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Lecture 9: Creating 
Presentations; PowerPoint 

and Posters
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Too much text, and too small a font size

• Aim to avoid large blocks of text in your presentation.

• Emphasize the main points.

• The “Six-by-Six” Rule.

• Use pictures- PowerPoint is multimedia!

• Use a large font…at least 24-point or more.

Beginner Motorcycles

• My personal favorite: the 

Suzuki Savage

• Light weight (~380lbs)

• Adequate power (650cc 

engine)

• Low seat height fits most 

riders

Bad Colour Choices

• Avoid loud, garish colors…dark text on light background is best.

• Avoid text colors that fade into background, i.e. blue and black

• Avoid color-blind combinations:
• Red and green

• Blue and yellow
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Overwhelming Pictures

• Use pictures, but do not let them use you.

• Keep slides SIMPLE! 
• Too much diverts audience away from content.

• Too many pictures also make saving a presentation difficult.

Racquetball Fundamentals

 2, 3, or 4 players.

 1 player serves, other “returns.”

 Only serving player can score.

 Served ball must land past serving line and cannot hit back 

wall.

 Ball can only bounce once before striking front wall…but ball 

does not have to bounce.
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Using too much slide animation

• Again, keep slides simple!

• Apply one Slide Transition style and one Animation Scheme to ALL 
slides.

• Don’t change between styles- a single style makes a presentation look 
unified.

• “Busy” presentations divert audience attention from content.

FILE NOT FOUND

• Microsoft PowerPoint is unable to open the requested file. 
This could be because your file is corrupted and/or this is 
an unsupported file type. Do you wish to retry or cancel?

• Disk is unformatted. Click “yes” to format your disk now.

• Boot startup failure, press any key to reboot.

Murphy’s Law

• Something will go wrong… 

• 1. Test your presentation on more than once device before you show it

• 2. ALWAYS have a back up of your presentation 

• 3. Make a plan to do the presentation without PowerPoint 

• 4. Make sure you can easily access your presentation
• Faffing around trying to log in and open up your own individual emails will put both you 

and your assessor off!
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Any Questions?


