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This assignment will discuss Transgender and how this group within society has had to connect with the politics of recognition during the last fifty years.  There will be an exploration of the Transgender community and their struggle for acceptance and how this struggle was affected by the politics of recognition.  In his landmark text Taylor (1994) claims that misrecognition of another person’s identity is disrespectful and that recognition is ‘not just a courtesy we owe people. It is a vital human need’ (Taylor 1994).  And according to Taylor (1994) this need is arguably ‘one of the driving forces behind nationalist movements in politics’ (Taylor, 1994).  
Political Recognition is considerably the modern and developed way to form recognition for oppressed and marginalized individuals. The crucial value of recognizing recognition of gender identity goes as far back as the eighteen century (Martineau, Meer and Thompson, 2012). The Recognition theorist Charles Taylor (1994) outlines traditionally the necessity for identity to be recognised. Additionally, he noted the need to have ‘distinctive characteristics of ones group acknowledged’ (Taylor, 1994). The term recognition has several meanings, but most notably it is vital way of appreciating and showing the respect to other individuals. However, it is also essential to develop individual identities (McQueen, 2015).  The identities are formed in some ways through relationships formed with others.  It is suggested that for individuals to be recognised in a positive way of who they are, they need to experience feelings of, self-esteem, self-worth and self-respect (McQueen, 2015). The theorist Maslow refers to the Hierarchy of needs which contains five level of needs that need to be achieved in order to succeed in life. For a transgender person to be enable to move up the pyramid of needs to reach the top which is self-actualisation they will need to fulfil their self-esteem. This can only be achieved if people are recognised positively for who they are namely identifying in the with the gender of their choice (McQueen, 2015). 
In order to consider Transgender in the context of the politics of recognition it is important to identify the different meanings of transgender, the struggles that are associated for the individuals in this group and how they will gain equity in society. This will be achieved by explaining what social construct of gender is (Lorbet, 1991). It will give a brief history of the transgender movement and the complexities that different individuals in the community have experienced which create different layers of issues.  Discussing the pivotal case of a transgender model marrying a man who knew she was transgender, and then having the marriage withdrawn (Ormrod, 1970).  It will consider whether the need for recognition was the driving force for the beginning of the transgender movement following the riots at Stonewall in America (Stonewall, 2019).  Some transgender citizens who have had sex-reassignment surgery now regret their decision and want to revert to the sex they were born in. Even though the Equality act 2010 statutory Code of Practice (2011)  is in place, transgender people still have abuse in work, education and hospital.  When children and young adults are growing up they sometimes consider themselves as a different gender to what they were born (gov, 2011).  They do not all go through treatment and some however revert back to the gender they were born with as they get older. In these instances, can these children be considered transgender or are they just exploring their sexuality (Barnes and Cohen, 2019).   
According to Stonewall an umbrella term for is Transgender identifies  themselves as the opposite sex from that which they were born with.   For example, if born with men genitals they refer themselves as a female. Some would say that they are born in the wrong body.  According to the National Health Services (NHS) Gender dysphoria is when an individual is suffering or in discomfort since there is a discrepancy between their gender identity and biological sex. It can also be recognised as gender incongruence. Gender Identity is what gender the individual identifies with and feels about themselves (NHS, 2016).   For the majority of people gender identity and biological sex are classed the same however this may not be the case for some.  For instance, some may not feel they are either a man or a woman while others may have genitals of a man but identify as a woman (NHS, 2016).   Although transgender people may not identify themselves as trans or identify themselves in the sex they have changed to. Some will be lesbian, gay or bisexual transgender (LGBT), or some might be heterosexual. There are some people born with both genitals this as known as intersex which can be mistaken for transgender (NHS, 2016).
In order for a child or adult to proceed the process of changing into the opposite sex they will have to undergo, family therapy, psychotherapy of the child, counselling or parental support, working with the child and their parents, evaluations of the development of gender identity and hormone therapy (NHS, 2016). The child will work with the multidisciplinary team, in this group there will be a wide range of health professions such as Mental Health Team (NHS, 2016). The latest research shows that eighty percent of children that identify themselves as transgender that by the time they reach puberty or adulthood they revert to cisgender (Temple-newhook et al., 2018). Temple-Newhook et al (2018) also stated that the research was insignificant as it needed to be a broader and longer study.  
Instead of being determined by biological facts, Social Construction Theory states that society has a direct influence on individuals. Society imposes and stereotypes specific roles for men and women and as such what is accepted of them (Lorbet, 1991). A person can be born in a male or female body but can be swayed into to behave in a particular way or perform a role that expected of society. However, society has changed to meet the needs of individuals who may not conform to the environment (Lorbet, 1991). 

