	
	Target
	What I have done in this assignment

	Target 1
	Proofread all writing with greater care.
	I read over my assignment to ensure everything made sense.


	Target 2
	Add your own critical comments with more regularity.
	 I occasionally added a critical comment to my work.


	Target 3
	Revise and follow referencing conventions.

	I read over the Harvard referencing guide to ensure I cited the sources correctly.





Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_zDygwKVh]One objective of the new Welsh curriculum is to develop a more integrated approach to learning (Welsh Government, 2023b). An integrated approach is when prior knowledge is brought together with new knowledge to make meaningful connections. Having an integrated approach to learning enables learners to draw on their existing knowledge and apply that knowledge to new experiences at a more advanced level (Edith Cowan University, unknown). To develop an integrated approach, teachers and education professionals must employ a variety of cross-curricular teaching strategies. Cross-curricular learning is like having an integrated approach, the only difference being that cross-curricular learning is where connections are formed between the different subject areas of the curriculum (Ontario, 2024). Cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding in many ways. For instance, it is relevant to the real world as it allows learners to understand how different concepts can be applied in real life situations. Creating and understanding the links between different areas of the curriculum also develops a pupil’s critical thinking and problem-solving skills. However, facilitating the time and resources for pupils to develop these skills can be time consuming for a teacher. This is viewed as a disadvantage of cross-curricular learning. 


Cross-curricular Skills Frameworks
Within the new curriculum for Wales, there are three cross-curricular skills frameworks. These include literacy and numeracy, and digital competence, which are mandatory skills that can be embedded into the six areas of learning and experience (AoLEs) (Welsh Government, 2023a). 

The literacy framework focuses on translanguaging, listening, reading, speaking and writing, which are all essential skills that children need to master. For children who are in Foundation Learning, the framework concentrates on building crucial skills that can be built upon as the child progresses through school. For example, phonics, handwriting, vocabulary and comprehension. These skills can all be worked on to develop them more. For instance, a child can use their phonics skills (which were learnt from a young age) to decode and understand words they have never seen before. Learning and understanding basic vocabulary from an early age aids children in the ability to use a wider variety of words when speaking and interacting with others. Literacy is a vital skill that can be used in all areas of learning and experience. Reading and speaking are skills that learners can carry with them through the rest of their lives. It is vital that these skills are acquired from a young age. As a part of my lesson, pupils are to listen to a book being read, which will help to develop their listening and comprehension skills. Writing about butterflies, either on an iPad or in a book, is also a way of developing their vocabulary and handwriting skills. (Welsh Government, 2020b) 

The numeracy framework focuses on developing mathematical proficiency, understanding the number system, learning about geometry, and learning about statistics. These strands on the numeracy framework can be broken down into elements, which are useful skills for children to have. For instance, calculation (which is a beneficial skill to have) falls under the strand of understanding the number system. Learners must be able to calculate from an early age as it is a skill that will help them throughout their whole life. In a primary school setting, calculation could like addition or subtraction. Children are taught this in their first year of school. This skill develops as the child progresses through school. In my lesson plan (Appendix C) pupils will be doing number bonds to 6, as well as the 6 times tables, using resources that link to the lesson theme – being the life cycle of a butterfly. (Welsh Government, 2020c)

The digital competence framework focuses on citizenship, interacting and collaborating, producing, and data and computational thinking. As a part of the citizenship strand, one element is health and well-being. This is of paramount importance to children of primary age. This element has progression steps on how a learner can progress with this skill. As a part of this element, children should be able to understand the importance of balancing screen time with other parts of their life. Learners should also be able to use digital devices. Being able to use and understand how technology works is a crucial skill for primary aged children to have. Balancing screen time and other parts of life can be difficult for a lot of people, hence why it is important for children to develop this skill while they are in school. The framework also encourages that learners are confident in using the technology that is available in the classroom. In my placement school, there are iPads in the classroom. All students know how to use them, so taking a photo and uploading it to Jit (refer to Appendix C) should cause no problems for the students. (Welsh Government, 2020a)

