Daniel Defoe: Robinson Crusoe (1719):

Defoe as a Calvinist:

‘Defoe discusses three pairs of predicates [imperative and indicative predicates, as found in the

Old and the New Testaments] in his second and final sequel to Robinson Crusoe, Serious Reflections during the life and surprising adventures of Robinson Crusoe: with his Vision of the angelic world (1720): “forbear and live”, “do and live”, “believe and live”. According to Defoe, the first was established with Adam in paradise, the second as the Law with the children of Israel, and the third as the Gospel of Jesus Christ.’ [Wikipedia site, Law and Gospel]

Defoe, writing to John Fransham (1705):

‘This is the glory of [God’s] infinite Wisdom that brings to pass the great ends appointed his foreknowledge by the agency of us his most despicable Instruments and the interposition of the minutest Circumstances’.

The Letters of Daniel Defoe, ed. by George Harris Healey (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1955), p.85.

[Volume available in Lampeter library, callmark 823.51]
Defoe on the Virtue of Trade:

From The Complete English Tradesman (London, 1726), Letter XXII: ‘Of the Dignity of Trade in England more than in other countries’:
Sir,

It is said of England by way of distinction, and we all value ourselves upon it, that it is a trading country; and King Charles II, who was perhaps the Prince of all the Kings that ever reign’d in England, that best understood the country and the people that he govern’d, us’d to say, That the Tradesmen were the only Gentry in England: His Majesty spoke it merrily, but it had a happy signification in it, such as was peculiar to the best Genius of that Prince, who, tho’ he was not the bright governor, was the best acquainted with the world, of all the Princes of his age…and tho’ it be a digression give me leave, after having quoted the King, to add three short observations of my own, in favour of England, and of the people and trade of it, and yet without the least partiality [ie. without any prior prejudice] to our own country.

     I. We are not only a trading country, but the greatest trading country in the world.

     II. Our climate is the most agreeable climate in the world to live in.

     III. Our Englishmen are the stoutest and best men (I mean what we call men of their hands) in

           the world.

    These are great things to advance in our own favour, and yet to pretend not to be partial too; and therefore I shall give my reasons, which I think support my opinion, and they shall be as short as the heads themselves, that I may not go too much off from my subject.

     1. We are the greatest trading country in the world, because we have the greatest exportation of the growth and product of our land, and of the manufacture and labour of our people; and the greatest importation and consumption of the growth, product and manufactures of other countries from abroad, of any nation in the world.

     2. Our climate is the best and most agreeable, because a man can be more out of doors in England than in other countries. This was King Charles the second’s reason for it; and I cannot name it, without doing justice to his Majesty in it.

     3. Our men are the stoutest and the best, because strip them naked from the wast upwards, and give them no weapons at all but their Hands and Heels, and turn them into any room, or stage, and lock them in with the like number of other men of any nation, man for man, and they shall beat the best men you shall find in the world.
     From this digression, which I hope will not be disagreeable, as it is not very tedious, I come back to my first observation, that England is a trading country; and two things I offer from that head. 

     First, Our tradesmen are not, as in other countries, the meanest of our people.

     Secondly, Some of the greatest and best, and most flourishing families among not the gentry only, but even the nobility, have been rais’d from trade, [and] owe their beginning, their wealth, and their estates to trade; and I may add,

     Thirdly, Those families are not at all ashamed of their original, and indeed have no occasion to be ashamed of it.

      It is true, that in England we have a numerous and an illustrious Nobility and Gentry; and it is true also, that not so many of those families have rais’d themselves by the sword as in other nations, though we have not been without men of fame in the field too.

      But Trade and Learning has been the two chief steps, by which our gentlemen have rais’d their relations, and have built their fortunes; and from which they have ascended up to the prodigious height, both in wealth and number, which we see them now risen to.

….

      Indeed I might have added here, that trade it self in England is not, as it generally is in other countries, the meanest thing the men can turn their hand to; but on the contrary trade is the readiest way for men to raise their fortunes and families; and therefore it is a field for men of figure and of good families to enter upon.

    NB  By trade we must be understood to include Navigation, and foreign discoveries, because

    they are generally speaking all promoted and carried on by trade, and even by tradesmen, as

    well as merchants; and the tradesmen are at this time as much concern’d in shipping (as 
    Owners) as the merchants, only the latter may be said to be the chief employers of the

    Shipping.

