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When we think of the police, we think of men and women who swore to protect the public from any harm. 
Back in England’s Middle Ages there were members of the local communities named as constables that were tasked with keep the peace. Men that took the role of a constable kept the position for one year as it was unpaid before another group of men took over the positions. In 1827 ‘hue and cry’ was abolished. This was when a witness would report a crime to the constable, and he would then ring a bell and other men would come and assist him with capturing the criminal. Since the late 1600’s there have been paid ‘nightwatchmen’ to patrol the streets and from the late 1800’s more rural towns started employing the ‘nightwatchmen’ (Lambert, 2022).
According to Lambert (2022) in 1829 England, a Police Force was formed by Sir Robert Peel. The Police were nicknamed as “bobbies” or “Peerlers” after Robert. At first Policemen were armed with truncheons and rattles instead of guns and started carrying whistles from the 1880’s. They also wore top hats before switching to helmets designed to protect their heads. In 1830 Constable Joeseph Grantham became the first officer to be killed while on duty. 
Fingerprinting became a huge help to Policing in 1901 and was used against Alfred and Albert Stratton to convict them of a murder and both men were hung in 1905. In 1909 police began using bicycles to get around. Police boxed became a thing in the 1920’s. inside the box was a phone so that police could contact their station if he needed help (Lambert, 2022). The Police federation was formed in 1919 after officers went on strike and in 1937 the emergency number 999 was created. 
The first female police officer in the world was reported to have started duty in Los Angeles, California in 1910 and the first British female officer started duty in 1914. The first use of police radios was in the 1960’s and after that police no longer saw a need for the police boxes therefore the boxes because redundant (Lambert, 2022).
The code of ethics was brought about in 2014 as a decision-making framework for the police. It was designed to be a framework for police to fortify their standards and their values some of which include the use of honesty, authority, equality and to be able to carry out a duty in a professional and respective manner (College of Policing, 2022)

Believe it or not but Policing by consent wasn’t introduced until 1829 when the first police force was established meaning for all the years that this wasn’t in effect the police had no code of ethics or stands to abide by (Gov.uk, 2012).

According to Tudor (2023) there has been a high number of misconduct and illegal behaviour within the police in the past few years. The UK government and policing bodies have recognised that unfortunately these cases of misconduct have led to a lack of trust between the public and the police. The UK police was built on the principle of Policing by consent. The Peelian principles or the nine general instructions were introduced to officers in 1829 when the first police force was established meaning for all the years that this wasn’t in effect the police had no code of ethics or stands to abide by (Gov.uk, 2012). The authority of the police is reliant on the trust and consent they receive from the public, however if members of the public chose to withdraw their consent, then the police would no longer have any authority (Tudor, 2023). 

In recent years several surveys conducted showed that the public is losing confidence and satisfaction in policing standards. 

One instance where we see the public losing confidence in the police is in the case of Sarah Everard. In March 2021, 33-year-old Sarah Everard was walking home from a friend’s house late at night when officer Wayne Couzens (a former metropolitan police officer) used his warrant card and handcuffs and stopped Everard. After his abduction of Everard, he processed to rape and murder her. His probable excuse for stopping Everard was the Covid lockdown restrictions as this incident happened during the height of the pandemic lockdown (Dodd, V; Siddique, H, 2021).

The judge that oversaw this case stated that the crime Couzens committed was “as serious as a terrorist atrocity because he abused his powers as a police officer” (Dodd, V; Siddique, H, 2021).  Couzens was sentenced to a whole life sentence for the rape and murder of Sarah Everard.

