Fieldwork 1 L4: Professor Rhian Jenkins/ Mrs Elanor Alun
100% Coursework – cwk 1 (80%) Report; Cwk 2 (20%) Field notebook

	Fieldwork 1
 
	Assignment 
	Assignment
	Total

	
	80%
	20%
	

	Daniel Jackson
	63
	55
	61.4

	Rowan Kenney
	76
	50
	70.8

	Imogen Lloyd-James
	62
	68
	63.2

	Rebecca McFarlane
	84
	65
	80.2



[bookmark: _GoBack]Average Module mark: 69.1%     SD: 11
Tutor Comments:
This year the module reverted back to a non-semesterised approach, although some of the activities were obviously curtailed following the University closure through Covid.  Fieldwork 1 provides key practical skills where students are introduced to many quantitative and qualitative, practical and IT-based research. As the name would suggest, the module encompasses many field activities where students will be involved in measurement, surveying, monitoring and species identification. The skill of maintaining a field notebook is a crucial part of this module as well learning about how to record, collate and analyse data. Trips included hedge surveys, coppicing, pond construction, scrub removal, Phase 1 Habitat surveys and river stability management using willow. Due to the small size of our First year group, some of the activities were run alongside the other year groups. This proved to be successful as the ‘buddy’ practice helped build confidence and a course team atmpsphere.
Students initially were very wary of this module as many did not have a science background or had been away from education for some time. The assignment required students to undertake a data analysis investigation on our tree reclamation project in Varteg, Blaenavon. A fieldtrip initially introduced the students to the site and they were then subsequently given 12 years’ worth of data that had previously been collected. The aim was for each student to analyse tree mortality trends within an assigned plot. The assignment (which comprised of 80% of the module mark), while challenging, produced some extremely promising analysis. Of the many years that this task has been used to familiarise students with data handling, this was by far the most thoroughly investigated and contextualised by students. 
The second component is the completion of a write-up of all fieldwork activities undertaken, and is presented in the form of a field notebook. Absence on some of the fieldtrips explains the poorer performance of some in Assignment 2 and of course the University closure in March meant that fewer field activities were undertaken this year in comparison to previous.
Overall this is by far one of the most attractive components of the course for many students who simply wish to be outdoors and physically active. Covid-allowing, in October staff plan to hold a fortnight of field activities for all 3 year groups to ensure that any activities not completed this year may be undertaken


