
                                 

                                  The use of body worn camera’s


Police officers apply evidence-based policing to their strategy to tackle crime. It is important that officers have the knowledge about the correct tactics and strategies they use while carrying out investigations. The importance of crime analysis in routine law enforcement is also important to evidence-based policing. Police can better address the unique crime and disorder issues they encounter by knowing how crime spatially and temporarily clusters as well as which environmental and situational elements can draw possibilities for crime. The bottom line is police need to develop knowledge and analysis within their organisations to increase their capacity to prevent and reduce crime. They also need to make use of the knowledge about what works to improve police efforts iv rime control, community relations and internal (Matrix Demonstration Project Team, no date). 


Body worn cameras are used by police officers while in the line of duty. They are usually located on the officer’s uniform on the chest area. These cameras are used to capture video and audio footage from officers dealing with the public. These cameras may protect and be a witness to help police officers in confrontation (Metropolitan Police, no date). 


If a citizen knows and is aware a police officer is wearing a body worn camera, chances are they will behave to a better extent. Individuals may be aware of being in trouble and try to behave better because they know they have been videoed. As well as this it gives a sense of safety to the police officer dealing with the problem (White, Malm, 2020). Footage captured by the body worn camera can be stored in a safe place and kept as evidence. As well as this, police officers must inform civilians that they are being recorded but they do not need consent to video issues that may arise (GOV. UK, 2022). 


There are many existing benefits to using body worn cameras. By obtaining film at the crucial moment, the cameras are expected to aid police in both preventing and identifying crime, such as domestic violence cases where the victim may be resistant to proceed with the case.


Adding to this, the camera will be useful in circumstances of public order since people can see they are being videotaped and are more likely to adjust their behaviour as a result because the devices are visible to members of the public and have a forward-facing screen (Norfolk Constabulary, 2023). 


Another benefit is 22% in time available for patrol, where more people can be safer and even feel safer by police patrolling an area. Adding to this, there is a 90% more early guilty pleas which is extremely good because police are able to prosecute an individual for a crime, they committed quicker, so that they are no longer a danger to society. There will be 50% less force being used, as people know they are being captured by live footage and they will be more reluctant to using force. There is also 90% decrease in police officer complaints. Along with this when an incident is captured in high-definition video and audio, it is easier to understand what happened, when, where, and who was involved. Eyewitness testimony can occasionally turn out to be unreliable, and there is no practical way to know for sure if the narrative is entirely true. Officials can review the film from body-worn cameras to get a very accurate depiction of the events in question (Body Camera, no date). 


According to Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe; “Two big advantages of body worn cameras: one is that it produces the best possible evidence – compelling evidence – for a criminal prosecution, and, as importantly, it holds us [the police] to account. It’s a way of showing how well the officers do the job. On the other hand, if we don’t do our job properly, it will capture that evidence too” (Howe, no date). 



Furthermore, it is clear that body worn cameras have many benefits and are extremely useful to police work, there are also detriments. The cost of body worn cameras are extremely expensive, and as they are rapidly growing, they are expected to reach £1.5 billion by 2025. 


To add to this, another disadvantage is these cameras need to be turned on during conflict and needs to be stored in a safe appropriate place after so that the footage stays useful and safe. Police officers must remember to upload this camera footage onto a computer for safe keeping, if they fail to do this, the footage automatically will get deleted and any evidence gathered will be lost. 


Another reason why body worn cameras may be seen as a disadvantage is that because police have access to these footages taken by the camera, people may question can they modify it if they did something out of order? Which is possible they could. Even so, evidence shows that the public’s behaviour changes for the better when knowing they are being recorded, but this also applies for police officers too. Even they might act kinder, more patient, and using less force because they know they are also being recorded (Dimoff, 2020). 


Comparing body worn cameras to other cases such as George Floyd where it was caught on recording by a bystander, and Kitty Genovese where 38 people heard / saw the crime happening who can be used as witnesses. This can be argued that body worn cameras aren’t particularly needed to solve cases because of the bystander effect. 


Using domestic violence as a crime topic example, according to preliminary research, body worn camera footage could help prosecutions in legal cases involving domestic and familial violence. The opinions and experiences of police officers, who are the original owners of body worn camera footage are likely to influence how it is produced and perceived. Police found a number of advantages and drawbacks to using body worn camera footage in the context of domestic and family violence, such as the ability for these cameras to record violence during police callouts but the possibility for them to be restrictive in as much as they do not depict persistent patterns of violence (Taylor & Francis, 2022).  


Domestic abuse is a massive problem around the world and is a very sensitive topic. It is important that police officers treat this in the correct way as it can be very dangerous for the victim. Additionally, a third of murders in England and Wales and the majority of serious crimes involve domestic circumstances (Bland, Ariel, 2020). 


As well as this, body worn cameras are having such good benefits for police officers and also victims and the public, they are expanding the use of them. Bodycams are being offered to women who are at risk of threat and women who are at risk of violence by their ex-partners. According to a woman who had been threated says it would have helped her gain that extra “Layer of reassurance” (BBC, 2021). 


In domestic abuse cases, it is extremely useful for video recordings to be taken while taking a statement from the victim. As an example, a man named Charee Rainey entered his girlfriend’s house forcefully ending in attacking her. When his girlfriend phoned the police, the two police officers who took the statement were able to record it via camera and the second officers wrote the statement down on paper (Buyinza, 2023). 


Researchers from The University of Leeds say that in the study they worked, it was found that police officers that have either seen cases or been working on a domestic abuse case themselves have seen more domestic abuse cases moving forward and going to court because of body worn cameras. Whereas, before body worn cameras, victims would tend to hide away instead of speaking out. Another officer stated that in another case involving a man throwing a glass bottle at his girlfriend. The glass bottle caused open wounds on her body. In certain ways, the video can capture evidence that may be lost, damaged, or diminished. If it were not for body worn cameras, you wouldn't be able to record a true picture of how terrible this injury was (University of Leeds, 2018). 


In conclusion, it is clear body worn cameras used by police are very beneficial. They not only protect police from further conflict, but they give extremely valid evidence if a case gets taken to court. They have benefits for helping the public and making them feel safer. 

Even though individuals may find police intimidating and scary, they can turn a person’s point of view to realise police are here to help and protect.  We see police violence happen nearly every day but with these cameras it may even save a live. 

Even though the cost is expensive it is worth investing in these devices as they do make everyone feel safer. As well as people who do not trust police officers, they have audio, and footage of incidents that happen to ensure the public can see what really is going on in these circumstances. 
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