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Global Perspectives on Education
For this assignment I will be looking from a global perspective, referring to local and global policies throughout, how countries are faced with barriers towards their education. Comparing a low -income country’s education, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and comparing my findings with the education situation for children in Wales.
 “Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.” 
Article 28 of the UNCRC (1989)
Schooling can play an important and vital role for the development of all children of different needs and abilities. By having the correct schooling inputs can develop children’s skills to lead them onto becoming healthy, focussed productive and confident individuals. Education can raise standards and aspirations which can set values towards their life goals. Education does not just support children in developing basic learning skills, but it can offer them with the best possible start in providing them with the ability to gain employment and deliver a better quality of life for themselves. According to the World Development Report (2018) by being provided with an education can ‘open new horizons, for societies, drives economic growth, reduces poverty, spurs innovation and fosters social cohesion.’ The UNCRC came into force within the U.K in 1992 with the coherent to give children equal opportunities within their lives. Every right within the UNCRC is not more important than the other. It highlights the key points that are significant to develop a child’s well-being, confidence, developing their life skills and preparing them to become important members within society. Adults and governments working collaboratively together to make sure that every child enjoy their rights.
Education is a human right which unlocks individual potential and benefits all of society and powering sustainable development. Many countries within Africa are faced with the lack of education due to their country being in a state of crisis. Children should be encouraged to reach the highest level of education of which they are capable of but sometimes this not always the case within developing countries. Children often can’t access education because of social exclusion, conflict or poverty. Education is crucial for the development of these countries. The Department for International Development (DFID) discusses that to improve the education crisis, governments and international partners must work collaboratively together to ensure that every child is provided with the best possible start in life building towards a successful future.
           The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)  previously known as Zaire, is said to be one of the richest countries in the world regarding their natural income based on their natural resources estimated to net worth £22 trillion. With this in mind their education system faces severe challenges to provide quality education. According to US Aid 3,500,000 children are not in primary education but those children who do attend education, 44% of children begin their education after the age of six. In most developing countries education is not free, families have the responsibility to provide resources, fees and uniform for their children. Children are not able to access education because of the inequalities that originate in health, ethnic origin, language or religion. This can have a negative factor on a child’s education. Many children from disadvantaged communities are resulted in not finishing their education, due to the fact they develop ill health due to malnutrition, their families are locked within poverty and unable to provide them with adequate food and water. Children have the right to survival (ACRWC, Article 11).
            Universal primary education is becoming a major issue for many African countries. Having a lack of financial resources can have a negative impact on learning. Not being provided with a classroom, basic learning resources and the recruiting of qualified and skilled teachers is playing the key role when it comes to children not being able to access an education. The disadvantage of having underqualified teachers is that children fail to learn the key skills needed to develop in life. Adding to this, having the basis of a classroom is key. Without this, children are unable to get a decent education. Within Congo there are 2 in 4 community schools that are overcrowded which can lead to many different abilities of children not being catered for to their full potential. 1 in 4 schools are outdoor classrooms with untrained teachers agreeing with this, Global Partnership of Education (GPE) refer that just over half of the children attending the school will drop out. Within Congo, even though the children are gaining an education the resources that they use are very sparse. 1 text book is shared between 11 primary children. This has a major impact on their individual learning. Without resources children are unable to learn, teachers are unable to teach. Resources are essential for a teacher to prepare and deliver lessons. GPE aims to help deliver the resources needed to increase the quality of services to an estimated 25,000 schools within Central Africa (Global Citizen, 2016). This will boost the economy and boost the education system by giving children the ability to develop basic skills and well-being. Article 28 (UNESCO) states that ‘Every child has a right to an education’ however, children with disabilities within underdeveloped countries are being denied an education because schools are not catered to provide for them. In Africa there are 86% of pupils that are out of schooling with a disability. Teachers do not have the key skills to be able to benefit the children. The term ‘inclusive’ is unheard of within some countries. Children should be included no matter what their ability. Having an inclusive learning environment can promote a child’s cognitive development, building their self-worth, self-esteem and building their confidence to becoming independent learners within the community. Discussed by the ACRWC, the charter recognises that children’s welfare is paramount and that children should enjoy all of their rights, considering the best possible interest for each individual child. Children that have disabilities within Africa have the right to have special measures in place to support their well being and needs. 
Barriers that can face education is the conflict that countries are continuously facing. Conflict can cause educations systems to break down and prevents governments by destroying communities in which schools are based. UNICEF have reported that 27 million children worldwide are out of education due to conflict taking place within their countries. Sadly, in some part of Congo conflict is so intense that education is the very least priority of governments to tackle. Article 22 of the ACRWC aims to ensure the protection of children who are affected by armed conflicts. This right also protects children from conflicts internally within their own communities. Eastern Congo military group, Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), are known as Congo’s most abusive groups, where they have been known for widespread war crimes and the forced recruitment of children into their military group. This has enormous implications on a child education. Children are being forced to leave education. The military group use the schools as their warring area, in which causes major disruption making the school a dangerous environment to be in. Causing insufficient quality of education and children developing their prospects.
‘Children’s access to education is more often a fight than a right in many parts of Congo. Keeping students safely in school should be at the heart of efforts to build durable peace in Congo.’ Sheppard (2015)

In 2013, defence ministers in Congo changed their law affirming that ‘all military personnel found guilty of requisitioning schools for military purposes would face severe criminal and disciplinary sanctions.’ This has enabled children to progress and to gain a primary education     without any harm coming to them.
