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Connected Worlds 
Write a report considering the significance of one of the following resources for exploring interconnections in the Bronze Age East Mediterranean: Cedar of Lebanon and Cypress Wood using as examples.
This report will focus on the exploration of the interconnections in the Bronze Age Mediterranean. The focus will be upon the ability of Egypt adapting to the lack of raw wooden resources and how that as a result forced the Egyptians to forge new trade connections with Lebanon. I will be considering the significance of wood, narrowing my parameters to Cedar of Lebanon and Acacia wood. Looking into theoretical perspectives in context with the potential of trade and exchange, materiality, hybridity, while using aspects of radiocarbon dating in dendrochronology as an accurate archaeological method of dating the wood specimens and the manipulation upon creation of this raw material and craft into these objects. 
· Is there any evidence of the same wood being located elsewhere? Cedar wood originated from Lebanon but also found in Egypt.
Theoretical perspectives
· Outline the theory; trade and exchange, materiality, hybridity, commodities 
Materiality plays a key role in the way the material world has an affect on the impact on one’s lived experiences; this theory explains elegantly the connection raw materials are capable of having when introduced and worked with a person (Ingold, 2013). It is all about the entanglement one has with an object and in doing so we open the doors to a deeper recognition of an object having agency (ibid). This relationship one would have with the raw material is completely reciprocal in terms of the objects we create through imagination also has the ability to influence our designs further and our behaviour back (Willis, 2017). In this scenario the essence of materiality will emphasise the interpretations of the artefacts in a way in which a single human life has an impact on the object and further still, the material world as a whole. This relationship is reciprocal, the things that we design in turn designs us and our behaviour back (Willis, 2017).
Significance of wood
The problem was that the alluvial soil of both areas, despite all its advantages, could not produce this essential material. Only the sycamore and the acacia trees were an example of hard wood. Later, New Kingdom period, a range of variety of trees were introduced.  Quality timber had to be imported from abroad – Mediterranean, Africa, the near east and possibly India.
Wood can be seen to be as the reason for first proper links between Egypt and Syria. The flotillas of sailing boats between Byblos and the Nile Delta, or the Syrian coast up to northern ports, towing the rafts of timber in their wake which would then be transported across land to the cities of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Timber forced an opening in Egypt’s economic isolation, and through this breach, many other things would bleed in and incorporate themselves within the Egyptian culture in the years following. The ancient Egyptians came to diplomatic solutions with Lebanon over the importation of Cedar wood and enables the Egyptians to construct more solid boats for maritime trade and exchange, and only enhances their possibilities to travel further and connect with other trading ports within the Mediterranean.  The woods accessible and native to Egypt, woods included; acacia, tamarisk, date and dom palm, peria and sycamore fig (Ficus Sycamorus). The primary areas of use included the construction of monumental doors, construction and coffins. Many wooden objects were either painted or gilded for decorational purposes.
Ornamental woods were often used as veneers and inlays, sometimes contrasted with Ivory, bone, metals and other materials.
By mid 4th millennium BC, carpenters had developed skills and tools to produce planks of regular thickness of 2m long and 2cm thick and began to develop a range of fastening techniques that we consider characteristics of Egyptian woodworking. The methodology of using planks of this stature was a unique way of manufacturing a boat. Egyptian built craft are recognisably different from this of other cultures and demonstrate consistency in philosophy and detail over a 2500 year span.
Indirect evidence includes that of representations and epigraphy, full sized river craft were part of monuments or burials at Abydos. Also seen at Giza – disassembled boats.
Wood found at Tel el Amarna
Categorised as a long lived sample – no specification of species of the wood pieces and plant remains found
Can also use Amarna letters as textual evidence to show interconnection with maritime trade with others from foreign lands
Acacia tree 
Fits into the Dicotyledons family – Broad leafed flowering plants with two seed leaves (cotyledons), providing hard wood timbers
Acacia tree found in hot desert, Egypt to Jordon and Iraq. Widespread in tropical Africa.
The species in relation to Egypt’s geographical location, there wouldn’t have been common enough to provide much timber to supply the demand of what the people of Egypt require.
Domesticated purposes rather then for more economic values. Reason for this is because of the limitations by the small stature of the timber.
The acacia tree which grew near Thebes and was used for making the sides of ships. – Theoprastus
Textual sources throughout history giving reference to the tree being in Egypt and the purpose in which it was manipulated. Herodotus, for example, in the 5th century BC writes about the construction of an Egyptian ship and describes a typically designed construction of an Egyptian ship. Herodutus mentions about the use of acacia wood and how the Egyptians were able to successfully build a ship by creating planks of around 3ft in length and fitting the planks together as you would brick. His would then build up the hull and reinforce the structure of the ship. This would have taken an enormous amount of skill and workmen to complete. Other philosophers and historians for example; Theoprastus, Strabo, Pliny, Dioscorides. All these people give reference to the acacia tree to be within Egypt’s borders and also gives the functions of the ability to manipulate the raw materials in a way what would eventually be a major development within their trading capabilities. 
Cedar of Lebanon Wood
Fits into the Gymnosperms family; coniferous (i.e. cone bearing) trees (sometimes with berries) providing soft wood timber.
30-40 meters in height and found at altitudes of 1000-1600m located at Mount Lebanon Range – also known as the mountains of god. Cedar of Lebanon wood was commonly used for everything from everyday life to more prestige uses of the wood. Hey vary from construction, monumental doors, boat building, furniture, coffins, pit props and statuary.
The uses of cedar wood go back to the predynastic period and one can only assume with the archaeological data put forward that there have been consistent trade links between Lebanon and Egypt for wood since the predynastic period.
· Explain the significance of objects and what these might tell us about the people who crafted, used and exchanged these objects
· What relationships are being expressed through these objects?
 What would this wood have been used for; Acacia – charcoal used for smelting, boat building, construction work, furniture, coffins, bows, arrows and dowels. The blossom of the Acacia tree formed part of ancient Egyptian garlands and collars.
Radiocarbon Dating
The organic sample can be dated back to when the cells of the organic matter were still alive and growing. Although, it is important to note that this dating process is only effective when the sample is still living rather than when or if the wood was crafted and manipulated into an object. A problem faced with dendrochronology and the interpretation of the data set is that the ‘old wood’ problem must be addressed and taken into consideration when making an interpretation and linking objects and artefacts to that of an event or context. Other disadvantages in relation to the ‘old wood’ problem are the reuse and delayed use of the timber. Also, smaller fragments of charcoal and wood have the likeliness of being seasoned before the actual construction of timber. Another example of this is if hardwoods that are more durable and preserve in the arid conditions have the potential to have been reused in grander structures and monuments in later years.
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