For my assignment I have chosen Frederick Douglass. In his lifetime he wrote three books on his life. I have chosen “My Bondage and my Freedom”. This starts with when he was born, covers his time in slavery and on to becoming a freeman, it goes in great detail of this time in his life. 
Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey (changed his name to Frederick Douglass after he became a free man) was born into slavery. He was born in Talbot county Eastern shore Maryland. Douglass describes the place as a small county town, thinly populated, with spiritless inhabitants and a white population of the lowest order. Soil that is worn-out and has a desert-like appearance, with run down farms, famine stricken. Douglass said it’s important to know where a man is born. He also talks of how in slave law and slave practise that records of father’s, births, marriages, and deaths, were not recorded. That “very few slave-mothers know anything of the months of the year, nor of the days of the month”.  You get the feeling the Douglass feels that knowing the place of his birth is important to him, because there is no record of his birth. It seems to give him a connection to being ‘born’. He was raised by his elderly grandparents, who were classed as old settlers and held with high regard in the black community. He talks a lot of his grandmother and the things she was good at. He also mentions the cruelty and barbarity of the slave system, that hires the mothers out, forcing them to leave their children behind mostly with strangers who don’t really care for them, he was lucky that he got to stay with his grandparents, In their log cabin. It was only as he got older that he started hearing the words “old master”, in time he discovered that in fact he had been born into slavery, and the “old master” owned not just all the children including him, but also his grandmother and the log cabin, his grandfather was a freeman. He later learned that the children were only allowed to stay there for a limited time, once big enough they were taken to the “old master”. [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Fredrick Douglass, My Bondage, and my Freedom, 1857, pg 3-42] 

The day came when his grandmother took for a long walk to a big house. There were children playing in the house, all had different coloured skin, his grandmother pointed out some saying their names to him, and then informed him they were his brothers and sisters, who he had never meet, another thing slavery had robbed him off. They were strangers to him. Douglass wrote “My poor mother, like many other slave-women, had many children, but NO FAMILY!”. He goes to talk of the heartbreak of being left they’re by his grandmother. The house belonged to Col Edward Lloyd originally from Wales, it turned out the “old master” he talked of worked for Col Lloyd, who owned the plantation, at it’s peak the Col owned one thousand slaves and the house is still owned by the family today. Douglass says this time in his life was a big part of his history and experience in slavery.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Pg 43-50] 

Douglass knew nothing of his father, apart from he was white, talk was his father was also his master, which was common among the slave community, many slave women were forced into having “relations” with their master, master’s brother, master’s son, the results being a high number of children born into slavery. Fathers and families had no place in slavery, most children were bought up by someone else, till old enough to be either sold or given to other members of the master’s family. Douglass was parted from his mother as just an infant so remembers very little of her, apart from a couple of visits when he was in the master’s house, she died when he was still young. He felt no real emotions when he learned of her passing.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Pg 51-60] 

