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Introduction 
This assignment highlights a planned trip to a local beach, Oxwich Bay. I have not followed a forest school ethos when planning this trip as, although I have given children opportunity to slightly move away from a task more towards their interests, I have planned every activity and have left nothing fully child-led as I wanted to get the most out of this experience and keep the children on task. Although I have not completely embraced a forest school initiative, I have kept forest school philosophy in mind, wanting children to learn to respect nature and build on skills and developments outdoors. 
This particular educational visit has been planned with several areas of skill developments in mind. The activities themselves have been designed to use very part of my chosen location to its fullest potential to develop children’s skills in different areas of the curriculum. 
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What do we mean by ‘Learning Environments’? 
Wikipedia defines Learning Environments as “educational approaches, cultures, and physical settings for all types of learners and activities.” 
A learning environment must embody safety and offer pupils the opportunity to learn. I would describe a Learning Environment as an area that is safe and can be accessible for all children. A child needs to feel safe and secure in order to take in information effectively. Learning environments should “Ensure health and safety. Health and safety should be basic concerns for those creating a learning environment for children.” 
Learning Environments can “vary from classroom to classroom and context to context. There are four types of learning environments, each with unique elements. Learning environments can be student- or learner-centered; knowledge-centered; assessment-centered; and community-centered.”
A Learning Environment can also be created within the classroom, and does not need to be a school trip or anything specific. The right teacher can create an effective Learning Environment on their own without any additional resources or specific location. 
Melissa Angela offered several steps that must be taken in order to create such an environment. Step one stated teachers needed to “Create order and remove clutter.” She further went on to explain that “children need to feel that there is orderliness in their environment so that they can learn. A room that is free of clutter will help them open their minds to new things.” A Learning Environment is more effectively created when there are no cluttered distraction around the room, which helps children to focus. Furniture and displays around the room can also be used to achieve this desired level of focus in children. 
Another proven way to achieve a sufficient Learning Environment is to “Ensure comfort. This includes temperature of the room, comfortable furniture and aesthetic appeal.” This could also be said for the lesson and subject itself. Although it is important to not always keep children in their ‘comfort zone’ and to push them to take on more challenging tasks just slightly outside of their ability, the challenges set cannot be completely impossible. This is highlighted using Vygosky’s Constructivist approach of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) which “is the difference between what a learner can do without help and what he or she can do with help”. 
An interested point highlighted by Livestrong is the idea of including the “children in the creation of their environment. This includes having their artwork or accomplishments posted on walls. This will help make their environment welcoming and comfortable.” An area created by the children would hold more value and importance to them, and also give them opportunity to create an environment, from their own interest, they’d be happy to learn in.
Pupils also need to be “Provided support, praise and feedback”, as this will allow them to learn from their mistakes or be praised on various actions. The final step states to “Provide discipline when necessary”. This is in order to keep control within the classroom and keep the learning flowing with little interruptions.
Aims of Educational Visits 
+ 
Choice of location + rationale 
The aims of education visits is for a child to broaden and develop their knowledge, skills and experience outside of the classroom, in a safe environment. Ferndale Community School stated “Educational visits offer an invaluable opportunity to enrich young peoples’ learning, raise their self-esteem, increase their motivation and appetite for learning, and improve their health and wellbeing.” 
My choice of location is Oxwich Bay and Village. This location has been chosen because of the variety of educational opportunities it offers. Oxwich Bay and Village offers opportunities to include elements of History, Religious Education, Art, Geography and Science, as well as other areas, from the curriculum and combine them into my planned activities. This location has also been used for the purpose of educational visits for primary schools in the past, meanng that it is safe, with the suitable preemptive statutory protocols put into place.  This area also contains smaller areas of rich history in close proximity of one another, within walking distance for the children. 