One of the prominent misconceptions about transgender if that individuals always have sex reassignment surgery. In the article written by Heyer (2019) he suggests the outcome of the Hopkins study that having sex-reassignment does not resolve their unhappiness, and that it did not relieve the pressure of serious psychological difficulties.  It indicates that Having the surgery does not treat Gender dysphoria, and by taking hormone tablets is an upsurge risks of suicide (Heyer, 2019). All surgery not just sex reassignment surgery has risk and the early forays into sex reassignment surgery were a huge challenge to undertake and arguably things have come a long way since those early days.  According to Heyer (2019) people would not be in a rush to have sex-reassignment surgery if they knew the problematic past of the surgery. Instead more recently, focus appears to center on the pushing of the rights of transgender, tolerance and acceptance.  Rights, tolerance and acceptance are of paramount importance but there are other issues that need consideration.  There are people who now regret their gender re-assignment surgery.  Whether or not surgery should be done is a controversial subject.  Surgery remains controversial even though the procedures endured by the first people to undergo them have improved.  Lili Elbe (born Einar Magnus Andreas Wegener, December 28, 1882– September 13, 1931) was a pioneering transgender woman. She underwent a series of four or five sex reassignment surgeries beginning in 1930 and died of infection related causes the following year (Avnstorp, 2019).  
Barnes and Cohen (2019) discussed a woman called Debbie who wanted to transition to a man. She was on testosterone-masculinising hormones tablets for seventeen years to make her more masculine and grow facial hair.  Debbie underwent surgery and fully transitioned believing that she would be better accepted in society (Barnes and Cohen, 2019). However, now at the age of 61 years he wants to transition back to the female gender assigned at birth and is detransitioning. Subsequently with some people wanting to transition back maybe the process of transitioning needs to be questioned (Barnes and Cohen, 2019).  Another, women who took the hormone tablets for two years stopped taking them because she liked other women and came to the realisation that she was a lesbian. Realisation that she was a lesbian was not immediately apparent because she had not encountered a person who was lesbian before (Barnes and Cohen, 2019). Another woman growing up considered her gender as a boy although she did not take the hormone tablets, and after a few years went back to identifying as a girl. Now this individual has created a group for detransitioners and had over 300 people in the group (Barnes and Cohen, 2019). These examples further endorse the complexities and confusion that people experience regarding their gender.  There is no official data for the number of people who detransition, some studies have suggested 2% while others suggest lower.  But experts have told BBC news that the studies are flawed (Barnes and Cohen, 2019).  Even if this figure is low these people are marginalised and need a voice and as Taylor (1994) maintains misrecognition of another person’s identity is disrespectful.  But these complexities relating to gender arguably make this recognition difficult especially when some individuals transition and then later detransition.  
In 1951 Roberta Cowell was the first woman to endure sex-reassignment in the UK. At this time people were referred to as being Transsexual. Roberta formally known as Bob used to be a racing driver and flew a Spitfire in the Second World War (Stonewall, 2015).  He was married with two children, however once he told his wife that he wanted to transition, she refused any contact with the children and they grew up without their father (Date, 2007).  In 2011 Roberta Cowell died in her flat unaccompanied and alone with only a few in her funeral. Because of this the understanding perception of transgender individuals have increased substantially. Progressively after a while the word transgender replaced transsexual (Date, 2007). 

In 1966 the first Transgender support group was established the name of the group was The Beaumont society. The group was created to educate the understanding of transgender to the public, legal and medical profession (Stonewall, 2019). However, 50 years ago in 1969 a type of revolution took place in a gay bar in Stonewall Inn New York against the police. The reason for this was because the police would raid the pub once a week (Stonewall, 2019).  The LGBT group protested after their frustration at these seemingly unnecessary police actions and these events are considered as being the beginning of the modern LGBT organization in the United States (Stonewall, 2019). 
