[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment 1 
Part 1 
[bookmark: _Int_JdqxDq98][bookmark: _Int_o9t8TE6M][bookmark: _Int_ljY8k9kM][bookmark: _Int_jdUjraso]Many countries now have the understanding that outdoor play and learning is very beneficial to children and their development. These countries are beginning to incorporate outdoor play into their curriculum, using it as a powerful tool to help children learn and grow. Within the curriculum it shows the importance of outdoor play and how this type of play can adapt children's ideas of the outside world and the beneficial things that can come from it, whether this be outdoor activities or exploring healthier lifestyles. Outdoor play has become exceedingly popular within the education sector over recent years and there has been many advances in research on the topic. In Iceland they see the importance of using outdoor play within their education system and integrate it within current curriculum, focusing on outdoor play whenever possible. Within schools' children aged from one to six have outdoor learning throughout the day, every day. Children aged from six to sixteen have set play times throughout the school day where they are able to go outsides and play, engaging with their peers in a different setting to the classroom. What is taught and how it is taught outside can vary depending on what teacher, school, and area. Research has shown that Iceland is currently using outdoor play noticeably more than in previous years, with more than seventy percent of schools in Reykjavik saying that they are incorporating outdoor play more now than ever.




Part 2a 
This essay will be focusing on forest schools. A definition of forest schools from within the Forest Schools Network states that, 
[bookmark: _Int_KKF93VrQ][bookmark: _Int_BbaQ8Xou]It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults' regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment. (O’Brein and Murray, 2006). 
[bookmark: _Int_aU5kufOQ][bookmark: _Int_d2ZzdOEC]There are concerns that children and young people do not get to explore and learn from outdoor settings as often as other generations have in the past. This concern is being caused by modern technology and diverse ways of learning that can be easily accessed from within the classroom. This is also thought because children do not seem to be going out and exploring in green places and woodland settings as there is increasing worry for their safety. 
[bookmark: _Int_6GmzHcGf][bookmark: _Int_fmmxEKh7]Research has shown that if children and young people do not engage in outdoor play and activities in their youth, they are far less likely to want to engage in these activities as they move into adulthood. This meaning they will miss out on the crucial emotional and physical benefits that come with outdoor play and involvement. (Ward, Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Etal, 2004). 
[bookmark: _Int_Sn5rhL5f]Outdoor educational play and learning is now being encouraged throughout schools in Wales. It has been introduced throughout the curriculum especially within the foundation phase settings, with many schools participating in forest schools. This is because it is now understood how different learning within the classroom and through an outdoors setting is.
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Part 2B
https://tamaraadaviess28.blogspot.com/2022/10/part-2b-1.html 


Part 3 
[bookmark: _Int_dm1tEm4s][bookmark: _Int_YJndrAEn]In 2005, Emma Smith published the journal article "Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales.” This article raised the subject of whether our schools are preparing students for failure through chosen methods of teaching and the way in which curriculum has been set out. This topic is still relevant to this day. Within this article I found that Smith did not seem to have a very strong opinion that she put across, however I do agree with her thought that schools within the United Kingdom are being educated in such a way that they are just being “taught to test” and that this then leads to some of the lowest success rates and lower rates of adolescence willingly going through further education due to bad educational experiences in the past due to this way of educating. The purpose of the article is to compare both sides of the argument on if the educational system throughout the United Kingdom is effective enough, this being done through the Welsh education viewpoint. (Smith, 2005 p.84) 
[bookmark: _Int_krQSeV66][bookmark: _Int_6yIIP0m8]What I take from the article is that Smith’s main finding is the unfair comparison between England and Wales as a whole and the academic results that are coming from the different countries are being taken without it being seen that there are huge population differences as well as other factors such as poverty and educational aids. I believe that the purpose of the article is to make apparent that schools within Wales are not underachieving compared to other places throughout the United Kingdom but are in fact low achieving in some areas with other factors that need to be addressed also. There seem to be many unfair comparisons made which also include the academic results in the different genders. 
