In this essay I will be analysing and critiquing play based learning, how it is implemented in some schools and is it being implemented in others. According to (UNICEF, 2018) “Play is 
one of the most important ways in which young children gain essential knowledge and skills”. When it comes to the (Department for Education, Western Australia, No Date) they agree and believe that a child is naturally curious and that they want to know all about the world in which they live in. Children do this by, moving, feeling, questioning, listening exploring and talking. All these different experiences and interactions more often than not involve play. (Department for Education, Western Australia, No Date) also state that through play, children can also discover what their own interests are, their abilities and their limitations, they also explore, investigate and they can imagine. This helps them to go on to develop memory skills, build on their vocabulary, learn new knowledge and skills, and learn how to communicate and interact with other children and adults. (Professor Donaldson, 2015) went on to identify some real strengths when it comes to the curriculum here in Wales especially when it come to the Foundation Phase also the commitment there is to the Welsh language, although he found some strengths, he also identified the shortcomings that Wales have, these were that when it comes to the old curriculum which has stayed unchanged since the late 1980s, which makes it complicated, overloaded and even outdated in some parts, which means it needed a change. (Early Childhood Education Journal, 2020) states that Piaget’s theory on constructivist has had a large influence on play based learning formulation and research (Bodner 1986). An important part of Piaget’s constructivist theory is the emphasis on play as a very important construct which is necessary for a child's cognitive development and growth. Additionally, to this the constructivist paradigm is also based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. It is believed that children acquire the concepts through their active interaction and involvement with their environment around them and be able construct their own knowledge through this type of exploration (Piaget 1962) (Early Childhood Education Journal, 2020). 
 Play-Based learning can also be a corner stone of the early childhood education provision. When it comes to play for young children it can provide different opportunities for them to express some new understandings and also to be able to experiment with a wide range of materials. (Australasian Journal of Early Childhood, 2017). Some find that play can be an engaging, social and active time, whereas others believe and find it to be a quiet, solitary and even a reflective time. Although play can commonly be understood as a basis for children to learn through in the early childhood education, although it is not always how it works in every setting. (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023), writes how there are many early childhood education pupils who are not engaging with play-based learning. There are some factors that are affecting the limited time that children have to take part with the play-based learning while at their setting. Practitioners have found that the pressure they are under to teach formal and through the main curriculum areas such as math and literacy, which then gives them less time for them to do play-based learning (Barblett et al., 2016). Another barrier is that some practitioners lack in the understanding and knowledge needed to implement it within their classroom (Fesseha & Pyle, 2016). However, some believe that without the opportunity for children to engage with play-based learning, that they are missing out on what is believed to be an integral age-appropriate way of learning that would go on to benefit their development both long and short term. (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023). The push for increased academics over play-based learning unfortunately can be very much felt internationally. Teachers in the United States (Taylor & Boyer, 2020), South Africa (Ndlovu et al., 2023), Canada (Danniels & Pyle, 2022) and Australia (Barblett et al., 2016) to name a few, feel the pressure to increase time spent on academics resulting in less time for play-based learning. The increase in time spent introducing reading and math skills comes at the expense of the whole child development (Parker et al., 2022). Students can be found more often sitting at their desks with a writing utensil in hand working in a workbook, listening to the teacher give a lesson, or taking practice tests (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023). 
Standardized testing has been a major part of American educational policy from A Nation at Risk in 1983, to No Child Left Behind (NCLB) in 2002 to Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and Common Core state standards (Heise, 2017). As policies have expanded and changed the standardized tests imposed by these policies may affect how and what a teacher is teaching in their classroom. Veselak (2018) discussed how research has shown that standardized testing has a significant effect on a child's education experience including the time spent on a particular topic, pedagogies used by the classroom teachers, and the quality of the teacher. Because of standardized testing teachers may find themselves “teaching to the test” to ensure that students are prepared for the state mandated testing day (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023). To do so, more time is spent on areas such as literacy and math, rather than topics that are not covered on high-stakes testing. When this occurs, teachers have less of an opportunity to teach in ways that are developmentally appropriate for the students in their class (Berliner, 2009). Some reasons for this could be down to cultural variations in how they learn through play can suggest that the observational learning and social interactions can create a powerful pedagogical learning environment for the young children. When it comes to national and international research, it highlights the value of reflective interactions and sustained interactions that happen between the children and educators when promoting all children's learning. (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023) also writes that the notion of the quality within the pedagogy of play based invites practitioners to be able to integrate their traditional beliefs of children playing with the new insight into the roles of relationships, modelling and social interactions within their young children's learning. Again overseas, the way they move towards the quality play-based pedagogy, goes on to reflect policy and debate policy initiatives which have been captured by the notion of the intentional teaching. Australia, believes that the Early Years Learning Framework  goes on to make a direct reference to the international way of teaching. They believe that the Intentional teaching, conceivably engages practitioners and children in a shared problem solving and thinking to then help build the child's learning outcomes (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023). However, some find that the pedagogical relationship between the intentional teaching and play-based learning and remains difficult to conceptualise.  (Beuilby, Jessica A, 2023) 
 
 
 
 

