Analysis Chapter 

This chapter will be reviewing the objectives of this dissertation and critically analysing the public’s perception surrounding domestic abuse by use of an online survey. An online survey is a reliable practical way to gather and store participants answers (Scharf, 2014). The first objective is to identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of the victims. The second objective is to assess current legislation that protects victims of domestic abuse. Finally, the third objective is to evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse and any reforms they may suggest. The aim of this survey is to help develop a critical analysis on whether UK legislation is affording protection to victims of domestic abuse.

Quantitative analysis can lead to qualitative analysis 
· = raw data 
· Asses any relationships or patterns between variables 
· Used to test hypothesis 
· Statistical methods 
· Data management 
· Understanding variable types – 
· Run descriptive statistics 
· Run appropriate inferential statistics 
· Make sure you selecting the right statistical test 
· Look for statistical significance
O’Leary (2023) The Essential Guide to Doing Your Research Project: Steps in Quantitative Analysis. Available at: https://study.sagepub.com/oleary3e/student-resources/analysing-data/steps-in-quantitative-analysis (Accessed: 20th March 2023)

Thematic analysis = identifying themes and patterns - Terry, G., Hayfield, N., Clarke, V. and Braun, V. 2017. Thematic Analysis. In: The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research in Psychology. 55 City Road, London: SAGE Publications Ltd. pp. 17-36 Available at: <https://doi.org/10.4135/9781526405555> [Accessed 21 Mar 2024].Qualitative analysis 
1. Identifying biases/ noting overall impressions 
2. Reducing and coding into themes your data 
3. Searching for patterns and interconnections 
4. Mapping and building themes 
5. Building and verifying theories 
6. Drawing conclusions 
O’Leary (2023) The Essential Guide to Doing Your Research Project: Steps in Qualitative Analysis. Available at: https://study.sagepub.com/oleary3e/student-resources/analysing-data/steps-in-quantitative-analysis (Accessed: 20th March 2023)


The survey reached a broad range of ages between 18 to 65+ year olds through the use of snowballing SOURCE. This will give a good average to the overall opinions of the public regarding domestic abuse SOURCE. Men and women participated however, 80.4 % were women. This could be because the majority of domestic abuse victims are women SOURCE even though it happens to all genders. 

The first question in the survey asked the public what their definition of domestic abuse entailed. Many, if not all, made reference to violent or abusive behaviour that may harm another within a household. Others stated that it involves cohesion over an individual’s finances or their mental state. All the data collected proved that the public have a good understanding what domestic abuse is. Some participants went into more detail listing that is includes, sexual abuse, psychological harm and shows a pattern of negative behaviour. The public may have a detailed understanding of domestic abuse because an increasing number of victims that are sharing their experiences and refuse to hide the abuse any longer so is more commonly discussed SOURCE. Not one answer specified a gender, showing that the public understand that domestic abuse can happen to anyone. 

When asked how many cases of domestic abuse were reported in England and Wales in 2022, the majority voted the highest option of 8,946,3000. This question helped to answer the first objective of this dissertation. All bar one participant thought there were over 1,192,840 cases reported. This could imply that the public believe that domestic abuse is a very current issue and that many people are currently suffering from domestic abuse SOURCE. On the other hand the minority may have thought that domestic abuse is not prevalent or that there are more cases of domestic abuse that are un-reported than reported. 

The participants were asked to arrange new laws in order of importance to them regarding domestic abuse. This was to relate to the second objective assessing current legislation. It was found that the main focus of the public was to prioritise rehoming children that were in a house were domestic abuse is present. This could be because they are worried for the safety of the children, however, it was not stated that the children were in danger. It could be presumed that adults would rather any form of abuse were aimed at them rather than children SOURCE.  The next priority was to permanently separate the victim and the abuser. It is interesting that this option was selected as a higher priority than rehoming a victim. This could be because re-homing a victim does not ensure permanent separation from their abuser SOURCE.  It was a varied response as too the priority of incarcerating the abuser. It was an even split between those who would list it there top two or bottom two. This may be because the protection and attention need to be aimed at the victim, as the abuser has had too much attention SOURCE. The least prioritised option was the rehabilitation of perpetrators, implying that the participants would not help the abuser to right their wrongs and learn. If most of the public and the law makers have this perception, then re- offending rates will not drop because it is not seen as a priority to implement rehabilitation classes to offenders SOURCE. However, there were four participants that placed rehabilitation first, and this may be for the same reason. 

