Baines: on the purpose of art
In this article, Baines clearly outlines how Ancient Egyptian art can be categorised as 'art' regardless of whether it fits our etymology of the word as the perceived intentions behind their artistic creations seem to be more multifaceted. He asserts that Egyptian artworks were 'products, created for any purpose' with both an order and aestheticism that surpasses the narrow categorisation of simple functionality. As well as this, Baines also examines how the institution of art reflected Egyptian social stratification. He points to the secretive nature of artistic production as reinforcing and legitimising the position of art as being exclusive to the elite, and emphasises this by discussing the implications of the limited material evidence of art from outside the elite class. For Baines, this scarcity highlights the split between those involved in artistic production and consumption, and the rest of society. He further discusses how increased use of hieroglyphs in art further reinforced this social hierarchy as only a minority of the literate could understand it fully - explaining how the cursive form of hieratic was more common among the literate few than full hieroglyphs. This article gives a coherent discussion of etymological applicability, purpose, and social implications of art in Ancient Egypt. 


