Process Workbook - Short film 




Alternative Ideas 

When me and my group started to come up with film ideas, we discussed on what are the film genres we would not want to avoid. Most of us thought that we should avoid paranormal type films as we thought that it would be an overrated idea and that other groups are most likely to work on those type of movies. 

One of the ideas that we discussed was a film about three individuals who are youtubers playing hide and seek in the woods, and each shot would be as if it were a horror movie setting, yet each build up would end by innocently finding each other making the audience think that there is danger even though there is not. However, we scrapped this idea as we wanted something with a little more edge instead and to not disappoint the viewers with a friendly plot twist.   

The next film idea of ours is called “The Race” which is about three characters who are in desperate need of money and they all receive an email that tells them about a game which involves them race towards a destination and whoever gets there first wins the cash prize of £10,000. When all the characters reach to the destination, the characters that have lost the race get’s shot by an unknown man and then gives the winner of the game the cash prize. 

Although this was our plan A for our project, it was a popular opinion of the class that it was not the idea we should go for.

Due to the given circumstances of COVID-19, our idea process has been very difficult as if we weren’t in a pandemic, we could have more freedom with our ideas and experiment with many opportunities for our project.





Pitch No.1: Truth or Dare 

The story is about a group of friends Liam, Cody, Olivia and Steven who start a game of truth of dare on a zoom call. When the story progresses, the game gets deeper and darker. Steven tells his girlfriend Olivia that he has been cheating on her whilst she was away in Cardiff with her mother. Towards the end of the film, Liam confesses to the group that he killed someone by accidentally running that person over with his car during midnight.  Shocked with this, they all leave the except Liam, leaving him in isolation. 

Pitch No.2: Your Just Reward 

Based around three characters Will, Jas and Alex who receive an email about zoom chat game show which has a cash prize of £10,000. When they join, they are to be given a series of tasks which would get weirder and weirder and towards the end of the film they realise that they were being stalked by the unknown man who has invited them to the game. During the process of the game, they must make sacrifices to survive the game, even if there are consciences.

After displaying these pitches, the class has voted that Pitch No.2 is the best one to go for as the story is more interesting and that we could play with it more. 


Your Just Reward: Progress

The first thing we did as a group, we all discussed our own characters bio and figure out a reason why they would want the money. 






Will’s Bio


Full Name: William Hughes 
Age: 25
Hair colour: Blonde 
Place of residence: Swansea


Bio

Will works as a nurse for Morriston hospital. He is a gambling addict which lead him to be £10,000 in debt. Not only has he got unfinished bills to pay, but he also owes money to loan sharks who gave him money to feed his addiction. To pay off his debts, he stole wallets, purses, jewellery, and anything he could get his hands on from his patients who are in dire need of medical attention. If he does not pay his dues, he will lose the house and possibly his job and his life. 

When he comes home from his shift, he opens up his letters to find that he had received an eviction notice. Stressed and depressed, he then receives an email from the Unknown man to join a game which has a prize of £10,000, which is enough to pay his debts. He looks at the email in doubt, but then he looks back at the eviction notice which then motivates him to take part as he has got nothing to lose.   







Bio Honourable Mentions

The bio for Will has gone through some changes during the development of the film. Originally, Will’s intention with the money was to fuel his gambling addiction and that his addiction gotten so bad that he let a man die on the street so that he can get another betting slip. Nevertheless, this idea was scrapped because we discussed that we needed something that was more immoral, and wicked enough to make him look like a very bad human being. Hence why we went with the idea of stealing from his patients along with the debts that he must pay to loan sharks.


Location, Set and Props  

Firstly, Will was going to be in a messy bedroom with bottles, clothes and some rubbish on the floor which displays on what type of situation he is in. He has been dealing with addiction whilst also trying to get his life back together with his unpaid debts. We wanted to show that he is stressed out of his mind, and that he is in a desperate situation. 

Eventually, we went with the idea that he is in his kitchen with piles of bills scattered around the table and laptop.

Before the filming, there was a decision made that the clock in the background was to be removed as not only did it not look well for the production, but the audience would have a confusion on the time of the film. 


  

Will’s intro

At the beginning of the film, we all wated the characters to have their own introductions. From minding their own business to their own reaction to the email that has been sent to them. 

There were two different types of takes for Will’s introduction to the film. The earliest one was when we had my computer face low enough so that you can see a pile of bills scattered on the inside of the laptop. Then Will (Me) is laid down on the table with my hands wrapped around my head which is to show that he is stressed out of his mind. After a minute or so, he then hears a notification which makes lift the laptop to see the email about the game. He then doubts about it at first, but he then looks again at the debts he is received, thus making him rethink about the situation he is in and then he finally clicks on the link. 

The second take that I took, was like the first one but instead of having me to stay sitting, I walk in with some letters and then sitting down and opening them then so on so forth.  This was the one that we have chosen for the actual film. 


Acting standpoint 

Switching from the stage to screen can be difficult to get used to. When you are acting on stage everything has got to be big enough so that the audience can understand you, either it is the amount of body language you give off or the volume that you are emitting. When it comes to acting on screen, everything has got to be narrowed down because the audience can see and hear everything you do so that you do not have to put as much effort as you do in a stage. 

Rehearsing feedback
 
After rehearsing the whole script, we have all been given some constructive criticism about how we can improve our acting in the future. 

Sometimes during the rehearsal, I have tendency of dropping the ball when it comes to building up tension within the scenes. There are times where I get intense but then bring it back down to neutral. 




Evaluation

Following the preview of our film, there were some stuff that worked and stuff that if I had a chance of going back in to change them I would. 



· During the intro, the notification sound for Will was poorly timed which made my reaction towards the notification confusing.
·  There were times where I was a bit slow on my reactions which lead to me to drop the ball in some scenes. I need to be more aware of my energy level and try to keep up the energy even if there are many stops and starts #. 
· The not on the box was not visible to the camera. If would have raised it a bit higher then it would be much better for the viewers. 
· There were some lines that did not fit for some of the characters which made me cringe a little bit. 


Apart from all the negatives of there were some stuff that I liked such as the stapler scene thus made me laugh. 


 


 


        





  



   