The next question involved a statement implying that there is not enough legislation for victims to protect themselves from domestic abuse, and the participants were asked as to why they think this is. Not one participant disputed this statement and had very strong views which mainly targeted the legal system and the government as complying with history’s misogynistic views and having no interest in changing its misogynistic ways. A large majority stated that the government would rather prioritise other laws which regard visible crimes such as murder. Because you cannot always see abuse, it could be discarded as not worth tackling or the government does not want to get involved in the public’s private life SOURCE. Another main point is that domestic abuse is hard to prove, and many victims are not able to prove they are experiencing domestic abuse and therefore, will not receive the help or protection they need SOURCE. Another reason many participants raised was that many victims do not report their situation. This means that the number of reported cases does not reflect the true number or all the cases that might be happening in England and Wales therefore no new laws are being created as the reported numbers do not represent the desperate need for reform SOURCE. An interesting point made was that a few participants proposed that there is a lack of understanding by the government and the public regarding domestic abuse, which could lead to laws not being able to be specific enough due to domestic abuse being such a broad term. One of the most repeated answers was that victims are too scared to report domestic abuse to the police. Whether this is because they are fearful of the repercussions from their abuser or because they fear judgment or lack of urgency from the police. Therefore, more laws are not created due to the lack of reports SOURCE. 

The survey asked whether the public felt there should be any exceptions or exemptions to those who commit actions of domestic abuse. It was a unanimous vote that there is no exception or exemptions to domestic abuse. However, a small sample said that mental health or mitigating circumstances should be taken into consideration, but the persecutors should not be saved from punishment. It was also found that one of the participants noted that if a perpetrator suffers from PTSD/ CPTSD with medical evidence should receive different arrangements in terms of punishment (SOURCE – are there other cases that take ptsd into consideration?). They noted that they should still be sentenced but should also receive extra help to stop the chances of re-offending (SOURCE – any programmes to stop re-offending- do they have a high succession rate?). One answer stated that if exemptions are made it could lead to loopholes to avoid reprimands and could potentially stop future victims from reporting domestic abuse. 


 In the literature review it refers to reasons as to why victims do not seek help from the police or the law to escape domestic abuse. one of those reasons is some victims may have the assumption that any legal help they will need will cost them money and they can not afford this SOURCE. The survey asked the participants how much they thought a protection order cost and how much a protection order involving children would cost. Only 5.8% of the participants knew they were free, the rest estimated anywhere between £60 - £400,000. This shows that if victims do not have prior knowledge about the cost of different types of legal help, they might be deterred from seeking help due to their monetary presumptions and may not have access to find out this information. Most participants guessed an average of a higher price for protection orders involving children. This could be because they make the assumption that protecting multiple people will cost more than just an individual. 

£2.2 billion is spent on fraud prevention each year SOURCE, with this guidance the public were asked how much money they think the government allocated to the tackling domestic abuse plan in 2023. 82.4% of the participants guessed lower than the dedicated amount and 51% guessed half the real budget. This shows that even though the government allocate a lot of money towards this sector it does not reflect in the progress or outcome of the tackling domestic abuse plan. 

New laws can take a long time to come into action. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 was first announced to be drafted in 2017 and was not passed until 2021 SOURCE. 4 years can be too long for some victims and a lot of physical and mental damage can occur to victims during this time SOURCE. The participants were questioned s to how long they thought it takes for a new piece of legislation takes to come into action, from first being suggested in the houses of parliament. 31.4 % answered that it would take over 5 years  and another 53% choosing 2 years plus. This shows that the public does not find our government effective, even when it comes to pressing issues. 

· legal aid 
· majority voted 60% plus to victims rejected from legal aid for not providing enough evidence 
· answer is 39%
· shows no faith in the legal aid process 
· victims may not come forward for legal protection as they fear the rejection of legal help and this might be their only way 


· what evidence do you think victims must provide?
· Pics, written communication, witness, statements, phone calls, wounds, bruises, hospital records, texts, emails, torn clothing, 
· Too much
· Not sure 
· Mainly said the same however, only a few pointed out that you must demonstrate a pattern of the abusive behaviour. A diary with physical evidence – portfolio must be created for sufficient proof – source 

· As of 2021 children of domestic abuse victims are treated as primary victims. Before 2022, an abuser who did not affect the child or cause no harm to the child were still allowed contact and visitation rights because even though they were an abuser to the other parent they caused no harm to the child. On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being hardly surprised and 10 being extremely shocked, how surprised are you about this fact?
· Mixed answers 11.8% voted 1, 11.8% voted 10, varied in between 
· No faith in the government/ legislation?

· Victims not reporting to the police 
· Mainly fear of retaliation from an abuser or fear of judgement from the police.
· Financial restrictions 
· Lack of trust in police 
· Embarrassment/shame
· Reliant on abuser 
· Not being believed 
· Takes too long for help
· Lack of prosecution rates 

· Other than the police could you identify any other support agencies that aim to support victims of domestic abuse?
· majority = no
· answered charities but could not name any 
· a few said to rely on social services – source whether this would help
· named organisations were, women’s aid, victim support, refuge and Samaritans 
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