[bookmark: _Int_Zle4cvhw][bookmark: _Int_3VHVbJn6][bookmark: _Int_q2hQRTqD][bookmark: _Int_uSGZ1BcP]The presentation of the journal, I believe is poor and does not help to demonstrate the true findings as effectively as could have been. There are many large paragraphs written throughout the text which can overwhelm the reader with information, this is then followed by pages upon pages of graphs showing different statistics. Personally, I think this is quite ineffective as it is an information overload and I feel that a more productive way of presenting the work would have been to explain the information, show a statistic and then move onto the next set of findings and carry that on throughout the text. I also found the journal incredibly difficult to read due to wording and the overuse of quotes and her contradictory views throughout the article. 
[bookmark: _Int_Ivv40UzZ]Throughout the article I did not appreciate the language used. I found that the language, although mainly written in a formal style could quickly switch and become more informal throughout the text. It was also written in a way that did not truly get her opinion across which then made it difficult to understand her viewpoint and what she was trying to address within the article. Sometimes the terminology was too strong and making the message not clear enough, it would have been a much clearer and concise article if her wording had been more direct. I believe due to her writing from the Welsh education side of the conversation that she was showing some subjective language and biased towards the Welsh education side of the debate. However, I did not think that she was too biased in the way that made it unfair on the other side of the debate, she was simply trying to give the Welsh viewpoint on the situation. 
[bookmark: _Int_2hsOmzXA][bookmark: _Int_cXuIH5Bt][bookmark: _Int_9bK7irPq][bookmark: _Int_YCo8uoiM][bookmark: _Int_qytHCGWy][bookmark: _Int_5XC6Algm][bookmark: _Int_Ap6tMsDU][bookmark: _Int_wYf6usWi][bookmark: _Int_NJFeRute]I feel that reliable evidence was offered within the text as they got their statistics from numerous dependable sources. However, I would argue that the evidence given can be quite simple as it is only number graphs used, I feel that if other sources of evidence were provided that this would have helped her case be better understood and would have shown a better understanding of her personal opinion. The graphs used show several types of evidence that she is using to back up her point and part of her point is that the evidence being presented to try and imply that Wales are under achieving compared to England is insufficient due to factors such as population numbers, poverty and educational aids and opportunities. The conclusion that I got from the text is that Wales is not underachieving but more on the lower achieving end of the spectrum, but once you take into consideration all the influential factors you can see how this comes into play. 
[bookmark: _Int_PZ9HGkpZ][bookmark: _Int_ZiiZa7qz][bookmark: _Int_p2MX0NNH][bookmark: _Int_Ku9VjCrM][bookmark: _Int_4tBCgw2y][bookmark: _Int_WXWO1fx1][bookmark: _Int_DuxLM6aj][bookmark: _Int_1grFtil0][bookmark: _Int_T05wxkBP][bookmark: _Int_Y3hgiOtG][bookmark: _Int_AKJz64Ny][bookmark: _Int_r1y4IOzg][bookmark: _Int_ZzDRy75W][bookmark: _Int_F2bn3Alg][bookmark: _Int_pKlGnhz3][bookmark: _Int_er1KZite][bookmark: _Int_APsyAfK0]My personal impression of the material as a whole is that I do not particularly like the text or how it has been written and presented. I understand the point that she is making and appreciate the attempt of showing the Welsh educational side of the debate, however, I feel as though the text did not do this as intended and a clear opinion on the matter was not displayed throughout. Although I have stated that I have not warmed to this article as much as I would have hoped to, this does not mean that I thought that there were only negative points to this article. I believe that the evidence used was sufficient and that she provided evidence from several different sources which helped to back up her evidence. If I were to suggest any recommendations for the article, I would encourage the author to be more direct in her opinion and to state clearly her opinions on the topic. To conclude my response, I do feel that this would be an acceptable academic source to use within one's own research. However, I personally would take quotes from this text and continue researching the topic and find more references to help make my own work more credible and clearer. 
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