The coalition to End violence against women conducted nationwide research into the trust between the public and the police. The research found that 47% of women and 40% of men are beginning to lose trust in the police after police officer Wayne Couzens raped and murdered Sarah Everard
The End Violence Against Women Coalition commissioned nationwide research that shows 47% of women and 40% of men reported declining trust in the police following the publication of details about the rape and murder of Sarah Everard by serving Metropolitan Police officer Wayne Couzens. The data from the research also found that now only 10% of women said they be less likely to report a case of sexual assault to the police (End Violence Against Women, 2021). 
After the Everard murder, one council in London created a map for women to mark out areas where they felt unsafe and volunteers in Edinburgh created a phone line for women to have company if they were walking home alone (Lawton, 2022).
Police officers are under constant review. They are reprimanded for their failings, applauded for their successes, and honoured for their sacrifices (Emsley, 2021).
After the case of David Carrick in February of 2023 the Met police announced that they would be conducting an investigation into over 1000 reports of domestic abuse and sexual violence against officers. According to Proudfoot (2023) there is a “deeply systematic problem” with the metropolitan police. Proudfoot wrote that Carrick had five complaints from members of the public and did not face any punishment. Unfortunately, Carrick successfully passed two vetting’s while serving for the Met. 
Like Carrick, Wayne Couzens also had previous allegations against him while serving on the force. After Everards murder the Met announced a huge internal reform (Proudfoot, 2023). Police minister Kit Malthouse describe the murder as a "devastating blow to the confidence that people have in police officers” and stated that the police will need to be help accountable for what went wrong. He also stated that investigation will need to be conducted into the allegations against Couzens to discover where the investigation led and why it did not appear in his vetting. 
After the murder of Sarah Everard, the Home Office asked His Majesty’s inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Service (HMICFRS) to conduct an investigation into the proficiency on the police vetting and monitoring officers. This investigation concluded that “vetting standards are not high enough and it is too easy for the wrong people to join and stay in the police” (Nickolls, 2022). 
Nickolls (2022) wrote that every applicant looking to join the police must get a clear vetting before being employed and must have this reviewed every 10 years or earlier if needed. Each police force is responsible for conducting officers’ vetting’s. The College of Policing provide a Code of Practice and a guidance on vetting and while a force’s vetting department are supposed to follow the guidance, it is not a legal requirement. While concerns about vetting have been raised and investigations have been conducted, the HMICFRS found that forces were failing to reject applicants who had previously posted comments on social media that would be seen as discriminatory. One investigation found that while some applicants had allegations or convictions of robbery, indecent exposure, possession of drugs or domestic abuse related incidents against them that they still somehow passed the vetting stage (Nickolls, 2022).
In the case of 18-year-old Stephen Lawrence who was stabbed by a group of white youths in a racially motivated attack while waiting for a bus in south-east London It took almost 20 years for the group responsible to be convicted of his death. In the years following his death, his mother campaigned to get justice for her son. This campaign resulted in an inquiry into the police being held and as a result the Macpherson repost was created. In June of 2023 just 30 years after the murder, details of a sixth suspect emerged which reignited criticism into how the murder investigation was handled by the Met police. It was also announced in 2023 that the offices involved in the original investigation will not be charged for police misconduct (Meade, Nickolls, 2023).
In 1997 a judicial inquiry led by Sir William Macpherson to uncover major filing within the police investigation into Lawrence’s death and stated that the investigation had been “marred by a combination of professional incompetence, institutional racism and a failure of leadership by senior officers” (Meade, Nickolls, 2023). Unfortunately, due to the fact that Stephen was black, the police may have assumed that this was a gang retaliation murder and dismissed the fact that the murder was racially motived and that he was killed by white men.
In the twenty-first century social media is one of the biggest ways of communicating. Everyday millions of tweets get shared. If you were to look on a Police forces Facebook, you’d probably come across post asking for help locating wanted people which can help the police apprehend the suspect. On the other hand, when we see a case of police misconduct on the new people immediately jump to social media to express their opinions both positive and negative (Oglesby-Neal, et al., 2019).
We see the public express their disgust with how police handle some situations like the death of Freddie Gray in Baltimore in 2015 who suffered from a spinal injury while in police custody and from the death of George Floyd in 2020 after over 2.5 million people viewed the video on social media within 12 hours after it was posted. In the video we see a police officer kneeling on Floyd’s neck which resulted in his death. According to Oglesby-Neal, et al, (2019) the response to important events brings police actions to the publics attention and leads the public to express their opinions through social media.
To conclude the cases of Sarah Everard and Stephen Lawrence are just two of many cases of misconduct within the police. Social media also plays a big part in the views the public have on the police and every police misconduct case that gets televised gain huge attention from the public. If changes aren’t made and the number of police misconduct cases doesn’t drop soon then the public are going to lose every ounce of trust and confidence they have in the police.
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