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Some may think my chosen subject as little more than a ‘lucky’ writer however; upon further research we can see her path has always surrounded a desire to become a published author, and now a truly successful one. The subject of my report is none other than talented children’s author J K Rowling. With an in depth look into her struggle to become a recognised author we can see the path taken and how J K Rowling has become an entrepreneur to be admired. A critique of the title statement will run through the report and help determine if it is truth in this case.
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Quoted as saying “I lived for books” (J.K. Rowling Website Limited , 2016), we can see here a brief history of the transition in the life of one author. At the meagre age of six, a young girl named Joanne ‘Kathleen’ Rowling began writing her first story, ‘Rabbit’. Although it has never been finished it put young Joanne Kathleen Rowling on a path she would return to throughout time. Her first novel was written when she was just eleven and tells the story of seven cursed diamonds and the lives of those who owned them. Could this have begun her on the path to her greatest novels? J K Rowling studied French and Classics at Exeter University and whilst there read an array of books expanding her knowledge further.
Some nineteen years later, delayed on a train from Manchester to London in 1990 she began toying with an idea for a story. A young boy who discovered that he is from a wizarding family. The ideas for a series of books grew over the next five years with segments being written on scraps of paper.
After working in varying positions and after a failed marriage, J K Rowling settled in Edinburgh with her young daughter. Now a single mother on a low teaching wage and unable to keep her tiny Edinburgh flat warm, she would often sit in a small café called The Elephant Café sipping tea and writing her much loved novels.
Though now successful, there were many rejections for her ideas and it was not until June of 1997 that her first novel was published by a UK publisher, Bloomsbury Children’s Books and quickly became a best seller (Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2018). It is here with an original print consignment of just 500 copies (The Guardian, 2008), Harry Potter and his adventures in the Wizarding World would enter our lives. Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone, the first of seven instalments.
Later in 1998 is was published and very soon it became one of the most loved children’s books. As of February 2018, it is still ranked 8th in the ‘Love Reading (for kids)’ top 10 children’s reading books in the United Kingdom (Love Reading 4 Kids, 2018).
Following the success of the first instalment, another six novels were published in the series spanning a ten year period with the last being published on July 21st 2007.
J. K. Rowling has, to date, written in total twelve novels encompassing the Harry Potter series, with no doubt more in the pipeline. Two further novels in her own name and in 2013 her first contemporary crime novel was published.
The Cormoran Strike series was written under a pseudonym as she wanted to ensure her new series would be judged for their take on a different genre and not being compared to the Harry Potter series. After being outed as the author just months after she stated "It has been wonderful to publish without hype or expectation, and pure pleasure to get feedback under a different name." (The Guardian, 2013). Upon the release of her identity, sales for the crime series increased by a huge 158,000% (Spence, 2013)
Many of J K Rowling’s’ novels have been adapted to stage and screen and between this and the novels, J K Rowling has become one of the wealthiest women in the United Kingdom.
In an interview with Oprah Winfrey, Oprah explains how J K Rowling has become the first self-made billionaire author in history, selling over 400 million copies in 69 different languages and over 200 countries worldwide (Rowling, 2010).
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By definition, the English Oxford dictionary states that an entrepreneur is “a person who sets up a business, taking on financial risks in the hope of profit” (Oxford English Dictionary, 2013).
Though this statement is true, it takes a great deal more to become a successful entrepreneur. When researching the traits of an entrepreneur, particular traits are repeated and stand out to me; Passion, vision, be a risk taker, creativity, a strong sense of self and resilience. These are but a few traits and the one that stand out in interviews with and pieces written about J K Rowling.
J K Rowling may not have intended on becoming an entrepreneur but she has an incredible creative ability to reproduce the ideas and stories she sees in her mind to paper, to compile different series of novels involving such imaginative twists and turns and in different genres. In that comes the passion of belief in what she is doing. Without passion people would merely live a mundane existence but, the passion one has for an idea and putting that idea across to others separates them from the mundane. From her interview with Oprah Winfrey (Rowling, 2010), we can see the passion and determination she has for this series and the length of time it took to encapsulate it. 
She speaks of her vision for the series in the future and her conviction that her idea, if seen by others will be hugely successful. She says regarding the time when she was writing the initial novel, “The difficult thing is to get published, if it is published, it is going to be huge…” .  The passion and vision shown behind her beliefs shows in the optimism she had for the future. After the initial chapters were rejected by some publishers, her resilience did not waver and her perseverance eventually paid off. Churchill once said “success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm” (Neal & Conway, 2013).  It also takes a strong character to take rejection, turn it around and keep going. No matter what I read or see, there is always a strong sense of self portrayed by J K Rowling and although there have been difficult times in her life she takes those moments and uses them in her work. Her sense of self and self-worth have grown as again we see in the interview with Oprah Winfrey (Rowling, 2010), the belief in herself has grown immensely over the years and is now content in the knowledge that she is the best person she can be.
The financial risk for J K Rowling may have been low in comparison to some risks taken by other entrepreneurs but is not only finances that an entrepreneur risks. The hours spent writing the novels, which may or may not have been successful, meant putting a risk on her relationship with friends and family as it would possibly have distanced her from then during this time. She never gave up when times were tough, had she decided to then her life would very likely have been very different and her talents hidden from the World.
We all have the ability to become more than we are and it is up to us to make the changes. J K Rowling persevered and has impacted the lives of millions through the power of reading and imagination.
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‘The heroic myth begins with the hero's humble birth, his rapid rise to prominence and power, his conquest of the forces of evil….”
(Kets de Vries)

I do not feel that the statement as a whole is true of J K Rowling, I do however believe that she decided to take her gift and share it with others. She could just as easily have ceased writing or not taken the route of trying to get her work published. It is a choice we are all given in life; do we use our skillset as well as we can and work hard to achieve great things or do we just go idly by each day. The struggles faced in her personal life made her a strong and independent individual. There does not seem to be any evidence to show the lack of discipline or pushing against rules. It appears to me the only ‘conquest of the forces of evil’ appear in her novels. 
The titled definition of an entrepreneur as a hero in the 21st century is highly debatable as one has to look at the individuals and the reasons behind what they do, what they achieve and how they may or may not give back. It is possible Kets de Vries thinks that all entrepreneurs are narcissistic individuals who do everything solely for themselves. 
Entrepreneur Derek de Toit says “The entrepreneur who starts his own business generally does so because he is a difficult employee. He does not take kindly to suggestions or orders from other people…” (Kets de Vries, 1985). Whereas some may fit in to this statement comfortably well, this is not always the case. J K Rowling was born with the unique ability to put her thoughts, ideas and dreams eloquently to paper but it was her personal life which made her push to see her novels recognised, be become more than who she was. Her ‘own business’ in respect would be her ability to write.
We can see J K Rowling comes from a working class family and her rise to fame and fortune has shown her to be a true hero of literature but Kets de Vries sees success as a poison for entrepreneurs from a ‘humble birth’, a way of diminishing their character and reducing them to greedy and selfish individuals. Does he believe that people who create their own success only do so out of greed? 
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In conclusion, through reading different angles to Kets de Vries theory, I do not agree with his definition of an entrepreneur and how they are portrayed as noted in this critique of the title statement. There is more to each individual entrepreneur and we cannot classify them as any one thing. It is however the personal traits which define hero or evil.
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