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Students should pick one of the questions set out below, and post a short response (a paragraph or two) to it, explaining their reasoning.

Is the film anti-imperialistic or simply anti-authority?
The concept of imperialism is of upmost importance to the Romans. In the film, Maximus, the protagonist, is the general of a successful Legion. Although he is Spanish, he identifies himself as Roman. This is evident when he shouts to his men before battle that they are fighting for Rome. Due to the spread of Roman power and authority, even territories far beyond the city of Rome have altered their political and social structures in order to fall in line with the empire. However, after being betrayed by Commodus, the son of his mentor, Emperor Marcus Aurelius, he is striped of everything and subsequently sold into slavery. As a slave, Maximus and the other gladiators have no rights. In fact, they do not fight for Rome in the arena – they fight for their own personal glory. Initially, Maximus appears to be anti-authority. This is suggested when Maximus throws his sword at the box in which the slave owner and other men in charge of the games. However, once he learns that the slave owner is a former gladiator who earned his freedom by winning over the crowd, Maximus begins to play along. The only person to whom Maximus shows any glimmer of anti-authoritarianism is Commodus. Because he is the new Emperor of Rome, Maximus refuses to show any respect to him at all. For example, he turns his back on him whenever he is able (a major show of disrespect to the Romans).  However, in the end, Maximus shows respect to his late mentor by honoring his dying wishes. To me this action represents Maximus respecting Marcus Aurelius and honoring his wishes. I do not believe that the narrative of this film is anti-imperialistic in nature, nor do I believe that it is anti-authority. I do, however, believe that Maximus’s display of disrespect to Commodus and those like him, is the good old revenge trope, i.e. Commodus ruins Maximus’s life so Maximus seeks to destroy Commodus’s.

 **I have to add that I really wish the writer decided to go with fictitious characters instead of Marcus Aurelius and Commodus – The Maximus character is awesome, but it leads the viewer to think he, or someone like him, actually existed. Commodus was a real-life creep, and he deserved what he got, but the real history is more interesting than this movie would lead you to believe. 

