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[bookmark: _GoBack]Section A 
For this section I will be explaining the importance of early intervention for children with Autism and the positive impact that this will have on their lives and education.
Statutory guidance in each of the UK's nations highlights the importance of providing early intervention rather than waiting until a child's or family's situation worsens. (Department for Education (DfE), 2018)
[bookmark: _Hlk74946252]The history of Autism goes as far back as 1943, when philosopher Leo Kanner, first described the specific pattern of abnormal behaviour, also known as early infantile autism. In 1944,  philosopher Hans Asperge introduced the world to Asperger syndrome (National Autistic Society, 2021a).
[bookmark: _Hlk74949873]Asperge, suggested that children had many similarities to autism, but these children possessed ordinary or exceptional ability in a variety of areas, including grammatical language. Although Autism and Asperges the have the similar triad of social interaction, communication, and imagination difficulties, as well as a narrow, repetitive pattern of activities, the exact relationship between Asperger and Kanner syndromes is still debated (National Autistic Society, 2021b).
[bookmark: _Hlk74940029]Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a lifelong developmental disorder that impacts people's capacity to communicate and interact with others, 1 in 68 children are diagnosed with ASD (Autism.org, 2021). Children with ASD range from gifted to severely challenged in their learning, thinking, and problem-solving abilities, as well as some children with ASD require a great deal of assistance in their daily life, while others only require a little (CDC, 2020a).
[bookmark: _Hlk74939456]The National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (2017) suggest that ASD can be discovered as early as 18 months, and by the age of two a professional diagnosis can be considered quite reliable. Many children, however, do not obtain a definitive diagnosis until they are considerably older. Children with ASD may not receive the early intervention they require because of this delay (CDC, 2020b).
For a child with ASD the process can be long, from the time parents first approached a health professional about their concerns to the confirmation of an autism spectrum disorder diagnosis, there was an average delay of about 3.5 years (Crane, Chester, Goddard, Henry, and Hill,  2015). Children with ASD should be monitored, screened, evaluated, and diagnosed as soon as possible to ensure that they receive the resources and supports they require to attain their full potential. There are many signs of ASD, such as
· Limited speech,
· Avoiding eye contact,
· Getting destressed by changes of routine,
· Sensitivity to sound, light, taste, or touch, 
· Having lack of interest of their family and peers,
(CDC, 2021).
There are several steps in the process of early intervention for ASD, such as,
Developmental monitoring- this examines how your child develops and evolves over time, as well as whether he or she fulfils developmental milestones in areas such as playing, learning, speaking, acting, and moving.
Developmental screening- is a more in-depth examination of a child's development A simple test will be administered to the child, or the parent/carer will be asked to complete a questionnaire for more information on the child. Formal questionnaires or checklists are used for developmental and behavioural purposes and include questions concerning a child's development, including language, movement, thinking, behaviour, and emotions.
Comprehensive Developmental Evaluation- This formal evaluation is a more in-depth look at a child’s development, A skilled professional, such as a developmental paediatrician, is normally in charge of this procedure,
(Autism Society, 2020).
 These interventions may help to alleviate symptoms, increase cognitive ability and daily living skills, and improve the child's ability to function and participate in society (Zwaigenbaum, et al, 2015). Therapy to assist children with speaking, walking, and interacting with others is one example of a service. As a result, it is critical to consult with your child's doctor as soon as possible if you suspect your child has ASD or another developmental problem.
Children with ASD have unique strengths and limitations in social communication, behaviour, and cognitive capacity due to the variances in how ASD impacts each person. As a result, therapy regimens are often diverse, include parent-mediated interventions, and are tailored to the child's specific requirements (NIDCD, 2020).
[bookmark: _Hlk74954873][bookmark: _Hlk74953171]According to research, children with autism who receive intensive early intervention have more long-term positive outcomes, such as higher IQ, more developed communication skills, and better social interactions (Eikeseth, 2011). Early intervention increases the likelihood that a child with ASD will be able to succeed in school as communication development influences later academic success and sets the stage for literacy development (Browder, Spooner, and Courtade, 2020). There is evidence that good language skills are linked to the ability to imagine and create new ideas, as well as the ability to read and write. The effect of Early intervention benefits the entire family since it allows parents and siblings a greater chance to form a lasting family tie, as the stress of caring for an autistic child can put a strain on family and friendships (Aramtch, 2017).
Effective early intervention aims to prevent issues from arising in the first place, or to address them head-on if they do, before they become more serious. It also aids in the development of a child's personal qualities and skills, which will help him or her prepare for adulthood (EIF, 2021). The importance of early intervention is paramount and by having an early diagnosis, children with ASD will strive to their full potential in education, live independently, find work, and form genuine friendships and relationships.







Section B
For this section I will critically analysis some of the barriers that children with Autism may face.
[bookmark: _Hlk75030444]Even though Autism affects each child on the spectrum differently, a lack of awareness of the disorder can lead to hasty judgments (NIDCD, 2020). Children with Autism are one-of-a-kind, just as everyone else is. People need to be more understanding and accepting, and there needs to be a greater understanding of how unique each child with ASD is (Ambitious about Autism,2021).
Inclusive education entails recognizing and removing any barriers to learning that individuals may experience. This means that teachers must support learning while also ensuring that the requirements of each child or young person are satisfied (Ainscow and Miles, 2008). Teachers must ensure that learning is differentiated to address such requirements so that all students can achieve their full potential (Dixon, Yssel, McConnell, and Hardin, 2014).
