Theoretical Approaches Used Within School M’s
Classroom Strategies.

Many concepts and ideas for teaching and learning have been developed from theoretical approaches.

These are varied in style and aim to achieve different purposes. This scrap book will look at the school and pupil responses to the prac-
tice of these theories.

Looking at two different theories, first being the approach of Jean Piaget who had a cognitive constructivist approach. “Piaget suggest-
ed that children will learn most effectively if the are given opportunities to explore through discovery learning.” (Hansen, 2012 p.59)
This is done in School M through the new curriculum being introduced throughout the school. Which is displayed on the next page.
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It also shows how School M uses the behaviourist approach of Burrhus Skinner. Skinner (1974) believed behaviour is a function of its
consequences, i.e. learners will repeat the desired behaviour if positive reinforcement is given and that a behaviour would not be re-
peated if negative feedback was given. This approach is used heavily within practice within School M’s rewards and sanctions scheme.
This is detailed further later.
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In School M the areas of learning experiences have been created Expressive Arts

into zones within every classroom, colour coded to enable con-
sistency throughout. Each area has tasks missions or challenges that
children complete with Adult guidance rather than adult led, allow-
ing children to take control of the activity. Piaget’s theory support-
ed this “learning is not something that us done to the learner, it is
something they engage in themselves.” (Blakemore & Finch 2005)

Children in each area have cards with their task displayed depend-
ing on their ability enabling
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Not only is screen technology harm-
ful to children per se, there’s little
evidence that it helps them to learn.
A 2015 OECD found that the
impact of computers on pupil per-
formance was “mixed, at best”, and
in most cases computers were
“hurting learning.” The Guardian
(2018)
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Eliane Glacer (The Guardian, 2018)
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There has been controversial
comments made about the use
of technology in schools, but it is
an important part of the new
curriculum. With children’s fu-
ture jobs based upon using tech-
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Behaviourist Approach—

School M’s Rewards and Sanctions

At School M, all children start the day with a green positivity card, if any
listed behaviours occur their card changes to yellow for a warning,
where they have an opportunity to change this back to green before the
end of the session. Red card s issued if yellow behaviour is repeated, or
immediate red cards are given for extreme behaviour.

Many school routines are learnt
through behaviourist approach-
es. One that school M uses as a
behaviour management strategy,
is the raising of the hand to qui-
eten. This is used in whole school
assemblies and continued into
the classroom.
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detailed on the next page.
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The reward needs to be something a child finds rewarding.

Values education is an approach that

uses moral values to create a positive Pound (2005) highlights “studies in which young children were re-
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The Philosopher Arthur Koestler argues that behaviourism treats humans as if they lack mind and soul and only consist of a brain
that responds to external stimuli. It ignores emotional states and complex motives that account for human behaviour. Pound, (2005)




Hansen, A (2012) Primary Professional Studies. London: Sage.

Pound, L (2005) How Children Learn. Step Forward Publishing

School M, (2018) Behaviour Policy.

School M (2017) Values Education Document.

Successful futures (2015 An Independent review of curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales. (online) Available at: https://gov.wales/docs/
dcells/publications/150225-successful-futures-en.pdf Accessed 17th October 2018.

The Guardian (2018) Children are tech addicts—and schools are the pushers (online) Available at:

Welsh Government (2018) Digital Competence Framework (online) Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/180620-




