[image: C:\Users\Gwydi\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\E7F25764.tmp]
University of Wales Trinity Saint David
 School of Engineering

 Reflective Report 
 Engineering Applications and Study Skills M4X02063

 Gwydion Gwyn Clement
 Student ID: 1804252
 Date: 01/11/2019


Contents
1	Introduction	1
2	Coursework Reflection	2
2.1	Coursework 1 – Paraphrasing	2
2.1.1	Coursework Brief	2
2.1.2	Feedback Received	2
2.1.3	What I learnt / What I would change	2
2.2	Coursework 2 – PowerPoint	2
2.2.1	Coursework Brief	3
2.2.2	Feedback Received	3
2.2.3	What I learnt / What would I change	3
2.3	Coursework 3 - Demonstration of Simple Harmonic Motion ‘SHM’	3
2.3.1	Coursework Brief	3
2.3.2	Feedback Received	4
2.3.3	What I learnt / What would I change	4
3	Overview	5
4	Conclusion	6




2


[bookmark: _Toc23704862]Introduction
In this reflective report I will analyse three pieces of coursework that I received in my foundation year. I will read through each piece and review any feedback that I had received. My goal will be to identify any trends in both strengths and weaknesses and then outline how I can sustain and improve upon them. I will aim to be critical in my observations and apply reasoning behind the steps I will take moving forward. By the end of this report I would have outlined how I intend to progress into my first year and beyond.


[bookmark: _Toc23704863]Coursework Reflection

[bookmark: _Toc23704864]Coursework 1 – Paraphrasing

[bookmark: _Toc23704865]Coursework Brief
For this piece of course work we were presented with a selection of articles from a professional engineering magazines. The goal was to chose one of these articles and write a 250-word summery upon it through paraphrasing. Our aim was to clearly explain the topic in the article by simplifying and avoiding any plagiarism. Through this it was intended for us not only to understand the topic we were discussing but also convey that for others. We were also asked to cite and reference the source material.
[bookmark: _Toc23704866]Feedback Received
The feedback received from this piece was overall positive, all my citations and references were implemented correctly, it was also stated that my knowledge and understanding of the topic came across in the summery. The feedback did however suggest that I should explain where the person who wrote the original piece came from in order to help validate him as a credible source.
[bookmark: _Toc23704867]What I learnt / What I would change
Through this piece of worked I learnt how to draw information from an article, not only to give myself a clearer understanding but also on how to help pass on information. I was comfortable with the task given and felt like I had a clear understanding of what had to be done. Using this skill, I can see the benefits it will be to me when working through journals and articles in the future. I do feel as though I would benefit from practising more with paraphrasing and I feel like it is something I would improve on in time. For now, I will focus on ensuring that I give a clear explanation of the authors background, I can see how this would be beneficial in adding more credibility to a body of work. I will also keep checking myself when it comes to references and citations, although this did not cause me trouble in this particular piece of coursework through looking back on it I can see how in a bigger piece it could be easy to miss out or make a mistake.

[bookmark: _Toc23704868]Coursework 2 – PowerPoint

[bookmark: _Toc23704869]Coursework Brief
The aim here was to create a PowerPoint presentation to reflect on my first term in Uni. It needed to cover some of mu highlights from the first term along with areas I would like to improve on and an overall reflection of how I felt my first term went. It was not going to be presented to anyone however we were asked to still include presenter notes, so that it would show what would have been said if it were to be presented. The goal of this specific piece of coursework was to help prepare us for a time when we would inevitably have to present a piece of work or a topic to others. It was key to keep the PowerPoint simple yet engaging.
1. 
[bookmark: _Toc23704870]Feedback Received
As with the Paraphrasing coursework my feedback had been positive on this piece of work, however I had made some simple mistakes, that on the surface may not seem like much but in a working world would be viewed as unprofessional and lazy. The first of these were that fact that I had not put my name on the title page. This does not only help the people you are presenting to help relate to you but also shows who is responsible for the presentation provided. The other issue was that I had not proofread my work well enough and this was evident in some spelling mistakes throughout the slides. On a more positive note it was said that my inclusion of images helped keep the presentation engaging, and that a clear understanding of the task at hand had been put across.