One of the barriers that children with ASD may struggle with is communication (Lowery, 2018).  The word "autism" comes from the Greek word autos, which literally means self (SLTinfo, 2021). Children with ASD are frequently self-absorbed and appear to live in their own world, with limited capacity to communicate and engage with others and this may result with them showing their dissatisfaction by yelling or engaging in other unacceptable actions (NIH,2020).
Children with ASD may struggle to develop language skills and comprehend what others say, They also struggle with nonverbal communication such as hand gestures, eye contact, and facial emotions (Whalon, 2018). For some children with ASD, to speak and use language is influenced by their intellectual and social development, other children with ASD may be unable to engage via voice or language, while others may have limited speaking abilities.
Many children have issues with word and sentence meaning and rhythm, they may also have difficulty deciphering body language and the meanings of various speech tones (National Autistic Society, 2021). These issues, when taken collectively, have an impact on children with ASD's ability to interact with others, particularly their peers.
However, there are ways that we can overcome the barriers to communication by, early interventions (Autism Awareness Centre Inc, 2021). Once a child is diagnosed with ASD, they can be referred to a speech-language pathologist. A voice, speech, and language therapist is a health practitioner who specialises in treating people who have problems with their voices, speech, and language (Autism Speaks, 2017). The speech-language pathologist will do a thorough assessment of the child's communication abilities before recommending a treatment plan. It is critical to teach children with ASD how to communicate better so that they can attain their full potential (Lanc UK, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Hlk75111205]Another learning hurdle that a child with ASD may face is that some teachers may lack the necessary knowledge and training to fulfil the needs of pupils with ASD (Saggers,2016). Finding time to help children with autism, as well as a full classroom of pupils may be difficult for a teacher, due to time and resource constraints. There is no one-size-fits-all approach to teaching a pupil with ASD; each child will have unique requirements, talents, and interests (Monash University, 2019). 
It is critical to provide teachers with the necessary training to assist students with autism. This lack of training is due to there not being enough funding for Teachers, SENCO, Teaching Assistants (TAs) and other members of staff to be able to provide children with ASD with the adequate support for their individual needs (Symes and Humphrey, 2011).
In a poll of 4,500 school support workers, 53.3 percent of classroom-based employees reported their school's training budget had decreased in the previous year, and 45.1 percent indicated they had not gotten any school-funded training in the previous year (Robertson, 2018).
[bookmark: _Hlk75125926][bookmark: _Hlk75126091]According to Rehena Azam, the GMB union's national secretary for public services (2018), the findings are shameful, she stated, "All support personnel, including teaching assistants, require regular training and meaningful career advancement possibilities." The school budget crisis is wreaking havoc on support workers the most (Rehena, 2018).
The lack of support will have a profound effect on the child, with the possibility of the Childs progress rapidly declining (Kendall, 2019).




Section C
For this section I will critically evaluate one example of how a child with Autism is supported in an early year setting.
A child is defined as having Special Educational Needs (SEN) under Section 20 of the Children and Families Act 2014 if he or she "has a learning problem or impairment that requires special education provision to be made for him or her" (Children and Families Act, 2014).
One of the ways in supporting a child with ASD is with a Statement (CDP, 2020c). Most children's special educational needs (SEN) may be fulfilled by their school, with the assistance of outside specialists, as necessary. At stages 1-3 of the five possible stages that set out how help might be provided to children with SEN, schools receive funding to support children through school-based help (Snap Cymru, 2019c).
However, in some situations, a child's educational needs will require a statutory evaluation by the education authority (EA). This is referred to as stage 4. Following the statutory evaluation, the EA may determine that the child requires special assistance that cannot be provided by the school's resources (Snap Cymru, 2019d). The EA must be provided a statement of Educational Needs, that is referred to as a Statement (EA, 2018).
Children with ASD will be able to learn in a more pleasant setting if they are supported in the school (Wilkinson, 2020). With a statement in place, children will receive a variety of support within the classroom. One way to support children is with routine, routines are vital for children with autism and having the teacher's routine visible in the classroom can help (Welsh Government, 2021). A structured atmosphere benefits all children and young people and having a schedule in place can be useful for the entire class (Wardle,2021). Routine can give a child a sense of security by letting them know what will happen and when it will happen (Wiltshier, 2008). This can help children feel more at ease while also reducing tension and worry. 
Sharing information about the curriculum that children will follow with parents, especially those who have children with ASD, is highly beneficial at the start of the school year. By giving parents information this will give them a chance to give their children more opportunity to practice their skills at home, with less distractions and more time for one-on-one attention (Monash University, 2019b).
[bookmark: _Hlk75015318]A Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) will also support a child in the classroom, by making sure there is a continuous routine for the child (Tod, 2013). The SENCO will liaison with the school by Providing expert support to all staff to aid in early diagnosis, assessment, as well as the parents, and by ensuring that all relevant information is being shared with both parties (Wall, 2010).
However, from September 20201 the Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act (2017) will come into effect. This means that the statement of special educational needs and Individual Education Plans (IEPs), will be replaced with an Individual development plan (IDP), and the proposed IDP would include a page dedicated to representing the child's needs and characteristics (Welsh Government, 2020c). Under the new changes, Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) will be replaced with Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCo) (Welsh Government, 2020d).
The local authority is responsible for ensuring that the child's requirements are addressed, as well as any specialist assistance that they may require (Gov.uk, 2016). However, without a current statement or IDP from September 2021, putting these resources in place can be challenging.
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