edge of the Santa Monica Pier, stopping him from taking his life. Sonny recognises Kira and the two of them share a few words before the iconic song magic. Sonny and Kieras life’s are polar opposites he is an aspiring artist and she is a muse.

Muses \ Greek matholagy.



Each of the nine muses are daughters of Zeus the king of the gods , and the Titaness Mnemosyne. Zeus is well known for having many children of which are mothers by other than his wife. There is Hera , Zeus and Mnemosyne , a titan and an affair the end result being that Mnemosyne gave birth to all nine daughters. Zeus slept with her on nine consecutive nights and he sired nine daughters. All the sisters lived together at one point but then there location can change depending on who’s account it is. The muses live at Mount Parnassos , Mount Helicon and mount Olympus

In acient Greek religion and matholagy muses are the inspirational goddesses of science lititriture and of the arts. There are nine Greek muses these are ; Clio , Euterpe , Thalia , Melpomene 
, Terpsichore , Erato ,Urania , Polymnia and Calliope. The muses were there in Ancient Greece to protect the arts.
In Greek mythology the muses were goddesses were the daughters of Zeus and Mnemosine they all were born as nymphs that would manifest themselves upon as hone they had contact or invoked with. Muses were created to celebrate the victory of the Gods over the titans , but they soon progressed to be much more than that. All of the muses contributed into artistic development of Ancient Greece and the muses were and inspiration for many artists.
Each muses has their own individual form of knowledge and art. 

Calliope is the oldest of the sisters and holds the most status, she is the muse of epics.
Clio is the leader of the muses she is known as the muses of history.
Erato is the muse of lyrics and erotica.
Euterpe is the muse of music.
Melpomene is the muse of tragedy.
Thalia is the muse of comedy.
Terpsichore is the muse of dance.
Polymnia is the muse of poetry.
Urania is youngest of them all they are the muse of astrology.


In Acient Greece the muses are often called water nymphs. It is believed that Pegasus a winged horse in Ancient Greece touched his hooves on the ground which caused sacred springs to appear. Then these springs it is thought that then the muses were born. In this original story of the muses origin , Pegasus was later on tamed by the Greek goddess Athena who presented Him to the muses.
There are lots of different myths surrounding muses. One of these comes from metamorphoses a poem by the Roman poet Ovid. In this myth Pierus the king of Macedonia , had nine daughters each he named after the muses. Pierus strongly believed that his nine daughters were much more skilled than the muses so he challenged them to a competition. Of which this competition resulted in his daughters being turned into birds ( chattering jays .
 
Olivia newton john research !!

Olivia newton john was the star of this film and when people think of Xanadu they associate it with her. Oliva was born September 26th 1948 and sadly passed away last year in august of 2022 aged seventy three. She was a British and Australian actress , activist and singer.Olivia is mostly recognised for her role of Sandy in the 1978 adaptation of Grease the musical. This film was a huge hit nationwide and has been nominated fives times at the thirty sixth Golden Globes awards. Olivia Newton John was significantly successful in her singing , she won the Grammy awards four times. Throughout her progression of this carer she obtained fithteen top ten singles , some of these being Magic  (from the 1980 film Xanadu) , Hopelessly devoted to you (from 1978 film Grease) , Physical (1981 ) this song was her number one hit and all over the word people praised this single , I would also agree that this song in particular and many many  others are absolute bangers and I do believe that her music will go on to be played forever. 





Write about audition process , first few weeks learning lines and watching the broadway verison
Research the Xanadu musical not just the film !!!!!1




In Xanadu did Kubla Khan
A stately pleasure-dome decree:
Where Alph, the sacred river, ran
Through caverns measureless to man
   Down to a sunless sea.
So twice five miles of fertile ground
With walls and towers were girdled round;
And there were gardens bright with sinuous rills,
Where blossomed many an incense-bearing tree;
And here were forests ancient as the hills,
Enfolding sunny spots of greenery.


 
In November 2022 I found out that my End of Year musical was Xanadu. I had never heard of the musical or the film so I did some research of which is in this self reflection. As a group we started of 
This magical journey with a skate workshop a few months before our auditions. On the 18th November me and my cohort ( Darcie Cochran , Aaron Cahill , Celyn Roberts , Freya Bussy, Hannah Bianchi-Jones , Min Xiao , MJ Warren , and our amazing director Luke Hereford all embarked on a trip to Cardiff Skate School , this in all eternity itself was a great experience for us all and gave us a chance to feel what its like to skate. For me personally this day was super nostalgic as when I was younger used to do graded artistic roller skating in my hometown , Coventry. I used to go to competitions and championships and got to grade six in my training. Unfortunately after 5 years of training I had to give it up as I couldn’t afford it and also wanted to try something new. In my honest opinion doing Xanadu has made me miss roller skating so much , but this experience of doing this show has made me realise just how special it was. I cannot explain the feeling you get when you are able to achieve something you used to have great passion for. I thought when I got on the rink with my peers I would have forgotten everything and would be like Bambi on ice , however it all came back to me so naturally and when I skate it makes me feel comfortable, calm and free.