The Curriculum +  Statutory Protocols 
+
Prior to the visit (children + staffing etc) 
Within regards to the statutory protocols when organising any educational visit, certain restrictions and guidelines must be adhered to. Most obviously, a consent form must be signed by a parent or guardian to allow their child to participate in the educational visit. The correct adult-to-child ratio will be put into place ((DCSF/WAG) “1 adult for every 10-15 pupils in school years 4 to 6”). Were this trip to actually take place, then I would not be expected to plan it alone. Within the Nut Health and Safety Briefing, it is stated that “Teachers should not be expected to start from square one without assistance and advice when asked to organise a school visit.  No teacher should become involved in organising a school visit unless he or she has been provided with supportive documentation derived from the experience of others.” I would also need to assume that this was not my first year of teaching as “Newly qualified teachers should not normally lead school parties in their first year of teaching”. “Supervision arrangements for swimming activities should include provision for supervision by qualified lifesavers”. Though no children will go into the water during the visit to Oxwich Bay. More importantly, the briefing further details that one member in the party must be a qualified first aider in case a child suffers an injury during the trip (“At least one member of staff should be a qualified first aider and aware of the special medical needs of any member of the party”). 
With regards to the curriculum, History, Religious Education, Art, Geography and Science will be my main focus during the visit (as mentioned previously). Some areas will be more prominent in my activities than others, but opportunities to further develop their skills in these areas will be given. 
The bus cost will approximately be a voluntary £2.50 per pupil. Children who are on free school meals will continue to recieve this during the trip also and will be given a ready-made lunch provided by the school. For pupils not on free school meals, a packed lunch will be needed for the trip, as lunch will not be provided. 
Due to this visit being planned to take place during the spring term suitable clothing will be needed. This includes wellies and a light waterproof jacket. 
Age of children + class context explained 
For the purpose of this assignment, the class size is thirty pupils. The age group of the class taken on this trip will be Year 5 (9-10 years old). I feel as if this trip and it’s tasks set will benefit KS2 the most. I recognise that some of the students in this class are at an ALN learning level, and that the class as a whole are mixed ability. This will need to be taken into account for this trip. Accessibility, for children who arent as abled bodied, will also need to be taken into account during this visit. For example, ramps and suitable wheelchairs for the trip, as well as an additional adult for one-to-one supervision. Children will all come from different backgraounds, therefore, the price of the trip will need to be taken into account. 
The theme  
My overarching theme for this trip is Sea Life, which would have previously been focused on in class. However, within this vast theme, there will a focus on pirates and their lives and history, the history of Oxwich Bay and Village (the area mostly focused on during this year’s theme) and pollution and litter at the seaside. 
Research for this theme would include gathering the correct subject knowledge important for the effective completion of this visit. Due to one of the activities being very demanding of subject knowledge and information, research beforehand is vital. Children are also unpredictable in behaviour and questioning, and may ask questions that the teacher will need to be prepared for. 
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During the visit 
+
Skills development 
(A full timetable of the trip, as well as all full lesson plans, can be found under the appendix). 

We will begin the visit at the Bay where the children will make notes for their post-visit task. Once on the beach, the children will be stopped and asked to take in what they can feel, smell, see and hear. By using their senses, they are more involved in the learning. ReadWriteThink talks about this in their article, highlighting how the outdoors helps to push children’s development further with experience, (“The outside world shapes children's development through experiences that they have, which include using their five senses”). They further state the benefits, for example, “Drawing a child's attention to the five senses and discussing them increases understanding of and communication about the world around us”. The purpose of school trips is to create first-hand experiences for the children that are memorable. However, after briefly taking notes, the children will move onto their first activity and will be split into smaller groups and allocated an adult to accompany them. This activity is designed to allow the children to explore along the beach and look at, and possibly collect, what they can find. This involves searching rockpools also. After the activity, children will regroup and will share what they have found and their predictions of where their sea-life creature belongs in the food-chain. The skills here mainly focus on teamwork skills, social skills and wellbeing skills, as well as encouraging independent thinking and problem solving. These skills involve giving pupils opportunities to “contribute to group discussion, taking some responsibility for completing the task well”, “turn ideas suggested to them, and their own ideas, into a form that can be investigated”,” build on and develop the ideas of others in group discussions, e.g. by asking questions to explore further, offering more ideas”, etc. (Full lesson plan and skills targeted provided under appendix).
The children will regroup and go for lunch. After lunch, the children will be placed into the same groups and will be given their next task. By keeping them in groups for certain tasks Cooperative Learning (Dyson and Casey 2012) is encouraged. I found that this strategy for some tasks is a good way for pupils to not only improve their own learning through groupwork, but to develop the skills and learning of others in their group. I find that small groups are more effective than larger groups, as smaller groups encourage more vocal problem solving, while shyer pupils tend to be ignored or unable to speak in larger groups. For this task, the children will need to find and collect items and objects on the beach in order to create a sculpture of their choice using their imagination. This is to encourage teamwork and creative thinking. Teamwork and Wellbeing skills are targeted here yet again, but this time with the inclusion of Art & Design from curriculum. Letting pupils “describe and make comparisons: between their own work and that of others” is a very important part of art, as a subject, and reflection, regardless of whether they are reflecting on a professional artist or themselves. Pupils should also be able to really stretch their imagination during this activity and “should design and make both imaginatively and expressively”. This is the most important part of this activity, besides letting the children have fun, as they should be able to create what they envision using their imagination. This activity is designed to be fun and framed more like a game than a lesson. Bunker and Thorpe (1982) found that games can, not only make pupils want to participate, but can actually develop particular skills and children’s general understanding. This theory, “Teaching Games for Understanding”, can develop various areas in children, including “Game Appreciation” (which translates into appreciation for the activity), “Tactical Awareness”, “Skill Execution” and “Decision Making”. 
The children will then take a walk to key points in the area, led by the teacher. The reason this activity will be completed last, is because of the physicality of the task. If the pupils are tired, they will be less willing to participate in the other activities. The children will be stopped at these key points to complete a short task that encourages knowledge from a variety of subjects. This will allow pupils to display knowledge from their strongest subjects, as well as develop their weakest. Subject knowledge is very important during this activity, as the teacher will act as a guide and will be the only source of information during this activity. Such key points include, Oxwich Village, Oxwich Graveyard, and Oxwich Bay. At the village, the children will be stopped and told a brief history of the small village. The main focus will be on John Wesley and his visit. This is a good opportunity to link Religious Education in with the visit. He children will then visit the Graveyard. Two main points will be highlighted here. A short history of the graveyard will be told, including how mysterious creatures are said to have shown themselves here in the past, and how the graveyard contains a pirate’s grave. A choice will then be given to the children. By giving the children a choice, they are more likely to want to do the task set out. “Giving children choices helps them feel like they have some power and control over what they do. It’s a step in growing up” (Penn State Extension, ). The children can either draw a friendly mythical creature that they would want to encounter at the graveyard, or they can draw what they believe the pirate looked like before he died. This is another opportunity to develop children’s art skills in a different way to the previous activity. The class will then return to the Bay, the final key point. The class will be told about the reputation of ship wrecks the bay has. The pupils will be set a final task to write a short story on a pirate, travelling to or from Oxwich, and how they may have crashed at sea. This task is for developing creative writing in the pupils. As we finish on the Bay, we can go straight to bus to head back to the school. This activity has the goal of developing a vast range of skills in the pupils. This involves Geography skills, History and Religious Education skills, Art and English skills, and Physical Education skills, as well as opening children up to the natural environment and to make them more aware of littering and pollution. These include giving pupils the opportunity to “build on and develop the ideas of others in group discussions, e.g. by asking questions to explore further, offering more ideas”, “observe and ask questions about a place, environment or a geographical issues” and giving children the challenge of “identifying the appropriate steps and information needed to complete a task or reach a solution”, due to the big range of school-taught subjects within this one activity alone.
 
