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ABSTRACT

The Sramanyaphala Sitra (Buddha’s Discourse on the Six Directions) introduces the
theory of the six ethical relationships, placing filial piety at the forefront. It elaborates on the
responsibilities a dutiful child should fulfill when practicing filial piety. However, with the
advancement of technology, society has increasingly prioritized scientific research while
moral education has been gradually neglected, leading to a growing ambiguity in the
understanding of ‘filial piety’. Notably, the sutra does not merely present theoretical concepts
but is based on real-life examples. By analyzing the text, six fundamental principles of filial
piety can be derived: the ability to survive, care for parents' health, care for parents' mind,
keep sincere, inheritance and funeral rites. Although the specific ways of practicing filial
piety may evolve with time, its core essence remains unchanged. Therefore, by integrating
these six principles into modern society, filial piety can still be effectively upheld. This study
is based on this perspective, aiming to provide contemporary society with practical guidance

for the implementation of filial piety.

Keywords: The Sramanyaphala Siitra (Buddha’s Discourse on the Six Directions); Practice

filial piety.
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In five ways a child should minister to his parent as the eastern quarter:-Once supported by
them I will now be their support; I will perform duties incumbent on them; I will keep up the
lineage and tradition of my family; I will make myself worthy of my heritage.>*
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In five ways, young householder, a child should minister to his parents as the East:
(i) Having supported me I shall support them, (ii) I shall do their duties, (iii) I shall
keep the family tradition, (iv) I shall make myself worthy of my inheritance, (v)
furthermore I shall offer alms in honor of my departed relatives.?®
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26 Translations of Narada Thera, Everyman's Ethics: Four Discourses of the Buddha,access to Insight (BCBS Edition), 25
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2 [ This is a sacred custom of the Aryans who never forgot the dead. This tradition is still faithfully observed by the
Buddhists of Sri Lanka who make ceremonial offerings of alms to the monks on the eighth day, in the third month, and on
each anniversary of the demise of the parents. Merit of these good actions is offered to the departed after such ceremony.
Moreover after every punna-kamma (good action), a Buddhist never fails to think of his parents and offer merit. Such is the
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