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Assessment Tasks
Part 1
This article examines Iceland and other Nordic countries, emphasising how important it is that all children have the opportunity to play outdoors whilst in Education. When carrying out a government debate on the outdoor environment, many teachers in the study agreed that the outdoors has a positive influence on children.  In the Cirriculum guidelines it states:

The outdoors, as a positive learning environment.  A great place for encouraging children to enjoy themselves, think highly of their natural surroundings, and a place where they can exercise and live a more  healthy lifestyle ( Norodahl and johannesson, 2013 no page number).

The emphasis on the outdoors has occurred for a long period of time in Iceland intended for children between one to six years of age to be able to play outdoors on a daily basis. In schools for children aged six to sixteen, only have the opportunity to use the outdoors at breaktimes. It is not stated how much input teachers provide for children in the outdoor environment, as every teacher and school will vary. In Iceland there are signs that teachers are practicing the outdoor environment more often than they did before. In Reyjavik, the capital of Iceland 70% of schools say that they do implement outdoor eduction. (Oladottir, 2008). 

References
Noradahl,K. Johannesson,I. (2014)’Icelandic teachers’views of using the outdoors’ Education,3-13: International journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education.44, No.4, ( September 2014), pp.391-406.

Part 2a
The topic discussed in this essay is regarding Forest schools. A definition of forest school has been prepared by the forest school network, which states that:

It is an inspirational Process that offers children, young people and adults  regular opportunities to achieve, develop cofidence and self esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment (Murray and O’Brien 2006, no page number).

Individuals are concerned that children in school do not get the opportunity to experiment the outdoor environment like their parents did when they were young, due to parents being concerned of them getting harmed or hurt. Children also have alot more to do indoors these days, due to the influx in technology. That is what( O ‘Brien and Murray) also suspect.There is also research that states, if children are not fortunate to explore the outdoors whilst at a young age, they will not be encouraged to when they are older. They will also miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of access to nature (Ward, Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Et al 2004). Outdoor learning is distinct to learning in a classroom environment. 
The Welsh government are encouraging teachers to practise forest school in their own schools, especially in the foundation phase.
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Ward Thompson, C. Aspinall, P. Bell, S. Findlay, C. Wherrett, J. Travlou, P. (2004) “ Open space and social inclusion” Local woodland use in central Scotland. Farnham:Report to the forestry commission.
Welsh Assembly government. (2009)”Outdoor learning handbook” Cardiff: WAG


Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagarism. Students need to avoid this as it is an academic offence, and could lead to penalties.

This statement regarding, only having to reference when using a direct quotation is false. You must reference all sources of information that has been taken from other sources. 

I believe that wikipedia is not a reliable way of researching information for academic assignments, due to the information not being accurate, false and misleading. Information can also be edited by people. My outcome of this statement is false.

Instructions on how to present a very long quotation:
· Place the quote away from the main essay text,
· Indent quote on each side of essay, 1cm either side,
· The quote should be single spaced,
· The quote should be in italics,
· You do not need to use quotation marks.

The stategies in undertaking research skills for an academic assignment are: Organise and make an action plan, so that you allocate the correct amount of time to the assignment. Read through the instructions so that you fully understand what is being asked. There are many resources for you to obtain research from, such as, libraries, websites, government journals, lecture notes and emails. Making notes and thought showers are also beneficial when researching. If you use information or quotes from websites, remember to make a note of the address as it can be very difficult to find the source later on in the study when you come to referencing.

















Choose a chapter from The study skills handbook by Stella Cottrell, and write a critiical response.

Introduction
This essay involves looking closely at chapter six ‘Research Skills’ in the handbook.The aim of this chapter is to guide undergraduates how to develop their basic techniques of research and establish that they understand the requirements involved.
The main finding in this chapter is that the writer is defining the word ‘research’. The authors intentions throughout the text is to introduce the student to different ways of general research skiils.  
It has been found in this specific chapter, that there is proof of an extent level of paragraphs used and words linking between them. There is no proof of any statistics of numbers used in this chapter. The quick tips in this handbook are as valuable to you when you require immediate information, as to developing a broader understanding long term. Some pages have illustrations and a strong visual design which acts as memory joggers, supporting learning and making the book more attainable, enjoyable and engaging.  The writing style in this handbook definately suits non expert academic students, as it is easy to read. The content is concise and clearly laid out, which also assists the student to understand more fully.It is defininately informal, it explains things in an easy to understand and logical manner. The author has used a large number of persuasive language in a friendly manner for the benefit of the student. There is also objective and subjective language  throughout this handbook, which enables the student to apply skills more effectively in ways appropriate to a higher level of study.
In this chapter there is a clear statement that the author’s aim is to make students understand the difference between basic research and research at academic level. The author has an Informed Opinion which is based on knowledge of the facts and carefully considered principles. The author claims that in higher Education you will be often asked to apply your own ideas and opinions. you are expected to show and extend your understanding of a subject and use more definate information than a typical person in the street. The evidence in this chapter  is valid and reliable due to the handbook being developed over twenty years by hundreds of students carrying out practical work. The study skills handbook aims to prepare, encourage and offer guidance through this time.(Stella Cottrell 2008) helps you develop the skills you need to improve your grades, build your confidence and plan for the future you want. 
Being a student in higher education for the very first time, can be daunting to alot of people .Several studies have found that many students have negative beliefs and attitudes toward research, including, in many cases, significant feelings of anxiety (Green, Bretzin, Leininger, & Stauffer, 2001; Lazar, 1991; Maschi et al., 2007; Secret, Rompf, & Ford, 2003; Siegel, 1983).
My overall opinion of the text is that the author clearly shows her tried and tested approach to research skills has a positive approach to undergraduates studying for the first time, or returning to study. This chapter on research skills is an appropriate article for students in the study skills handbook.
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