Douglass recalls his time as a child slave, his punishments were to be deprived of food, he recalls fighting with the old dog for scarps, waiting for the tablecloth to be shaken out, so he could get the crumbs. He talks of how Col Lloyd owned everything in the area and how its, its own little world, with its own laws and never seeing anyone that isn’t a slave, overseer. How there’s probably not another plantation in the whole South, where English language is more imperfectly spoken, as it’s a mixture of Guinea and everything else, as many of the slaves came from the coast of Africa. Although we know that many had come from inland parts of Africa and were sold on at the coast of Africa, so this would be why there was so many different languages. 
Douglass was given to the Auld family and sent to Baltimore. He was to serve Hugh Auld and his wife Sophia. Life here was very different from the plantation, Sophia made sure he was fed, clothed, and had a bed to sleep in, she also taught him his alphabet. Hugh Auld was not pleased by this and put a stop it, he also told Douglass that slaves should not learn to read or write, as it will make them want to be free. While in Baltimore Douglass noticed how many slaves lived almost like they are free. This was his first taste of wanting to be free himself. Douglass now wanted to learn more and started learning from some of local white kids, and by observing the white people he worked for. Douglass got moved on a few times but was still legally owned by Hugh Auld. By the age of 16 he was sent to work on the farm that was owned by a poor farmer with a reputation of “breaking” slaves. After many beatings Douglass fought back. Douglass did try to escape but failed, he later meets a free black woman, Anna Murry. Anna helped Douglass to escape, she helped him with money and a sailor’s uniform, he boarded a train and headed for New York.  
Douglass now a freeman in New York felt joy and free of his ‘slave chains’. But he wasn’t really “free” yet, Southerners told the people of New York, that black people couldn’t be trusted. There were hired men who looked for fugitive slaves, for a few dollars they would inform the slave catchers of their ware abouts. He learned that nobody could be trusted, nowhere was safe, the joy he felt soon disappeared. Some fugitive slaves felt so lonely, hungry, and apprehensive they returned freely back to slavery. This was not a chose Douglass was prepared make, he realised he needed to put his trust in someone, that person was David Ruggles, who was the secretary of the New York Vigilance Committee and an active in the anti-slavery works. 
Mr Ruggles helped him start his new free life in New Bradford, he wrote Anna who soon joined him, and they married. Blacks from the south, this included Douglass who thought that the only people who had money, where those who own slaves, white people who didn’t own slaves were poverty stricken in the South, as owning slaves was how they made their money. In the free states this wasn’t the case, as they didn’t own slaves and still had big houses and money. Douglass meets a Mr Johnson who he became friends with, Johnson was a man of colour, had a nice house, lots of books, he was a reader of newspapers and more conversant in social and political condition of the nation and world than many slave owners in the south. New Bedford was home to the quakers, Douglass for the first time felt free and safe. Massachusetts had nothing in its constitution to prevent a man of colour from holding office in any of its states. Black and white children went to school together. Douglass took any job he could, and was proud to do it, as unlike being a slave, he got paid for his work. Three years of being free, working hard, paying his bills, he started attending meetings with other people of colour. Douglass was amazed to see men of colour drawing up resolutions offering them for consideration. Young black men educated with superior talents.
 Religion was a big part of many slaves’ lives Douglass was no different now he was settled, he looked to join the Methodist church. At first, he was unaware of the true powerful influences this religious body had in the favour of black people being enslaved, how the churches in the North were responsible for the churches in the South. Douglass first joined the church but wasn’t allowed to sit in the main part. He had to sit in the galleries away from the white people. He learned that the Methodist church was very racist and there was very little chance of him changing the way they felt, so he left. Douglass went on to join a small group of coloured Methodists and became a preacher. Douglass was introduced to a paper called the Liberator that was against the slave system and for equal rights for people of colour. Douglass thought it possible to become a public advocate in the anti-slave movement. During this time the anti-slavery movement was gaining momentum. Douglass attended an anti-slavery convention and was shocked when he was asked to make a speech on being a slave, to gaining his freedom and how slavery should end. He was asked to be an active member of the Massachusetts anti slave group. With Douglass now more in the public light, the risk of getting caught by slave catchers was a worry. The anti-slavery group made arrangements for Douglass to go to England and then on to Ireland. When applying to book Douglass’s passage on an English ship they were told he couldn’t board as a cabin passenger, as American discrimination against people of colour triumphed British liberty and civilization. Douglass’s white friends felt insulted by this, but Douglass was used to it as this was how it was for people of colour every day. Fellow passengers were very respectful of him and asked along with the captain if he would give one of his talks on slavery. This did not go down well with some passengers from New Orleans and Georgia, who worked to throw Douglass overboard. Douglass recalls that they were at the time making the threat under the influence of brandy. The Captain put a stop to it and gave the order to put them, in irons, Douglass wrote how he thought it was tragic and comic, as the gentlemen scampered and for the rest of the voyage behaved.  This goes to show the mentality of people from the south, as soon as they docked, they went running to the press, not just to justify their behaviour, but to also denounce Douglass, as a worthless insolent negro. All this did was raise more awareness and interest in what Douglass had to say. It just highlighted slavery and the way people of colour were being treated in the deep south of the United States. Douglass wrote several letters to his friend Mr Garrison who published the liberator, in these he talks of how he hasn't formed any opinions on the people of this land. The land he was talking about is Ireland, Douglass wrote “I shall be influenced by no prejudice in favour of America” as he didn’t see America as his “homeland” he didn’t have a government to defend, he didn’t belong to a nation as his place of birth would only welcome him back as a slave. this must be how all people born into slavery must feel. Unlike the ones that came from other lands, as they still had the country they were born in as their homeland. Even today some are torn between the roots of their ancestry and the country they were born in and made their home. Douglass says that any patriotism he felt for America was whipped out of him by slave - drivers lash. 
Douglass talks of the opportunities he must learn of the character and condition of the people of Ireland. At his time of arrival in Ireland, the country was at the start of a famine. His time in Ireland was some of the happiest times of his life, because people saw him as a man, not a slave, not a black man, not a nigger. There is no discrimination, there is no “whites only” everyone is together. Not like America even in the free states, people of colour weren’t allowed in. Signs said “we don’t allow niggers in here” so you can see why he never felt America as “home” as America didn’t really want him unless he was a slave. While he was traveling Ireland, England, Scotland, and Wales. Supporters in England had without solicitation from Douglass, raised sufficient fund to buy his freedom. On his arrival back to the United States, the papers of his manumission were placed in his hand, In 1850 the fugitive slave’s acts were passed. So, Douglass could have been caught and sent back into slavery at any time, these papers put an end to that fear, Some of the anti-slavery group, where not too pleased with him, for not standing up against the fugitive slave act.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Pg 368-375] 


Douglass went on to publish his first abolitionist newspaper, The North Star. He was against the American Colonization Society, who wanted to send slaves back to Africa. He got involved with women’s right and the women’s suffrage movement. By the start of the civil war, Frederick Douglass was one of the most famous black men in America. Douglass was also involved with President Lincolns emancipation proclamation, the result to this was that in 1863 all slaves got their freedom. All this was in his last Autobiography. 
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