Moving forward to the 1970’s one of the issues which came to the fore was in relation to transgender people being unable to marry because their birth certificate could not be altered unofficially to reveal their change in gender (Ormrod, 1970).  In 1970 a marriage was withdrawn due to April Ashley being considered as male. April Ashley transitioned into a woman in 1960, than married Arthur Corbett in 1963 (Sharp, 2002). Arthur knew that April used to be a man and transitioned before they married.  The marriage was later withdrawn and they went to the courts where it was ruled that the UK law or society could not let them fully change into their genders and bodies as they could not alter the gender that they were assigned at birth and which appeared on their birth certificates (Ormrod, 1970). This landmark case, known as the Corbett Verses Corbett divorce case has caused restrictions and discomfort to the transgender population.  When the Corbett and Corbett case came to court the judges and lawyers were mindful of the circumstances surrounding transgender people who had illegally changed their birth certificate (Sharp, 2002). The fact such individuals wanted to be recognized in their new gender maybe the court should have been more tolerant with their decision. How can participate fully in society if they cannot be excepted equally in their new gender.  However, the result of the Corbett case needs to be considered in light of the attitudes of society at the time with regards to transgender individuals (Sharp, 2002).
 Notwithstanding the Corbett verses Corbett case transgender people did not regain equity until 2004, with The Gender Recognition Act 2004 (Gov, 2004).  This Act was to give transgender people in England and Wales  equity and the ability to change their gender on their birth certificate. However, the process to have the birth certificate changed is complex and takes time. There is an age restriction, there must be an intention to stay in the new gender for life and there is further complexity surrounding status in a civil partnership or marriage (Gov, 2004).  However, The Gender Recognition Law has been deemed to be outdated and many politicians question whether it needs to be amended.  Currently the Law states that a wish to change legal gender is considered a medical or psychological disorder (Peach, 2019).  In addition there is opportunity for a spouse to veto the requested legal change.  These two clauses form the basis of the calls for the law to be changed (Peach, 2019).
A recent study was conducted in 2018 with 800 trans and non-binary individuals in the United Kingdom, it presented how equality for them should be of importance to everyone in society (Bachmann, Gooch and Hunt, 2018). Despite legislation the research demonstrated that Transgender people were nevertheless still being discriminated against and were victims of hate crime in hospitals, education and in the workplace (Bachmann, Gooch and Hunt, 2018). The research demonstrated that two out of five transgenders were subjected to discrimination or hate crime. A lot of transgender individuals suppress themselves in addition they will dress differently to not be noticed because they are frightened to be discriminated against and some will even quit university (Bachmann, Gooch and Hunt, 2018). Likewise, with limited amount of support from their family a quarter will endure domestic abuse and homelessness (Bachmann, Gooch and Hunt, 2018).  This surely endorses the fact that despite legislation Transgender people are still marginalised. The Equality Act 2010 statutory Code of Practice (2011) states that both gender reassignment and sex are protected characteristics (Gov, 2011)and refers to the reassignment of a person’s sex not gender which validates that it is possible to change sex. Additionally, the Gender Recognition Act 2004 notes that once in possession of a gender recognition certificate then the acquired gender becomes the persons gender (Gov, 2004).       
Turning attention to society and media it is interesting to note that a popular reality show on British TV could have more impact in changing people’s attitudes and values than any of the legislation.  Taking part in the 2019 series of the show ‘I’m a celebrity get me out of here’ features Caitlyn Jenner who has fully transitioned (Nicholson, 2019).  She is a well-known American former Olympic gold medallist who has been married to three different women and fathered six children.  Caitlyn who is seventy years old began her transition in 2015 (Lovelock, 2017).  It leads to the question why she was not able to make the transition years ago and probably illustrates that only now acceptance and tolerance has made her journey possible. The other consideration is that as a ‘celebrity’ can public opinion be more accepting than if it was someone living in their street (Nicholson, 2019).  Most people will never meet Caitlyn, but would it be different if it was someone they knew (Nicholson, 2019).
Reading trends in social media from people in the transgender community one of the main issues is that Transgender people say that processing of Recognition birth certificates takes too long.  Requirements state that they need to be in the other sex for more than two years before they can change their birth certificate (Peach, 2019). However, in the meantime waiting for this to happen if they needed to be admitted into hospital, new work or education they would treated as the sex they were assigned rather than the one they identified themselves with all because that is what is on their birth certificate (Peach, 2019).
Despite changes in the law transgender people are still battling for their rights.  So, have things moved forward far enough?  Has the Political Recognition of this marginalised group developed sufficiently the answer is probably not. There are complexities to overcome to change birth certificates (Peach, 2019).  Attitudes and values of the wider public are perhaps not accepting as identified by the discrimination against the transgender community which showed that two out of five transgenders were subjected to discrimination or hate crime (Bachmann, Gooch and Hunt, 2018).  High profile transgender celebrities are perhaps helping change this and bring acceptance to the fore(Lovelock, 2017).   
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