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Ethics in early years research-What is ethics?-  ethics can be someone’s principles or morals that reinforce someone’s behaviour or influences the way they conduct things i.e you wouldn’t do something that you know as a person is morally wrong. Your morals can be influenced by the media, the religion you follow, generations, the way you are brought up and taught and legal influences.




What is research in early years?- there are two  different types of research there is secondary research which is published information or someone else’s work that you are reading to collect data and you also have primary research with  is  a collection of data and facts that you have collected and looked into in order to achieve new conclusions,  but in the early years we have a different type of ethos compared to other researchers.  We wouldn’t conduct a research without a reason to do so, we do research in order to achieve a certain goal, for example we would proceed with research in order t either change something or to find something out in order to improve the welfare and wellbeing of children, we do it to explant our knowledge in order to help them, Where as other researchers in other sectors would do research with no apparent reason for something.






[image: Image result for early years]Why is ethics important to consider in early years research?- in early years sectors not being aware and considering the ethics during your research could cause harm to the children, setting and everyone involved there for it is important that you are educated and consider these before doing so, for example you wouldn’t breach the confidentiality policy because that would be causing harm to the child by using the children’s details and personal information.
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The outcomes of the research can then be shared into two different groups. The results can either be quantitative or qualitative.

Quantitative- is information that can be grouped and with only a brief answer for example the results of a questionnaire it is simple answers that can be grouped and put into a Graff.

Qualitative- is very open information, everyone’s answers are different and can’t be grouped this type of information is more of an opinion rather than solid answers.
Different methods of reacherch-
· Questionnaires
· Interviews
· Focus groups
· Observe 
· Experiment
· Case study. 

You can sometimes use more than one method of research in order to achieve the ‘triangle method’ which is comparing two types of  answers in order to achieve a different conclusion.










confidentiality and safeguarding- 
Confidentiality is essential when undertaking any form of research although if the child says something that raises concern then you would need to share it with the correct people. You need to ensure that both the parents and children are aware that the children’s personal information stays between you, you’d also have to explain who you’d be sharing your research with. To maintain confidentiality you could change the children’s names to fake names therefor they will remain anonyms, if using film you can piczalate the children out and anything that indicates where you are, and you can change the voices of the child if recorded. 






Consent –
According to Naughton et al (2010)- all participant must consent to the research that both adults and children, all humans have the right to decide what is in their own best interest and there for you cannot force them into anything. When asking for consent to undertake your research you must ask:
· Your boss/ head of your university 
· The setting
· The parents
· The children
Asking for consent-
When asking for consent you must ensure that you explain clearly what you’re doing, why you’re doing it and what will be expected of the children and staff. You also need to ensure that there is no pressure put on anyone to think they have to give you their consent, and also that they can also withdraw at any time while asking for consent because according Penny Mukherji, Deborah Albon  to children have the right to withdraw just as much as they do to consent.
You would gain consent off adults by asking for a signed consent for, this would be given to your boss, parents and staff but you also have to gain consent from the children that are participating. If the children are unable to speak and tell you that they do not wish to participate then you must look at the child’s body language, emotions for example being sensitive,crying,and movement of the child, for example if he or she is uncomfortable or walks away we mustn’t force them to participate as they also have the right to withdraw. 
By gaining the child’s consent you are following the child’s right according to  uncrc’s guidelines.  article 12 states children have the right to give an opinion and adults need to listen and take their opinion seriously. (unicef.org : no date).





















Data protection –
According to gov.uk, The data protection act was brought in 1998 and it was done to control the way that organisations manage and proses personal information. Each setting will have a data protection policy but you as an individual doing research must also follow the guidelines. You must ensure that all personal data of the child is protected and kept in a safe and secure place. Things to take in consideration would be who else other than yourself will the information be shared with? If you’re doing it for university research and it will be read by a lecture you must state this in all consent forms, but you must never reveal personal information on the child. You should also thick about where you’ll be keeping this information, whether it’s a video, recording or solid paper notes, if its computer based information you need to ensure that its kept on a safe password protected computer that only you have access to the information.  Is it going to be on memory sticks? Where are those going to be kept?, if your using a memory stick to transfer things on to a computer then you must ensure that it is removed from the memory stick and only on the computer as memory sticks are easy to miss place and fall into the wrong hands. You also need to think about what you’ll be using to film the video, for example if you used a camera or phone that it is removed and soon as it in a secure file on your computer. Once the research is over is all  the information being destroyed once done? If you destroy any form of information afterwards there is no chance of that information leaking in the future.












