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It's crucial to have a solid court system to maintain the rule of law and ensure equal treatment for all individuals in every locality.  The magistracy is a crucial component of this system. Individuals who must handle the criminal justice system usually come across a judge for the first time. This essay will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of relying on courts to administer justice, and how this impacts the overall effectiveness of the justice system.


In both the Magistrates' courts and the Family Court, magistrates are professionally qualified volunteers who make decisions in criminal and family cases. District Judges rule over the most complicated cases in the Magistrates' courts. Magistrates, commonly referred to as Justices of the Peace are people from various walks of life who are enthusiastic about improving their local communities. They volunteer to hear a range of cases in our courts for at least 13 days a year, in addition to receiving training. Magistrates judge criminal and civil cases in the Magistrates' courts, the Family Court, or both. Since the position is unpaid, many magistrates also have other jobs (magistrates, 2022). To become a magistrate, a person must have the following traits, Making choices that are fair, unbiased, and clear Seeing things from  aware and willing to learn are important qualities to become a magistrate.

In the UK, magistrates judge the great majority of criminal proceedings, playing a crucial role in the justice system. The role of magistrates has changed since it was first established in the 12th century to take into account changes in society and the legal system (Gibson, 2009). Currently, magistrates must pass strict recruitment and educational procedures before the Lord Chancellor may appoint them. These volunteers come from a variety of backgrounds.
As opposed to a Crown Court, magistrate's courts are intended to be more approachable and informal, enabling magistrates to interact with defendants, witnesses, and victims in a less threatening setting. Additionally, magistrates have the authority to inflict a variety of punishments, including as monetary penalties, obligatory community work, and up to six months in jail (Ministry of Justice, 2022).
The magistrates' system is criticised for lacking diversity because the majority of its judges are white, middle-class, and older than 50.To address this problem steps are being taken, such as the publication of the Magistrates Diversity and Inclusion Strategy in 2018 (C.M, 1999) Despite its flaws, the UK's magistrates system is crucial to the nation's justice system because it provides rapid, local justice in the vast majority of criminal cases. The opportunity to give back to one's community and learn more about the justice system are two additional unique advantages it provides.

In the United Kingdom, a variety of criminal and civil cases are heard by and decided by the Magistrates' Courts. The Magistrates' Courts' primary duties are criminal Cases, Because summary criminal cases involve less serious offences, it is generally the responsibility of the Magistrates' Courts to hear and decide the cases(legislation.gov, 2020), These may include infractions of the traffic laws, minor physical assaults, and low-level thefts. Hearings before Trial: Magistrates' Courts are also essential to the pre-trial procedure. They have the authority to set bail amounts, assess whether evidence is admissible. Sentencing, Magistrates' Courts have the authority to impose sentences on defendants who have been found guilty, including fines, community service requirements, and brief incarceration terms. Additionally, they have the authority to refer more serious cases for punishment to the Crown Court (judiciary, 2021).According to Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service (2021), Magistrates' Courts are also able to hear some civil cases, including consumers claims, landlord-tenant issues, and certain family concerns. These types of proceedings fall under the category of "civil cases."
Overall, Magistrates' Courts are responsible for a wide array of responsibilities. They hear and decide on brief criminal cases, as well as pre-trial hearings, punishment for guilty findings, and even some civil matters. In some situations, they even hear and decide on civil cases. Because they make it possible for individuals to get justice in a timely and efficient manner, they are a key component of the judicial system in the UK. 

It is fortunate that magistrates are not paid and serve in this role as volunteers this allows the court system to operate with fewer financial burdens. In comparison to the substantially greater costs of operating the Crown Courts, the magistrates' courts provide an excellent alternative setting for the administration of justice (Caenegem, 1999). Another advantage is knowledge of the local area, having insight on problems specific to the area is a benefit of magistrates being chosen from the area as considering local factors becomes possible when making decisions by them.
As they are Dealing with cases more quickly than Crown Courts, Magistrates' courts can contribute to the reduction of the backlog of cases and assist ensure that justice is administered in a timely manner (Teubner, 2009). As the Magistrates court is an informal setting the Magistrates' courts are less intimidating for defendants, victims, and witnesses than Crown Courts since they are less formal. As a result, there may be a more laid-back and open environment, which might promote greater interaction and understanding (Teubner, 2009).

While it's true that most things have some positive aspects or benefits, it's also true that they almost always have some negative aspects or negatives as well. There are claims that because they are not required to hold legal qualifications and so do not receive legal training, magistrates are susceptible to making errors in judgement. In Some cases, magistrates may be unable to impose appropriate sentences due to their limited sentencing powers. Sentences that are either too lenient or too harsh can be given to offenders as a result (Kessling, 2022). Kessling [2022] also states that the magistracy's lack of diversity can result in inadequate representation for specific groups In some cases, bias or unfairness may result from this also due to being volunteers, magistrates have limited availability. Delays in cases being heard can be frustrating for all parties involved.

However, things are starting to change within the UK and the courts. Between 1997 and 2009, the government opened 25 new magistrates' courts while closing 125. Around one in five magistrates' courts were closed. Between 1997 and 2008, 24 county courts were closed by Labour.7 The closure of one county court was announced by the Labour government in October 2009, and they also consulted on the closure of another county court and 20 magistrates' courts. In March 2010, Jack Straw who was the Justice Secretary at the time, announced the closure of the magistrates' courts. However, he delayed making a decision about the county court that was still operational. This also was announced to close by Kenneth Clarke, who was the Justice Secretary under the Coalition government, during the event (Sturge, 2019).

UK courts have suffered from Magistrates' Court closures. The government's closure of several courts has raised worries about growing prices and access to justice. Court closures resulted in court users, particularly those residing in rural areas, having to drive farther, according to research conducted by the Law Society of England and Wales in 2018. It is now harder for people to get justice as going to court costs more. According to study conducted by the Law Society of England and Wales in 2018, court closures have been shown to increase travel times for court users, especially those who are located in rural areas. As a result of the rising cost of going to court, it is harder for people to obtain justice. Due to the burden that the closure of the Magistrates' Courts has put on the remaining courts, case hearing wait times have increased. Both victims and defendants have experienced delays as a result, which might have a significant impact on how justice is delivered (society, 2022). Overall, Magistrates' Court closures have affected the UK legal system. Despite the government's claim that closures saved money, concerns about their impact on access to justice and justice administration may outweigh the cost savings.

In conclusion, the advantages of Magistrates outweigh the disadvantages, despite these challenges. Cost-effectiveness, building trust in the justice system, and promoting local involvement and community engagement in the judicial process are some of the benefits provided by using them to handle a large volume of cases. Encouraging the use of Magistrates in the exercise of justice is important. However, it is crucial to address the challenges facing their use to maintain a fair and effective justice system.
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