
Advanced Latin Prose: Columella 

Including Further Advanced and 
Higher Advanced Latin Prose 



How do other didactic texts on agriculture start? 

Who is the P. Siluinus 
mentioned?  

Are there phrases that strike 
you as odd or unusual? 

Are they? 
How common are 
mentions of Tellus as a 
goddess/personification? 

Is this description of 
learning processes for 
public speaking like 
others?  



For parallel 
passages in other 
primary sources 





Tools 

• Dictionaries 

– Dictionary links now updated on Moodle 

– Concordances for major authors: Vergil, Cicero, 
Livy…  

• Getting a SCONUL card: sconul@tsd.ac.uk 

• If you are in the London area (or travel there 
easily): The Institute for Classical Studies 
Library: http://library.icls.sas.ac.uk/ 

 

mailto:sconul@tsd.ac.uk


Dictionaries 

• What characterises a scholarly dictionary? 
– Coverage: time period and range of texts considered 

– Presentation of lemmata: primary sources clearly 
indicated, giving exact passage – number of examples 
cited for each lemma 

• The largest scholarly dictionary for classical Latin 
is the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae 

• The other option is the Oxford Latin Dictionary 

• Both the ThLL and the OLD are available in hard-
copy in most larger research libraries 



Tools: Parallel Sources 

• To follow up dictionary citations, online 
resources are very useful for gaining an initial 
overview 
– www.thelatinlibrary.com (for its very clean text 

pages, enabling easy word searches), the Perseus 
project, Lacus Curtius, etc.  

• For more in-depth analysis (and to get more 
contextual material) in the case of key parallel 
sources (e.g. Vergil’s Georgics), you may also 
wish to consult a commentary  

http://www.thelatinlibrary.com/


Tools: Context 

• Brill’s New Pauly Online: available via the 
Library and Learning Resource’s webpage 
through the tab ‘online library’, 
Carm./Lamp./London library, ‘all resources’: 
‘Brill’ 

• A similar handbook is the Oxford Classical 
Dictionary 

• Neither will provide all the information you 
need, but will give you useful bibliography 