    Having thus done a particular piece of justice to ourselves, in the value we put upon trade and tradesmen in England, it reflects very much upon the understandings of those refin’d heads, who pretend to depreciate that part of the nation, which is so infinitely superiour in number and in wealth to the families who call themselves gentry, and so infinitely more numerous.
    As to the wealth of the nation, that undoubtedly lies chiefly among the trading part of the people; and tho’ there are a great many families rais’d within few years, in the late war by great employments, and by great actions abroad, to the honour of the English Gentry; yet how many more families among the tradesmen have been rais’d to immense estates, even during the same time, by the attending circumstances of the war? such as the cloathing, the paying, the victualling and furnishing &c both army and navy? And by whom have the prodigious taxes been paid, the loans supplied, and money advanced upon all occasions? By whom are the Banks and Companies carried on? And on whom are the Customs and Excises levied? Has not the trade and tradesmen born the burthen of the war? And do they not still pay four millions a year interest for the publick debts? On whom are the funds levied, and by whom the publick credit supported? Is not trade the inexhausted fund of all funds, and upon which all the rest depend?
    As in the trade, so in proportion are the tradesmen; and how wealthy are tradesmen in almost all the several parts of England, as well as in London? How ordinary is it to see a tradesman go off of the stage, even but from mere shop-keeping, with, from ten to forty thousand pounds estate, to divide among his family? when, on the contrary, take the gentry in England from one end to the other, except a few here and there, what with excessive high living, which is of late grown so much into a disease, and the other ordinary circumstances of families, we find few families of the lower gentry, that is to say, from six or seven hundred a year downwards, but they are in debt and in necessitous circumstances, and a great many of greater estates also.

….

     How are the sons of tradesmen rank’d among the prime of the gentry? How are the daughters of tradesmen at this time adorn’d with the ducal coronets, and seen riding in the coaches of the best of the nobility? Nay, many of our trading gentlemen at this time refuse to be Ennobled, scorn being knighted, and content themselves with being known to be rated among the richest Commoners in the nation: And it must be acknowledg’d, that whatever they be as to court-breeding, and to manners, they, generally speaking, come behind none of the gentry in knowledge of the world.

….

    …It is evident where the [economic] difference lies, an Estate’s a pond, but a Trade’s a Spring; The first, if it keeps full, and the water wholesome, by the ordinary supplies and dreins from the neighbouring grounds, ’tis well, and ’tis all that is expected; but the other is an inexhausted current, which not only fills the pond, and keeps it full, but is continually running over, and fills all the lower ponds and places about it.
….

    Trade is so far here from being inconsistent with a Gentleman, that in short trade in England makes Gentlemen, and has peopled this nation with Gentlemen; and after a generation or two the tradesmen’s children, or at least their grand-children, come to be as good Gentlemen, Statesmen, Parliament-men, Privy-Counsellors, Judges, Bishops, and Noblemen, as those of the highest birth and most ancient families; and nothing too high for them:….Nor do we find any defect either in the genius or capacities of the posterity of tradesmen, arising from any remains of mechanick blood, which ’tis pretended should influence them; but all the gallantry of spirit, greatness of soul, and all the generous principles that can be found in any of the ancient families, whose blood is the most untainted, as they call it, with the low mixtures of a mechanick race, are found in these; and, as is said before, they generally go beyond them in knowledge of the world, which is the best education.

    We see the tradesmen of England, as they grow wealthy, coming every day to the Herald’s office, to search for the Coats of Arms of their ancestors, in order to paint them upon their coaches, and engrave them upon their plate, embroider them upon the pediments of their new houses; and how often do we see them trace the registers of their families up to the prime nobility, or the most ancient gentry of the kingdom?

Defoe on Trade in Relation to Providence:

From the essay ‘Of TRADE in General’, The Review, III (January 1706):
Trade is a general Exchange of the Necessaries and Utensils of Life, from and between Person and Person, Place and Place.

   The Principal Subjects of Trade are Included, in Provisions, House-Furniture, and Cloathing; and they are handed from Place to Place, by an Infinite and incessant Circulation; they are attended with a vast Variety of Handicrafts, to Furnish Tools to make Vessels to Convey, and Instruments to produce and preserve.

….

   Generally speaking, all the Innumerables of Trade, come under these two Heads; Natural Produce, and Manufacture. The different Climates and Soil in the World, have, by the Wisdom and Direction of Nature Natureing, which I Call GOD, produc’d such differing Species of things, all of them in their kind equally Necessary, or at least Useful and Desirable; as insensibly preserves the Dependance, of the most Remote Parts of the World upon one another; and at least makes them useful to each other, and Contributing to one another’s Convenience, Necessity, or Delight.
   And here I might digress to good purpose, in letting out, how the most Plentiful Country, receives from the most Barren; how every Nation has something to fetch from, and something to send to one another; every Nation something to spare, which another Country wants, and finds something wanting, another Country can spare; and this occasions Exchanging with those Countries, to the Advantage of both; and that we call TRADE. This necessarily implies Convenience for Portage, and that we call Navigation; and thus General Negoce began to be improv’d by Humane Industry, to Strange and Unaccountable Enlargements. 

   This Variety also, is not only Natural, but Artificial; and as the Climates and Soil, have produc’d in every Country different Growths or Species of things; so the differing Genius of the People of every Country, prompts them to different Improvements, and to different Customs. They Eat, Wear and Dwell after differing Manners; and as all People, Tenacious of their own way, seek what qualifies them best to pursue it; they seek to Foreign Climates to furnish themselves, with what they cannot have so much to their purpose, or so suited to their occasions or Inclinations at Home; and this is again Revolv’d into necessary Correspondence, they must send to those Countries some Equivalent, to satisfie the Poeplel for what they take from them; and thus we are again brought home to TRADE.
….