As mentioned previously, I want pollution and litter to be a very emphasised overarching theme during all of these activities, as it is important to raise the children’s awareness to this ongoing environmental issue. This, in turn, would follow the ESDGC standards of creating “Ethical, Informed Citizens” by keeping them aware of two of the big themes of the ESDGC, ‘Natural Environment’ and ‘Consumption and Waste’. 


Post visit (children+ correspondance) 
+
Skills development 
Following the visit, one final activity is to be completed within the classroom. The notes the children had gathered using their senses at the beach will now be returned for this task. The children will be asked to write their own creative poem on the beach, describing what they can see, feel, hear, smell, find, etc. The poem should highlight their experience on the beach. Through this activity, I plan to develop children’s creative writing skills. 
The skill I will be mainly focusing on is giving the pupils the opportunity to “write with a clear purpose, showing consideration for the reader, e.g. by choosing appropriate vocabulary and presentational devices”. The children must be able to express what they want to say clearly, otherwise this activity has very little point to it. Children should also be able to “gather and organise information and ideas”. This is to develop their organization skills and possibly their time management. These poems should descriptive, imaginative and concise in order to develop these skills. The children should also be resourceful, using their thoughts and notes previously gathered during the visit, when approaching this task. Children should also “Craft their writing by using the standard forms of English”. The pupils should be able to use their extensive understanding of English writing that they have learnt during their time at school. 
I am also aware that I must measure the children’s learning from this visit. During the post-visit phase, this is where it would be most effective to measure children’s learning and the impact the visit has had on their skills. This will mainly be done through the use of an interactive whole-class quiz and, more prominently, through reflection and class talks.
Conclusion 

As stated previously, these activities are designed to use the location of Oxwich Bay to develop children’s subject areas in the curriculum and to connect them with the location itself. Beach Schools Wales stated that the beach “offers schools the opportunity to get outdoors with the sole aim to connect pupils with the nature of the coast; studying, exploring, experimenting, observing, searching, identifying, conserving, protecting, enjoying and creating.”
 Equally as important however, the activities are designed to keep fun at the forefront of the children’s learning. Once they lose their enjoyment then the children will cease to learn. “The importance of children’s play is recognized throughout the world. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child – which lists the rights of all children and teenagers – states (in Article 31) that every child has the right to play” (Playful Childhood’s). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trips can also allow teachers to learn about their pupils unique learning styles. This information can then be used in the classroom to improve their performance during lesson. “When planned and implemented well, learning outside the classroom contributed significantly to raising standards and improving pupils’ personal, social and emotional development” (Ofsted). According to the National Justice Museum, “Extra stimulation in new environments can be particularly beneficial to pupils and can help teach life skills, build on social skills and improve independence and self-confidence”.
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Appendix

	Time
	Activity

	9:00 AM
	Bus Leaves School

	9:45 AM
	Arrive at Oxwich Bay Carpark

	10:00 AM
	Gather at Meeting Point on Beach/Gather nots for post-visit activity

	
	Begin [First] Tide Activity

	11:00 AM
	Begin [Second] Sculpture Activity

	12:00 AM
	Lunch 

	12:45 AM
	Begin [Third] Tour Activity

	1:45 AM
	Gather Class and walk back to Bus

	2:00 AM 
	Bus Leaves Oxwich

	2:45 AM 
	Approximate Arrival Back at School


(Rough Draft of Visit Timetable)
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