            The 1924 Declaration of Geneva in agreeance with the Declaration Rights of a Child, strongly believe that children should be protected from religious and cultural practices. Many children are within families that religion can affect them gaining an education. Arranged child marriages and leading to child pregnancies amongst some cultural groups. Preventing children from fulfilling their educational development. Within Western Congo there are 40% of girls under the age of 18 in arranged marriages and 11% of them being pregnant by the age of 16. This is a major barrier that can avert girls from attaining an education. 54% of girls worldwide make up more of the non-educated sector than ever before. Furthermore, education has evolved for girls. 29% of girls being educated with (age 15-19) in 2002 and increasing to 70% being educated in 2014, however Congo has the largest number of out- of- school children (Demographic & Health Survey 2013-14). New educational program was introduced in Congo, The Education Code 1948, with the intention of creating aims to change the education systems which would benefit everyone within the country. However, there was no aim in creating a change to girl’s education as there was a link to social organisation of native communities and their view on the value of an education. Girls were considered to be valued members of their community by taking responsibilities the same role as the woman within the house. By doing this the barrier of education would exist for many girl’s. Girl’s education has a huge impact on all of society. Education for them can improve child’s nutrition. According to the Glob al Monitoring Report by UNESCO, they classify that ‘If all women have a primary education, 1.7 million children would save stunting from malnutrition…would lower levels of child mortality by two-thirds saving 98,000 lives’ (p.147). Education between girls and boys continues to diverge, by letting girls complete a primary education. Boys are able to continue with their secondary education whereas girls less likely to progress. Fully secondary education was denied for girls before the 1948 Code of Practice came into force (Kelly & Elliott, 1982). With the introduction of the Education Sector Plan for 2016-2025, they highlight the importance of what impact education has on girls by focussing on expanding access and equality to all, improving learning and creating environments that deliver quality learning and enabling the provision for training to improve teaching standards to effectively promote child’s learning ability.
           Within Wales, Governments are prepared to focus on a child’s education, becoming a vital focus of a child’s learning experience. For Wales to promote Globalisation and for it to have an impact in society, Wales must utilize their values and interests and work collaboratively by minimising the global issues that the world is faced with today, (House of Commons Welsh Affairs Committee, 2008-2009). Within Wales, children are taught their rights from a young age, to create opportunities for them to develop their own decisions and becoming aware of them in a positive way. A child’s education is crucial for the development of their future. Children of different needs and abilities are given the chance to develop their educational needs through primary, secondary and further educational studies within Wales. However, Congo does not promote children to develop their Secondary Schooling Studies weakening the education system. As little as 32% of children between 12 – 16 years old, within Congo attend secondary school. This is due to the fact parents have to pay for their child’s educational studies. There is a lack of government support compared to the Governments in Wales, who are continuously promoting how important education is for a child to develop. Furthermore, within Wales we do not need to pay for primary and secondary education, except for children private sector schools. The effect on secondary education within Congo has an immense impact on individuals. Due to the high demand of education fees, children are forced to drop out and work within their communities, causing them to gain poor job opportunities. By this happening it can cause discrimination due to the fact that rich people can pay for their child’s education causing divisions and inequality within communities. In relation to these facts, Wales faces their own poverty battle with education. Children being brought up and being faced with deprivation within their area. According to DCSF (2009) as stated in Cook et al, ‘Deprivation has a negative impact on educational outcomes…negative impact on educational attainment, leaving pupils with fewer qualifications and skills which affects their future employment’ (p.6).
            The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD 2014) published by the Welsh Government covers the issues that Wales is facing. Some areas have not been given the opportunity or the access to opportunities and resources to be able to develop. Income, employment, health, education, access to services, community safety, the physical environment and housing are in similarity to what issues Congo is facing. These factors need to be addressed to enable globalisation to succeed across the world. Enabling all governments to highlight and to tackle the issues first and foremost concentrating that all children have the right to an education and wanting the need to change their running of their countries to enable the success of all children.

Education plays a crucial and vital role in the commitment to provide children worldwide with learning that encourages their well- being and confidence, to develop their literacy skills and supports their development in becoming valuable members within society, additionally opening employment opportunities. Education is a human right that all countries must follow to ensure the success of all children. Every boy and girl should be entitled to an education. Governments should organise, collaborate and co-ordinate in working with other countries to develop goals to draw on these needs. Heightening expectations of individual countries and their communities and ‘breaking the link between poverty and attainment is the holy grail of education.’ Education can develop any country as long as systems are in place. Education has the ability to stop extreme poverty, can boost economic growth, provide children with the best possible start in life and tackle inequality throughout. It gives children the ability to think about their future, to be able to create a better life for themselves and their families. Not only does education benefit children, adults of different needs and abilities have the capability to succeed within education. Having adults enter into education, will become role models to their own children and show that they can succeed. Having global perspectives within education can have the ability to focus governments to making a change for the better by lifting barriers that cause the lack of education within third world countries. Lifelong education and lifelong learning is to encourage individuals to be the best that they can be and to reach those goals within their educational learning to develop and progress to their full potential, focussing that children in third world countries do not get left behind and all are included within society.
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