Host Logbook
1st week
At the start of the short film project, we were put into groups, I was incredibly pleased with my group as I’ve worked lots with each actor in the past and felt a friendship with these actors, Rowanne has a wealth of knowledge particularly in make up skills. Amy is always super enthusiastic and encouraging, she is a great contributor to ideas and always ready to work. Evan is an extremely funny and talented actor and naturally takes on the role of organiser / leader of the group which can take a lot of the rest of the groups shoulders and he does this very diplomatically, Yacine is a good actor especially when it comes to the serious roles and i looked forward to seeing what character he would play.

The Idea Stage
 The first task as a team was to discuss and contribute ideas, I had already been thinking of an idea for a short film that i still aim to do at some point, when covid rules do not apply and I have found the right pair of actors.
My idea is called the Street and is based on two bedrooms in opposite sides of a busy and dodgy street, the action happens out of their windows and they both relate to what’s happening outside and describe it to us the audience. An accident happens or tragedy occurs on the road outside and both the female and the male characters meet on the street and fall in love.
I believe that this is going to be a great piece but that it is really a play on stage , not a short film.
Another idea I had is based on a true event that occurred in Belfast, I did not know this man but many of my friends did. A party loving 20 something is always blasting his music intensely loud, until the noise is as clear as day to his serious and hard-working neighbour. A pattern occurs of the same cycle every day and is looped twice each time the worker asks the raver to turn his music down it is a failed effort. One night worker snaps and confronts raver, walks into his house, stabs him repeatedly until dead, then turns the music off. Goes home and sleeps peacefully.
The group felt the small space of this scene was not good for covid rules and that there was not enough characters in it. I still plan to do this piece outside of uni as I think it would be immensely powerful and people in COVID lockdown can relate to annoying neighbours.
I also had an idea called “girl with tissues “ but again this required a small space and only a few actors, this play would deal with the trials of a young and vulnerable woman, living in the big city by her own. I wanted to show the darker side and less glamourized side of city living – Drugs , sex, loneliness. 
Two ideas were brought up by the group altogether, these were “Host” and “Pandemic” 
Pandemic was basically about the illuminati or similar high up secret organization using a virus to kill, this idea developed into “Wylde” where the experiments are still happening behind scenes and under a secretive groups control, the test subjects escape and each has an animal power, the doctor and his henchman go on the chase to get back their experiment subject who are worth an awful lot of money. In the end we felt that meeting up and shooting this wile sticking to covid rules would be complicated, the lay out of “Host” was much more practical.
Writing Stage

By the end of the second week, we had Uta Hagened our characters and created a second draft of
 Script for “Host”, we received helpful criticism and ideas from Dan and Keiron. They said the quality
 had upped several levels since Monday which was pleased about.
Rowanne had a great idea to use make up to make those involved in the car crash look very hurt 
with cuts and bruises. I felt this was slightly over the top and admittedly was relieved when Keiron
 gave the feedback that it would be one month after the car crash and not a couple of weeks, so they
had healed somewhat over this time. I liked kerions phrase “writing is just re-writing” – it sums up 
the process perfectly for me. I think it can be a slow process, but it is very satisfying seeing it all 
come together.


Technical aspects 

By the start of the third week, we had a clear story line, a near finished script and a good idea of
how to film “Host” over zoom So I was feeling positive and exit about going forward. Personally, I
had created my background of the zoom call, bottles and mess and had Uta Hagened my character
 William Tout.
By Wednesday of  week three, I had begun to block my movements around the room and had 
started playing around with different camera angle ideas. For example, me dropping my phone into
 a pile of bottles. It both makes the scene look chaotic and also gives a nice clinking bottles sound 
effect which is then cut short. This all builds into an uncontrolled atmosphere.
 I also changed my zoom picture so it was more “William” and less me.

Rehearsal Process and Initial Feedback

I showed a friend a rough version of the film and was happy to say I got positive feedback.
 He was gripped and keen to finish the film once it started meaning we have an interesting story at 
least.
Character notes I received from Keiron were to act more drunk and lairy and less distraught. When
 dying I should come on screen quickly and not gradually think about what angles to use for this,
 (camera facing ceiling light)
Use movement, but controlled movement, unorganised will make no sense, properly block these
 movements.
By Friday of this week, I had a final script and had nearly learnt my lines, we now began a more true
 off script rehearsal process, it began to feel less clunky as everyone was getting more familiar 
their lines and ques.
Over the next week we did a lot of different takes , each time doing things a bit differently until we
 felt comfortable with what worked , it was really useful having Lloyds criticism about the script and
 we took a lot out that was too obvious to the audience and this meant they relied on our acting if
 what was going on over our narration and pointing things out which didn't feel natural enough and
 spoon-fed our plot to viewers.
By the start of our final week everything was coming together smoothly and felt much more
 Believable.