   The Variety, both of the Produce and Manufactures of the several Countries, are the Foundations of Trade, and I Entitle Providence to it; not only as it is found in Nature, but as it is found in Customs and Consequences of things; for GOD in whose Infinite foreknowledge, all the Accidents of Time are always present, who in one Infinite Substantial Essential NOW, in which is not past or future, must be suppos’d to foreknow that Natural Causes consider’d, and to Natural Causes, he had in his Infinite Wisdom by Laws of Nature, submitted all the Variety of Consequences; the Generations of the World, could not subsist in the Manner prescrib’d, without the Mutual Assistance, and Concurrence of one another. The bare Produce of the Earth, in many of our Neighbouring Countries, could by no means have Maintain’d the Numbers of People, which the Consequences of Trade have brought together to Answer for this Navigable Rivers, as well as a Navigable Sea, has made the Communication of Remote Parts Practicable; and Floaty Bodies are adapted for Vessels, that the Light Bodies may bear the Heavy, and Goods that will not bear it, may be fenc’d from the Inconvenience of Weather, and preserv’d fit for Use and Convenience.
  The Rivers and Roads, are as the Veins and Arteries, that Convey Wealth, like the Blood, to all the Parts of the World; and this Wealth is the Life of Kingdoms and Towns; the Support of their People, and Test of their Power.

   I wonder sometimes, at the Ignorance of those People and Nations, whose Gentry pretend to Despise Families rais’d by Trade; Why should that, which is the Wealth of the World, the Prosperity and Health of Kingdoms and Towns, be accounted Dishonourable?

   If we Respect Trade, as it is understood by Merchandizing; it is certainly the most Noble, most instructive, and Improving of any way of Life. The Artificers or Handicrafts-Men, are indeed Slaves; the Gentlemen are the Plowmen of the Nation, but the Merchant is the Support, and Improver of Power, Learning, and Fortunes.
   A True-Bred Merchant, is a Universal Scholar his Learning Excells the meer Scholar in Greek and Latin, as much as that does the Illiterate Person, that cannot Write or Read: He Understands Languages without Books, Geography with Maps; his Journals and Trading Voyages delineate the World; his Foreign Exchanges, Protests and Procurations, speak all Tongues; he sits in his Counting-House, and Converses with all Nations, and keeps up the most exquisite and extensive part of human Society in a Universal Correspondence.

….

     … If Trade abandons a Port; if the Merchants quit the place, it languishes of course, and dies like Man in a Consumption, insensibly; if these flock to a Town, Home-trade soon crowds upon them; Seamen increase; People flock in, and the Village soon becomes a City.

   In Nations and Empires ’tis the same; what infinite Crowds of People flock into Holland; Cities without Number, and Towns thick like the Houses in other Countries, that the whole Country seems to be one populous City; People in such Multitude; that all the Land in the Country can’t find Butter and Cheese for them; much less maintain them.

   All these attend upon Trade by Trade, they possess the World, and have greater Stocks of  Goods in each Country’s Growth, than the Countries from whence they have them can show. 
   Their Rivers are throng’d with Shipping like a Weed; their Naval Stores are inexhaustible; they can build a Navy, and fit it to Sea, sooner than any Nation in the World; and yet have neither the Timber or Plank, the Iron-Work, or Cordage, the Pitch or the Tar, the Hemp or the Rosin, in any part of the Country.

   All this is done by Trade; the Merchant makes a wet Bog become a populous State; enriches Beggars, enobles Mechannicks, raises not Families only, but Towns, Cities, Provinces and Kingdoms.

…

   The Merchant by his Correspondence reconciles that Infinite Variety, which, as I noted, has by the Infinite Wisdom of Providence, been scattered over the Face of the World.

…

   We Cloth all the Islands and Continent of America; and they in return, furnish us with Sugars and Tobaccoes, things by Custom becoming as useful to us, as our Cloths is to them:

….

   All the World could not have thought of such an encreasing Trade, as has been establish’d in our Colonies of America; for Tobacco and Sugar and abundance of useful things; the Cocheneal, Cocoa, Bark and Drugs of America; the Elephants Teeth of Africa; the Fish of Newfoundland and New-England; the Whales from uninhabitable Greenland, and the like; no Nation so hot or so cold, but it contributes something to another, by which Wealth is advanc’d People benefitted and imploy’d; and this in its true Original call’d, TRADE.
   In the Pursuit of this Matter of General Trade, the Nature of the thing led Mankind to a Necessity of a General Medium of Trade; and the Original of this is found in this absolute Necessity: For example, one Country Demands more Goods from another, than it can pay for in Goods of its own Growth or Procuring, or than that Country will take in Exchange: now Trade labouring under this Dilemma, Necessity drove Men to form a Medium of Trade; something whose Value being always intrinsick, would be accepted every where, and that always must attend to form the Balance and pay the overplus; and this is, MONEY.

   When this Money could not be either readily as to Time, or sufficiently as to Quantity, be procur’d; the Honour and Character of the Persons, raised from Experience of Probity and punctual Payment, made the Men easy; and in Confidence of the Integrity of the Person Trading, he will be content with to Morrow, which cannot with convenience be had to Day; and accordingly he stays the Day appointed, and then receives it; and this we call CREDIT….