[bookmark: _Toc23704871]What I learnt / What would I change
Its evident through the feedback received that I need to invest more time into proofreading my work ensuring that there are no mistakes within whether it be spelling mistakes or otherwise, especially when that piece of work is due to be presented to others. Improving in this area will help bolster the strengths I already posses in creating presentations to provide a more professional image. There will be countless times where this skill will be needed, be it in an interview situation or conveying information to help others gain the same understanding on a subject.

[bookmark: _Toc23704872]Coursework 3 - Demonstration of Simple Harmonic Motion ‘SHM’

[bookmark: _Toc23704873]Coursework Brief
The goal of the final piece of coursework I will reflect upon is the demonstration of Simple Harmonic Motion (SHM). Here as groups during the lab sessions we had to carry out the ‘simple pendulums’ experiment and record our data into an Excel spread sheet. From this a report would be written up on the finding of the experiment, within this report the aid of photos was to be used to help explain the procedure and research was to be carried out in order to justify the validity of our findings.
[bookmark: _Toc23704874]Feedback Received
A key observation of the feedback was that I was missing citations in numerous places, along with needing extra citations in order to help validate certain observations I had made within the report. Without these citations it makes my work seem like I am basing my observations upon speculation, and therefore untrustworthy. Other feedback provided was missing labels in certain sections, and generally needed tidying up the layout of the report. Something that I should have come back to tidy up once the report had been completed. Some strengths had been observed in the practical part of the experiment utilising the tools and instruments correctly and being able to work well independently and as a group. Also, my data evaluation was coherent and correct. Overall it was my lack of engagement in relevant sources of literature that let me down on this report.

[bookmark: _Toc23704875]What I learnt / What would I change
[bookmark: _GoBack]Being able to carry out a successful experiment is a fundamental part of engineering, knowing that I have shown confidence and capability in that area gives me encouragement moving forward. What I do need to work on is my validations when it comes to writing the report. By not citing relevant sources or in some instances not at all, I lose all credibility in an area I feel more than capable to operate in. I think moving forward, before I write up on any experiments made, I will first seek out relevant recourses that can help validate the experiment carried out. I should however give myself credit for being able to carry out the experiment professionally and correctly. Without that my data would have been incoherent in the first place.


[bookmark: _Toc23704876]Overview
The foundation year has been more beneficial to me than I could have imagined. It had been a long time since I had been in education and I was apprehensive about putting my academic hat on. But throughout the steps of the foundation year I have learnt what I need to do in order to help maintain and improve my studies. Life experience through various jobs has proven useful when it has come to group work meeting deadlines and keeping an overall professionalism with my work ethic. However, it is on the academic side of things I need to pursue my improvements. Coming back in my first year I have already implemented some change in how I intend to move forward, I’ve made myself an office and have organised my life to have a bit more time in the week. I now need to implement that time into proof over my work and taking more time when it comes to research in order to find credible resources. 


[bookmark: _Toc23704877]Conclusion
I am aware of the strengths and weakness I have but I need to ensure that I am mindful of them moving forward. The biggest factor in all of this is time. I’m aware that I may have rushed certain pieces of work in the past so by allocating myself enough time in the week to ensure that I can not only meet deadlines but double and triple check my work before submission would be very beneficial. I Also feel that I may not have taken advantage of the resources that are available to me to the full potential. So, in the future I do intend to make the most of support classed that are being run, especially the ones relating to report writing and also to get into a habit of collecting books from the library after each piece of course work has been given out. I feel like these are realistic goal that can help make strong improvements to my pieces of work in the future.
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