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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Frances Kerr-Jenkins (2003453)

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Dr Judith Marshall 



Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology 

	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences ü

	Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	Quantitative 

	Experimental 
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	Online Questionnaire Survey 

	Qualitative ü

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	Online  


	Mixed Methods 

	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews ü



	Lab-based study 

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).

A comparison of understandings in our society of those who have mental illnesses and/or learning disabilities : an investigation using a qualitative interview method.






	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

Research regarding learning disabilities and mental health illnesses is constantly progressing, according to National Collaborating Centre for Mental Health (Great Britain), National Institute for Health, Clinical Excellence (Great Britain), British Psychological Society, & Royal College of Psychiatrists. (2011) one in eight people in the United Kingdom have a mental health disorder. National Collaborating Centre for Mental Health (Great Britain), National Institute for Health, Clinical Excellence (Great Britain), British Psychological Society, & Royal College of Psychiatrists. (2011) also infers that around 1.5 million people in the United Kingdom have a learning disability and about 350,000 of these people have a severe learning disability. These figures display the large amount of people in the Uk who could be seen as different or venerable. My research will investigate whether the media helps society except or shun these large amounts of people in the United Kingdom. 
Research regarding the understanding society has of mental illness and/or learning disabilities has previously been analysed. The research provided by Furnham and Pendred (1983) inferred that visual disability was more likely to receive more sympathetic opinions and be overly accepted within society compared to disabilities that cannot been seen but known.  Dajani’s (2001) research presents the argument that the use of language used in the media can influence societies’ thoughts and views on learning disabilities and people with mental health illnesses.  Both Furnham and Pendred (1983) and Dajani’s (2001) display different evidence regarding how people with learning disabilities and mental health illnesses are seen or expected within society.  
Reference List 
Dajani, K. (2001). Other research--What's in a name? Terms used to refer to people with disabilities. Disability Studies Quarterly, 21(3).
Furnham, A., & Pendred, J. (1983). Attitudes towards the mentally and physically disabled. British Journal of Medical Psychology, 56(2), 179-187.
National Collaborating Centre for Mental Health (Great Britain), National Institute for Health, Clinical Excellence (Great Britain), British Psychological Society, & Royal College of Psychiatrists. (2011). Common mental health disorders: identification and pathways to care.












	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

Does the media side with learning disabilities or mental health?
Are people more sympathetic with visible problems? 
Stigma In media? Does the language used in the media affect the thoughts and views of people?

It is hypothiesed that people with little or no experience with learning disabilities or mental health illness are more likely to side with the stigma presented in the media. People with little or no experience are also more likely to be more sympathetic towards visual disabilities/mental health illnesses. It is also hypothized that the media is more likely to side with mental health illness rather than learning disabilities.
 







Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.


Participants 
[bookmark: _Int_mutb0Wcn]Participants will be spilt into two groups, participants who have experience with learning disabilities and mental health illnesses and participants who have no or little experience with learning disabilities and mental health illnesses. participants will be undergraduate students over the age of 18. The participants will study at UWTSD and will sign up using the department’s Experimental Management System (EMS) in exchange for course credit. The study requires 6 participants in order to receive a relabel amount of data. 

design 
This study will consist of interviews, - list of questions is yet to be found. 
thematic analysis 
Independent variable – the two participant groups experience with LD/MH and not. 
Independent variable – media articles shown to participants 

Materials 
Media articles with different use of language regarding LD and MH 
Questions asked to participants 

procedure 
Participants will complete the study in the Psychology labs. Following consent, they will be shown media articles and asked a set of questions regarding LD and MH.
 the study will conclude and participants will be debriefed.
































Key Ethical considerations (150 words)


	In this section you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 

Before the participants consent to this study it will be noted that questions regarding LD and MH will be asked and if the participants find this uncomfortable to not take part. If at any point throughout the study the participant feels uncomfortable, or the questions are too much they can withdraw. The participants will be fully debriefed, along with information about the concept of the study as well as offering the opportunity to ask further questions. Mobile number of the researcher will be provided and information for help retarding MH and LD will be provided. 
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