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What I think about Successful Futures in Wales

Successful Futures is a report created by Professor Graham Donaldson following an extensive review of the current Welsh education curriculum. The report clearly sets out a national mission, aimed at raising standards and reducing the attainment gap for disadvantaged learners. “Successful Futures proposes a number of radical changes in philosophy, structure and practice to curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales” (Donaldson, G. 2017). During this report, I will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the proposed new national framework that is set to be implemented in 2022, following comprehensive consultation and review. 
I believe the national framework will allow professionals to make school level decisions by planning the curriculum to suit the individual needs of pupils in a specific school context. Schools will have their own autonomy to plan their curriculum, giving children the sense of culture, belonging and community. This will also provide a broad, balanced and creative education that is relevant to the child in a local and national context. 
In addition, I strongly believe that the four core purposes, which are central to the entire vision and underpin all learning, will allow pupils to become successful, well rounded individuals who are prepared for the challenges of future society. I agree with the core statements underlying the four purposes and believe that the essence of these will have a positive and far reaching impact on pupils. It is my opinion that the significance placed upon the physical and mental health and well-being of pupils is long over-due and this can only have a positive effect on their learning.
However, having realised the benefits of the proposal, it is important to acknowledge that “greater freedom and responsibility for schools brings with it major implications for capacity: in the skills of teachers, in the nature of leadership and in the support mechanisms that will be needed to facilitate implementation” (Donaldson,G.2017). Therefore, I believe that the success of the proposals will hinge greatly on teachers themselves and the profession’s commitment to making it work. 
To conclude, Successful Futures has provided an opportunity for welsh education to take a leap into the future. It is going to allow teachers, as professionals, to provide a bespoke, inclusive curriculum to engage all pupils through a range of pedagogies in an exciting and relevant learning journey. However, for this to reap success there will need to be a huge commitment on the part of the profession, as in the words of Dylan Willam, “Wales is taking a gamble. I don't think anyone knows how it is going to play out. There are too many variables. I think the chances of success are anything from 10%-90%” (2019). However, it is my opinion that the teaching profession has the capacity and the desire to engage with change and that we are standing on the edge of a bright future for our students.

What is Critical Thinking? - A summary

“Critical thinking is a cognitive activity, associated with using the mind. Learning to think in critically analytical and evaluative ways means using mental processes such as attention, categorisation, selection, and judgement” (Cottrell 2005).
Critical thinking involves a wide range of skills such as categorisation, selection, differentiation comparing and contrasting for some examples. These skills allow you to be able to make more informed decisions about opinions and beliefs. You would also need to be able to identify, evaluate, conclude, and reflect on each subject when thinking critically.
Reasoning is an important aspect of critical thinking. You need to know your own reasoning behind your beliefs and be able to critically evaluate it in order to be confident in presenting your ideas. The main aspects of constructing and presenting these beliefs are with structured reasons, consistently and in a logical order.  
Good critical thinking skills bring several benefits such as improved attention, focus and analysis skills. They can also not only be used in an academic environment; they can be used in everyday life. The more you practise your critical thinking skills, the more naturally they will come to you for use daily. This type of thinking is also extremely helpful in enhancing your ancillary skills such as problem solving, decision making and persuasion. 
On the other hand, there are also barriers that can occasionally get in the way when using critical thinking. Some examples of barriers are misunderstanding of terms such as criticism, over-estimating our abilities, lack of practice before hand and insufficient focus to the current task.
Background research and knowledge are key to the process of thinking critically as you need to have a good understanding of the subject before presenting your ideas. This allows you to make a more informed judgment, including accurate facts and alternative explanations.
You must also always consider your own emotional self-manage when thinking critically as it can engage emotions and passionate responses. For example, you may not like a response as it may contradict your opinion and it can rouse unexpected feelings of anger, frustration or anxiety. Being able to manage your emotions under such circumstances is a useful skill. If you can remain calm, and present your reasons logically, you will be better able to argue your point of view in a convincing way.
Every time you think critically you must weigh up the positives and negatives of each subject before creating your ideas. As a reflection this can also be referred to as criticism. Good critical analysis accounts for when something has done well or poor. It is not just to list the good and bad points.
Overall, Stella Cottrell has explained what critical thinking is, the reasoning behind it, why it is important, the skills it benefits, the barriers affecting it, the importance of research and emotional self-management and the use of both positive and negative features of a subject.
What success looks like to me at university

The definition of success is the completion of an aim or purpose. I believe that this is solely important during my time at university as to succeed on this course I will need to set several aims, purposes and objectives. There are short-term goals I have set at the start of my journey into university, meeting new people and attending every timetabled session for a couple of examples. These are extremely important as I need to start the year strong and reduce stress levels as much as possible. Many of these will be constant goals I am aiming towards. For example, meeting deadlines on time, enjoying the work, wanting to attend lectures and understanding the tasks given to me. At times, these tasks may be difficult but in order to be successful I must break the mental barrier and push on throughout the three years. There are also long-term I have set in order to be a successful student. These are critical as they are the main goals that will take the most time and effort to complete over the course of the three years. Some examples of these long-term goals include getting an overall good grade; one that I will be satisfied with, completing the course itself, gaining a mass of confidence to use in my frame of work, and finally, getting a job after the course. Getting a job is the main outcome of this course and it is the main indicator of my success at university. The other smaller outcomes are also important as they all add up to create the main goal of success.
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