After our Christmas break it was a new year , and in January 2023 we had our Xanadu auditions. After doing my reaserch on both the show and the film , I knew I wanted the role of Kira. Upon watching different version of the show , I really enjoyed Kerry Buttlers interpretation of Kira in the 2007 broadway production of Xanadu. I feel that Kira showcaased and enraptured being a muse and her acting choices were something that definitianly Influenced my own acting choices. I was very interested in this rolebecuase of how elegant Kira is which her transitions on her skates. In my own words Kira is a triple threat, she can dance , sing and act all whilst doing so on roller skates! 
For our audtion we were asked to pick two characters who we would like to be cast as. I chose Kira muse of history and Melpomene muse of tragedy. We had to learn a scene and song for each character , for Kira this was the iconic song Magic and for Melpomene it was Evil Woman. Initially I felt more gravitated to the role of Melpomene, I know this is because the original role played by Mary Testa captivates a soulful grounded and comeadic approach to the character and this is something I wanted to portray in my audition. During this process I used Misner’s  technique Psycho physicality to have both an in inside out and outside in approach throughout the audtion this let me use my own natural impulse whilst also acknowledging the information I already know of said characters. Towards the end of this process It really clicked with me the different energy the muses in particular have. They all are extreamly diffent but are all aligned with one another and together they hold a high energy and status. Exactly one day after the audtion the cast list was out.

Cast list 

Sonny  /Darcie Elizabeth 
Kira/Clio / Cody Walkingshaw
Danny/Zeus /Aaron Cahill
Melpomene / Celyn Roberts
Calliope / Hannah Bianchi
Terpsichore / MJ Warren 
Euterpe / Freya Bussy 
Thalia / Min Xiao

Production Team
 




In the middle of January was when we started to learn singing matierial this was so that when we got into the room we would just have to put choreography with the music. We began with the big ensemble numbers and the first song I rmeber us learning was I’m Alive – the opening number of the show. This song showcases the muses and introduces all of the cast to the audience. We then went on to learning all other ensemble numbers and Kira and Sonny’s solo songs.
On February 28th  we began our first day of our rehearsal process for Xanadu , I was super exited for this whole process as it was my first leading lady role , I have always had supporting roles but never the lead so this was a huge accomplishment for me but also something I knew would have its challenges along the way. On the first day we got stuck straight into rehearsal and began with choreographing the opening ensemble number I’m Alive.For this number our choreographer Corey Mitch had visions of us sticking with Greek matholagy and doing poses that were authentic to the muses. Majority of the time I was central stage so I always picked a pose that was split central so I looked balanced. 

First day of rehsal meant first day of skating,  I’m on roller skates the whole show so it was vital that I felt confident with skating , I to the most part did feel confident but working with Corey helped me to blossom and embrace the difficulty that comes with blocking a show when on rollerskates. We started blocking my solo Magic , in all honesty I felt this very difficult because I am was used to learning routines on skates in a strict and different way with my old coach. Throughout this song I am trying to pursue Sonny Malone and I determind to do so through destiny and faith. I highlight to sonny that he “has to believe , we are magic” and that Kira can help sonny’s dreams to come true. It’s important to state that as much as this song is Kiras solo it means nothing without Sonny. In this song the connection between the two characters is electric.  In this song I have a specific track which I found very difficult to learn , I think this was because the Track I have I need to skate quite slowly as the width of the space was not that wide. I’m used to going at a fast speed and incorporating ticks and turns so this would be a not for the whole show to skate slow and steady. One of my favourite moments in this song is when I sing “ill catch you when you fall” and i literally fall into the splits.

In addition to the first week of rehearsals we continued learning our songs and scenes chronologically. The song ‘whenever your away from me’ is a showcase of kiras relationship with Danny from her past life it highlights the 1940s and also shows her relationship with the Andrew sisters and how they all sing together in tight harmony. In the middle of this song there is a scene between the two , in which it is a flashback to before the Xanadu theatre is open. The language used in this particular scene was very southern so at times I did find it rather difficult to understand what’s actually being said. A technique my director Luke taught me was to say it how you would in your own language so it would translate and make sense to you. This helped me not just for this song/scene but also for the whole musical. This being as at the beginning when we would do our first run through it was hard to say some of the words , especially the muses names. In despite of this I managed to get all their names right apart from I kept tripping up on 
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