Cross-curricular Learning 
Cross-curricular learning involves knowledge from two or more AoLEs being brought together. For instance, it allows for subjects to be taught in a more integrated way, rather than being taught as individual AoLEs (PlanBee, unknown). Consequently, developing learners’ holistic understanding. This approach to learning has similar qualities to that of constructivism, specifically Lev Vygotsky. Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory discusses how children learn within social and cultural contexts. Vygotsky believes that cognitive development is influenced by social and cultural elements (Cole and Vygotsky, 1978). For instance, a social element can be social interactions with other people. Interacting with other learners plays a big part in engaging in cross-curricular teaching and learning as it enables them to share their ideas together. The class teacher may not always share that the topic they are learning about has cross-curricular links with other AoLEs. Subsequently, allowing the children to use their problem solving and critical thinking skills to work out that there is a connection with another subject. Collaborating with other learners may be necessary for some pupils as it may be difficult for them to establish the relationship between the different AoLEs. From observing in a primary school, I witnessed two AoLEs being brought together. This is a form of cross-curricular learning. The children were learning about the topic of Ancient Egypt and the teacher had set them the task of creating an art project that was Egyptian-themed. This poses a link between the Expressive Arts AoLE as well as the Humanities AoLE. As part of the Humanities AoLE, the children utilised their knowledge of Ancient Egypt, and then had to create a project, which used their art skills (art being from the Expressive Arts AoLE).

Cross-curricular teaching and learning can create both opportunities and challenges for teachers and professionals. For example, by engaging in cross-curricular activities, it provides real, authentic experiences. It enables children to utilise their skills to form the connection between the different AoLEs. Similarly to this, it will encourage the learners to apply those skills in the real-world, hence creating authentic experiences. In addition to this, teaching using cross-curricular links can enhance student engagement throughout the class. This is because if there is a particular subject that a child is interested in, incorporating that into other subject lessons will pique their interest and motivate them to want to learn more about it. It creates meaningful learning experiences for children if they are learning about something that interests them. Not only this but planning for lessons that have cross-curricular links can be enjoyable for teachers. Being able to link AoLEs through a central topic can make teaching the content more enjoyable for a teacher (PlanBee, unknown). However, this also creates a challenge for teachers. Although it can be more enjoyable, it is time consuming. Planning for the time and resources to teach in a cross-curricular way can take up a lot of time. Another thing to consider is that schools may not have the resources, or the money needed for said resources to teach in a cross-curricular way. Also, it can be hard for teachers to assess and plan students in each AoLE if lessons have been merged to create cross-curricular links. For instance, each subject will have its own progression steps and goals that learners are working to achieve. Merging subjects together can make it hard for the pupils to meet the standards. Consequently, this places pressure on teachers for their students to do well. It increases the workload for teachers as they also must plan and prepare resources. Additionally, for some teachers they may have to research the content and find links between the different AoLEs which can be time consuming and increases their workload (Barnes, 2012).  

My Resource and Lesson Plan
As seen in Appendix A and B, the enhanced provision material that I have created will aid in developing a child’s literacy skills. This is because the learners must write sentences explaining what happens at each stage of a butterfly’s life cycle. Although the resource itself does not improve a child’s numeracy or digital competence skills, there are other elements of the lesson plan that do. This is something that I can improve on as I progress through my career. For instance, I can work on creating resources that apply to all three cross-curricular skills frameworks. However, there is a way that this resource can suit more than one cross-curricular skills framework. This is because the storyline template could be shared online, and the pupils could search for photos of each stage, instead of drawing them on paper. Researching and selecting appropriate pictures on the internet is a skill that children need, it links with the digital competence framework. On a positive note, my lesson plan (Appendix C) includes all three cross-curricular skills frameworks as well as two AoLEs (Health and Wellbeing, and Expressive Arts). There are myriad activities that can be planned for the topic of the life cycle of a butterfly; potentially resulting in further lessons for those activities to be completed. 




Conclusion
To conclude, it is evident that following the cross-curricular skills frameworks is crucial in primary school settings. All three frameworks hold skills that are valuable to learners as the skills and elements that they include can help children throughout their life. For instance, reading skills are a skill that can be used in everyday life. The ability to add and subtract numbers is also a skill that can be used in everyday life, even in adulthood. Working with numbers and understanding the number system is something that every person should understand how to do. These skills influence teaching and learning as the skills can be developed as a child progresses through school. Understanding these skills from an early age will help a child as they progress into the older classes as they will already have a basic understanding of it, hence improving their confidence. It is also clear to see that cross-curricular teaching and learning is a beneficial way to teach learners of the primary age. Moving forward, as I progress through my placement, I would want to utilise the cross-curricular skills frameworks and plan lessons that involve more than one AoLE. This links to the professional standard of cross-curricular themes under the pedagogy: advancing strand of the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership. I feel that this is closely linked to the standard of real life, authentic contexts. I would like to plan lessons that prepare the students in the class for real life situations by incorporating more than one AoLE in my lesson plan. Overall, during my placement I will be utilising the cross-curricular skills frameworks and planning my lessons ahead of time so that I can plan for links between the different AoLEs (Welsh Government, 2017). 
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Appendix

Appendix A – enhanced provision resource – butterfly life cycle storyline 
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Appendix B - enhanced provision resource – butterfly life cycle storyline blank copy for MAT pupils
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Appendix C – lesson plan
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