First Edit

Getting to see the first edit of the film after James had taken all the shots and our ideas on board 
was exciting and I was really pleased with the connection glitches when “host” was taking 
over and killing people, they felt very grimy and creepy and delivered the right mood for our piece. 
The new intro with the car crash and the phone ringing with Amy’s face so we see her final voicemail  
to Adam, that was really interesting and sets up for a bit of a twist at the conclusion.
My only criticism of the footage used for myself was my death was a bit over the top and had more 
time I would have tried a couple off different deaths. This is just me thinking about my own acting, I
thought the others all acted well, I particularily enjoyed seeing the others when they react to my 
death, and the final shot with Amy crying was enormously powerful and haunting.
 I was glad and surprised my singing off killing me softly was not completely terrible.

I was nervous about showing our rough idea to the rest of the class but actually thought ours was really good and we received good feedback from our classmates. 
 I could see how difficult it was a task in general but thought each group had done well.
I really look forward to seeing the final edit and think James will do a great job, in creating an error feel to the whole piece.

Obstacles
I learnt that as an actor it is better for me to work in a different area to my own home, I found it was a distraction and I could not sperate my work life with my home life as the two were clashing often in this period. Right now, I have been facing some personal issues and think getting back into the classroom would be really good for me so I look forward to the next module.  I was grateful through this that my group was so understanding and helpful, encouraging me to stick with the project, I really appreciated that I already felt a friendship with each member of the group. 
Rowanne had a car crash into her home which destroyed the telephone line where her broadband internet was coming from, this meant for a week it was difficult to arrange rehearsal with everyone. 
Yacine was working part time during this period and also could not always be there. 
Amy and Evan were always there and always enthusiastic and, its really good to vibe off this energy.
I faced the obstacle of not having a laptop at the beginning of the process so I had to think differently about camera angles and movement but in the end felt that doing it from my phone actually gave a nice chaotic and unorganised atmosphere to my shots and especially my death scene. I am extremely grateful to have been given a Tablet “Go” by the university although it only arrived at the end of the project so I never got to use it for this module, but it will be invaluable to the rest of the course.

Positives
To be able to show people that under covid rules and with no budget or props that I can still produce work shows how as actors we can adapt to an ever-changing world.
I would be happy to add this to my portfolio of work as the character is similar to one I would like to play in another film or play, I think I suit the more mad or bad Scottish character and William Tout is a good example of someone I could comfortably play.

Uta Hagen – my character 
Who: William Tout, Scottish uni student studying music production ,23 depressed, in grief, turning to alcohol, loves bikes, 
Circumstance: Has just lost his oldest and best friend, He is drinking heavily to cope with and cover up the grief, He is now in the group therapy session, becoming annoyed at his friends bickering. 
Relationships: Jackson was a good friend to him and the rest of the group, he glued them all together, Adam is probably who he is now most close too, he feels judged by the others, and hasn’t much time for their petty arguments. Feels disconnected from the group
Wants: He wants to get his emotions off his chest, to have support from the others
Obstacle: The others dismiss William, largely ignore him and when they do speak to him appear to be judgmental about his drinking.
How do I get what I want: Gets drunk to get enough confidence to talk , eventually snapping and breaking into a rant before being killed. 

Research / references

ROT - Silent Hill - YouTube
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3 Ways to Act Drunk - wikiHow

3 Ways to Make Fake Blood Without Food Coloring - wikiHow Fun (wikihow-fun.com)

6 tips for filming on your phone - Shootsta

Survivor Stories - After Trauma

Making A Short Film: our top 5 tips for filmmakers (city-academy.com)

How To Create A Convincing Character (nyfa.edu)

Meaning, origin and history of the name William - Behind the Name

13 years for a senseless murder: man jailed over music row stab frenzy - BelfastTelegraph.co.uk (real news article about dee cores murder. For “the door” idea. 



8 animals with wild superpowers that would make Superman jealous (syfy.com).  (For wylde)

For our pandemic film I watched several movies with the same theme of a virus spreading uncontrollably, like “wwz” “contagion” and “12 monkeys”
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