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Script for section 2
Welcome.
                                                                                                                                                                     
This presentation is going to focus on bilingualism. Byers and Lew (2013) refer to bilingualism as having the capability to use two different languages in regular, everyday life. This presentation will include the benefits of bilingualism, Welsh, and English as an additional language, how bilingualism affects brain development, as well as divergent thinking and the new curriculum for non-maintained nurseries. 
                                                                                                                                                                      
The presentation will now begin by talking about the benefits of bilingualism. Carmarthenshire County Council (2024) discusses some of the advantages of being bilingual. They believe that bilingual people are usually more creative and imaginative as bilingualism can strengthen cognitive abilities. They also discuss how bilingual people can find it easier to focus on multiple activities at once and are also more likely to be open-minded. Absolutely Education (2024) discuss studies which show the physical impact of learning two languages from an early age on the brain. Both the white and grey matter densities are higher in bilingual individuals. Improvements in communication, creativity, concentration, and memory function are all associated with these physical changes in the brain. This links us onto the communication benefits of bilingualism. As you can see in the video from part 1, the practitioner used both Welsh and English. This would allow the practitioner to communicate with more people in the setting and help the Welsh only speakers be involved. The practitioner also used a dual language approach, which is also known as the sandwich method. Tedick & Lyster (2020) discuss the dual language approach and how, when used, it helps to reinforce learning and memory of the word or phrase that we are learning. Another benefit we can discuss is options for young people in the future. Absolutely Education (2024) believes that bilingual young people have greater opportunities further on in life and with their careers. Multilingual or bilingual employees are in higher demand by many employers. People that are bilingual are in higher demand, particularly if their second language is extensively used. 
                                                                                                                                                                       
Moving onto Welsh as an additional language or English as an additional language, which is known as WAL or EAL. Pembrokeshire County Council (No date) explain how these children do not speak English or Welsh as their first language. A child may be classified as EAL or WAL if they were raised by parents who speak a different language other than Welsh or English at home or if they were born abroad. So English or Welsh becomes their additional language. Pembrokeshire County Council (No date) believe that since a child’s home language is their first language and their thinking language, the children should be encouraged to use it at home. It is crucial that they continue to develop this with their family. This links to the rights that all children in Wales and across the world have from the UNCRC (UNICEF, no date). Article 30 states that “you have the right to speak your own language and follow your family’s way of life”, whilst article 7 tells us that everyone, including children, should “have the right to a name and a nationality”. A child’s first language should always be respected, and Pembrokeshire County Council (No date) encourages this by supporting children throughout their education with dual language books. They also encourage the children to talk in partners or groups in class to encourage communication through learning socially with each other. Pacey (2016) discusses Vygotsky’s Social Constructivists Theory. Vygotsky proposed that children create their own knowledge and learning within a sociocultural framework. His theory is based on children acquiring their knowledge through language and that language and cognitive development go hand in hand. He believes that children reach a point where they need the support of their peers to continue learning, which is known as scaffolding, which will enable a gradual process of development. Making language fun and learning through play links with Article 31 from the UNCRC and how the children have the right to play (UNICEF, no date). Play should be the foundations of everything in Early Years and Pembrokeshire County Council (No date) believe that this is the way they will learn first, as learning academically can take longer to learn. However, Education Week (2023) discusses how staffing can be a barrier when using dual languages with children which could be due to lack of staff or funding. When using a different language to a child’s first language in a nursery setting, practitioners should think about the childs confidence and how they are feeling. As you can see in the video from part 1, the practitioner had Welsh and English-speaking children in the setting, so not only was using both languages beneficial in allowing the English only speaking children to be learning Welsh, but it was also ensuring that the Welsh speaking children were involved and able to take part. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
The next section of the presentation will discuss brain development. According to Radboud University (2024), a bilingual child's two languages are constantly engaged in their brain. They do not believe this is confusing for a child but provides insight into the processing of a language. Gathercole & Thomas (2009) discuss how bilingual children use different languages in various aspects of their life, depending on their exposure to each language. The author also discusses how it can be difficult for a child to move from one language to another. Enlli Thomas, in a video from Bangor University (2020) discusses how giving children more chances to hear and speak in a second language is essential to their progress. As you can see in the video in Part 1, the practitioner is using both Welsh and English throughout the session to ensure that all children are exposed to both languages. The practitioner would allow plenty of time for the children to respond to the questions when asked about that colour they could see to ensure that the children’s brains had enough time to process the question and to provide an answer. The practitioner would use repetition of words to reinforce learning. Radboud University (2024) believes that the degree of influence that both languages have on one another does depend on which one a child hears or uses more frequently, which would depend on how fast they could process answers in each language. Each child should be looked at as an individual. Bialystok & Craik (2006) believe that regularly speaking two or more languages from an early age is linked to beneficial brain changes. They also discuss how learning various languages is important to help individuals understand other people, different cultures and ways of thinking. Vanhove (2014) tells us how Lenneberg defines automatic language acquisition as happening only during a vital period, from age 2 to puberty. After this, Lenneberg believes that is it too late to learn a new language as it progresses too slowly. This is linked to the Immersion Method, which Mudiad Meithrin (no date) explains as taking advantage of the child being in this vital period to aquire a new language, rather than learning it. It is a way of recreating this learning in the same way as a child learning their first language. They also suggest that this should be done in a fun way through rhyming or singing. It is visible from the video from part 1 that the practitioner sang a Welsh song in a fun way at the end, only through the medium of Welsh. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
Moving onto divergent thinking, Bangor University (2021) believes children that speak two languages can quickly switch between tasks and ignore irrelevant information. Baker & Wright (2021) believes that children classified as divergent thinkers have greater levels of creativity and imagination in their thought processes. This is linked to bilingualism as divergent thinkers are more likely to think outside the box and invent their own ideas to be able to socially learn another language. However, although Booton et al (2021) believe that bilingualism has many advantages for children, they do not believe that divergent thinking is one of them. In agreement, Robert Robinson (2016) shares a video on divergent thinking and how education can damage children further down the line in respect to divergent thinking. The video describes divergent thinking as the capacity to view numerous responses to a query and to be able to see multiple answers.
                                                                                                                                                                         
Linking in to the early years framework and programmes. 
Welsh Government (2017) have a strategy for Wales to have one million Welsh speakers by 2050. BBC (2023) explain the objective as enhancing the availability of Welsh language instruction in English-medium schools and to increase the count of schools under the Welsh-medium category. Welsh Government (2024b) have a policy governing the use of Welsh in the provision of public services, which is modernised by the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure of 2011. Welsh language standards guarantee that the Welsh language is treated equally with the English language in Wales and serve to support and promote the Welsh language. Welsh Government (2024a) provide the curriculum for non-maintained nursery settings in Wales. This emphasizes how learning should be fun. As seen in the video in part 1, the practitioner made the activity fun and engaging for the children, which is creating a positive and strong environment for growth of bilingualism. 
                                                                                                                                                                         
To conclude my presentation, it is important to understand that there are many benefits of bilingualism for children now and in the future. Different methods of helping WAL and EAL children to learn another language were noted, although some barriers of staffing and funding also managed to get in the way. Bilingualism was noted as being difficult for children as they would need time to go between the languages, although the benefits were incredible and it was argued that it could result in more divergent thinkers. Wales has policies in place to ensure that practitioners are treating Welsh as equally as English. 
Personal conclusion here. Speak more Welsh with Welsh staff to provide better care etc. 


Thank you.
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