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How are pubs in the UK going to struggle to stay open in the next 5 years?
Task 1
The industry of pubs and hospitality within the UK has been under major strain over the past decade, with pubs and clubs closing all over at quite an alarming rate. The reasons that we have been given for these closures are of quite a range. These tend to include changes in consumer behaviour, government regulations, economic factors as well as the rise on popularity of other alternative leisure activities. Not only this but the COVID 19 pandemic clearly did not help and only accelerated these ongoing issues, on top of that post pandemic recovery has also proved to have its many challenges. On top of this, the cost of living crisis as well as inflationary pressures has made it difficult for pubs to keep on running while maintaining a profit. The research that I will be conducting will be taking a look at understanding the underlying factors that contribute to the struggles of pubs within the United Kingdom.
For the research that I will be conducting, I have decided that I will be employing a mixed methods approach where I will be combing both qualitative as well as quantitative research methods. This will help me understand the problem that is being questioned from both a statistical as well as human experience point of view. The quantitative data that i will be collecting will help me with identifying different trends and patterns through pub closures, economic impacts as well as consumer behaviour, while qualitative data will allow me to help offer insights into the real life experiences of pub owners, employees as well as the customers themselves.
The understanding of the value of what my research brings to the table is very important. With its potential to provide actionable insights for pub owners, policy makers and industry stakeholders. Understanding the causes behind the closure of pubs will allow development of informed strategies to try and help these struggles and improve certain situations. These strategies can involve targeted policies, financial support programmes and business model innovations. I really do feel that the research that I will be doing could contribute to sustaining a part of the UK social culture and its economy.
The research that will be taking place will be relying both on primary and secondary data collection methods. The form of primary data that i will be collecting will be through surveys and interviews from pub owners, managers and customers to help me gather insights into their pub experiences and their own personal perceptions of what challenges pubs around the UK face. The version of secondary data that I will be conducting is analysing industry reports, government publications as well as academic studies to understand a broader context of pub closures. Not only that but it will also help us gather a broader and better understand of pub closures and their trends within the industry.
To collect data, I will be using a method called purposive sampling. This is a method that will directly target people that are involved with the pub and hospitality industry, such as owner's managers as well as customers. I have aimed to target around a combined 10 pub owners and managers as well as 30 customers around the area. I feel this will provide a sufficient basis of qualitative and quantitative analysis. We will be taking these sample from a wide range of pubs big and small, as well as pubs in more rural areas compared to more urban.
Task 2 Primary and Secondary Research techniques
As I have already mentioned, for my research I will be employing both primary and secondary techniques. For my primary I will be conducting a survey and for my secondary technique I will be putting together a literature review.
For my survey I will be creating a structured questionnaire to gather quantitative data from pub customers regarding different topics, like drinking habits, frequency of pub visits, and opinions on what would make them more likely to be visiting a pub within the future. This survey I will be giving to 30 customers, this will help ensure that I will have a range of people from different demographics.
On the other hand, I will be conducting a secondary research review on UK pub industry, which will be taking a focus upon reports from the British Beer and Pub Association, government statistics on pub closures as well as academic articles. This will help me provide context for my primary research that I will be conducting and help identify key factors influencing the challenges that pubs are and will be facing in the future.
With the combination of these two techniques, I aim to gather both numerical data in the current state of the industry as well as qualitative insights into the behaviors of key stakeholders.
Task 3 
3 Minute video, Due to circumstances I have been unable to provide a 3 minute video however I will be putting my script in here. My apologies
“Hello, my name is tyler and I am conducting research on the challenges faced by pubs, their increase in closures and what challenges that they will be facing to be able to stay open over the next five years. Pubs and hospitality have been a key part of British Culture for as long as time goes. From giving people their first ever jobs, helping others create a living, to families and friends being able to gather at what I would describe as social, fun, friendly hubs. In recent years however, there is a growing struggle of pubs being able to stay afloat. The Covid 19 pandemic, rising costs and consumer behaviours have all contributed to this crisis as well as more.
My research aims to explore the factors that have a say in the decline of pubs, predict and then try and help see how the industry will cope in the next 5 years. I will be having a look at what pub owners, managers and customers all have their say as well as their experiences within the industry as well as getting an insight on what it is like. The overall end goal to my research is to identify the different trends so we can then inform policies and strategies to help support struggling pubs and to help ensure their survival in an extremely hostile and competitive market.
I feel as though the research that I will be providing is vital as it could help provide insights into how owners could potentially adapt to the modern market. The aim is plain and simple, to help protect and preserve an important part of British social culture. I am excited and look forward to presenting my findings in the near future and hope tha they will hold value for the industry stakeholders
Task 4
Here is a link to the poster I have compiled together.
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/2104562_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Presentation%204.pptx?d=wb3ff2c04e5454d7da6bb4275a22278b7&csf=1&web=1&e=q68VC4



