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Hello, in my presentation I will be exploring the Key milestones throughout history, that have shaped the youth work we practice today. 
I will be looking how the lives of young people in the sixties compare with young people today. The society they live in, the barrier they face and the issues that impact their lives. 
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To understand where youth work is now, it is important for us to look back and reflect on where Youth Work started!
The foundations of Youth work were established in voluntary organisations set up to support working class young people with their spiritual, moral, and physical welfare. 
· Sunday schools were set up to support children working in factories with basic reading and writing skills and instil Christian values on their only day off with the hope it would reduce crime and improve their lives. 
· Ragged schools’ movement had one key purpose that was to provide free education and supporting the basic needs of destitute children. They focused of the “4 R’s” (Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, and Religion).
· YMCA was founded to improve the spiritual, social, and physical condition of young men during the Industrial Revolution. The main aim was to support the growing numbers of young men moving to cities for work who often struggled with loneliness and lack of support. 
· Uniformed organisations like Boy Scouts, Girlguiding and armed forces Cadets, focused on developing character, integrity, respect and duty. Being a good citizen, obedient and loyal to king and community and helping others. 
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On this slide you can see some key points I would like to highlight in the timeline of the events, laws and policies that shaped the Youth Service and that led to the Albermarie report being published.  
· 1914 to 1918: World War 1 
· 1916: National and Local Juvenile Organisations’ Committee established ‘to concern themselves with the physical and moral welfare of the young in time of war.’ 
·   1939 to 1945: World War 2, during this time there was a rapid growth of young people attending voluntary organisations to access support.
· 1958: Albemarle' Committee appointed and 1960 The Albemarle Report released, a landmark report 
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Often the sixties is a decade described as the “Swinging sixties, a time of the ‘peace, love and rock and roll. Driven by pop culture, political views and rebellion. It was a time that empowered a generation to want more from their lives. 
When we look at the key aspects of youth culture in the sixties, it is important to understand that this was the first generation free from National service. This gave them more freedom, time and more opportunities for financial independence unlike their parents had. The post war era saw increased numbers in the population resulting in this generation being named the Baby Boomers. 
· Music and Identity – The youth culture in this time was defined by the fashion and music that this is where young people of this time found identity and self-expression. Bands and artists like the Beatles, The Who, The Kinks, The Rolling Stones, and Hendrix soundtracked a generation and inspired fashion. The shift from conservative fashion to bold style trends influenced by designers and models like Mary Quant and Twiggy emerged. The Mini skirt, Go-Go boots and shift dresses were a few examples of this influence. The sixties 
· Subcultures – During this time several new subcultures evolved in the youth scene. From Mod to Rockers and Hippies. Each had their own unique style and identity. It was a time of rivalry between these groups of young people which led to large group clashes. The most notorious clashes happened May 16-18, 1964, on Brighton beach, where mods reportedly threw stones and deckchairs, leading to 76 arrests and 17 police officers injured.
· Social changes - the rise of a counterculture heavily involved in protesting against tuition fees, the Vietnam War, nuclear weapons, and traditional social values. This included underground media and a shift toward hedonism and experimentation with drugs.
· Education and Gender shift - The number of young people attending university doubled during the 1960s. Although inequalities remained, young women gained more financial independence and freedom, engaging in fashion and pop culture, while navigating complex changes in sexual norms. The "Swinging Sixties" transformed British society from a reserved, postwar society into a dynamic, creative, and diverse culture, shifting attitudes towards authority, sexuality, and lifestyle that lasted long after the decade ended
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The Albemarle Report, published in 1960, is considered a significant milestone in the development of youth work in England and Wales, and led to the expansion and professionalization of the sector.
The report was a response to concerns about adolescent and teenage delinquency, the emergence of a distinct teenage culture, and the growing significance of teenage consumption.
The Committee found that the Youth Service was seen as neglected or "dying on its feet," indicating a struggle for resources and relevance in serving this changing population. It also found the Youth Service was facing "acute depression" and needed better-trained professional leaders and improved facilities, rather than just adult-controlled supervision.
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In this slide we are looking at the 
· Employment and Education: High employment rates for young people, often leaving school at 15 or 16 and immediately joining the workforce, particularly in manufacturing. Whereas present day we have significantly lower employment rates. According to the CIPD, youth employment (16–24) fell from 62% in 1992 to ~50% in 2024, mainly because young people stay in full-time education longer.
· Housing and Finances - Housing for young people has shifted from an era of affordable, accessible homeownership and available social housing in the 1960s to a "generation rent" crisis today defined by high costs, low ownership rates, and heavy reliance on parental financial support.