Making the children comfortable and doing no harm-
Before you begin your research its important that you ensure no harm is coming to the children, by following the ethical guidelines that is given to you in this hand book.to ensure the children are comfortable in your company you must attend the crèche beforehand so that the children are used to seeing you and comfortable with you and you are familiar with the setting and the children along with their background so you aren’t doing anything that would provoke and upset them,  for example the research could be based on home life, you’d need to know if there are any problems at home because that may an upsetting issue for the children to discuss. When meeting and speaking to the children its important you sit or kneel on the floor do that you are on the child’s level and they don’t feel intimidated by your presence. It’s important that your body language is open and that your voice is very engaging, by doing these things the children straight away will feel very comfortable in your presence. Its important that you don’t put any pressure on the children to answer questions for act a certain way, this could be very stressful for them and they will resent taking part. The children pay be worried about what they’re saying and what information they are sharing with you if they don’t seem comfortable enough to open up to you also. (nspcc, no date). Therefore it’s important that you become a familiar face to the children so that they aren’t nervous around you. Also another thing that could make the child nervous is having a camera pointing directly at them and they don’t understand why. This could make them act in a different way or feel either pressured or scared to do anything. Therefore you as a researcher would need to explain to the children and make it a less scary experience. You also need  to think about the actual research you’ll be doing, you need to ensure that they research is ethically sound and won’t cause harm while you are doing so . some experiments are not ethically correct and they do somethings that its arguable that they shouldn’t for example the little albert experiment by Watson according to a YouTube clip posted in (2010) the baby albert experiment was to find out if fears can be stimulated and taught. At this day in age and in this sector of work this would'nt be aloud as the early years ethos has changed. Therefor you need to ensure that you follow the ethos.
















Harts ladder- 
Before conducting any form of research it’s important to consider harts ladder and include the children in their research. As each step goes up the steps get better at the beginning the children are manipulated and that then leads to the end result of children leading the research but both you and the children are involved in the decision making. It’s important that the children are heard and listened to this then is following the children’s rights article 12, ‘the children have the right to an opinion and to be listened to.’





[image: Roger Hart's Ladder of Participation (in service learning projects) Adapted from Hart, R (1992). Children’s Participation from Tokenism to Citizenship. Florence: UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, as cited in www.freechild.org/ladder.htm ... From a service-learning discussion page on the Community Works Institute site: http://cwinstitute.ning.com/forum/topics/hart-s-ladder-of-participation]




Mosaic approach 
accoutring to … the mosaic approach is a framework to follow that was created by Alison Clark a researcher. She created this as a form of finding out what the children were thing and a form of consulting with them about that. 
She began to think of different methods that would allow children to participate. Methods such as photos, mapping, interviews and tours. 
The mosaic approach was then divided into two stages 
1- Children collect the data by using their methods with help pf adult if needed
2- Stage two is the adult and child analysing  and reflecting on the information to come up with conclusions during a discussion.
Clark wanted the framework to be imbedded into everyday practice therefore when conducting any form of research you must endure that you follow these guidelines, for example If you were conducting research on school life, you give the children a camera so that they can take photos of their favourite places- this is stage one. Stage two would be both you and the children can analyse the photos and find out which parts of the school didn’t get photographed and why don’t they like that part, from that then you can find out the children’s opinion on how to improve that particular area.









The right to withdraw
According to Edwards (2005) all participants have the right to withdraw at any point in time, and stop the research, it’s important that you as the researcher enables them to do so and makes them aware that they can withdraw at any stage, whether that’s before giving consent, during the research or after is taken place. also if the parents have given consent for their child to participate its important that they know they also have a right to withdraw, they can change their mind and not allow you to do so anymore, and you have to understand and accept that, you also must ensure that bot the parents and child know they have the right to withdraw and are not pressured, and you should not coerce them to remain in the project.
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