Assessment Three: Dating Exercise
Natalie Grueninger

1. Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

Richard II ruled from 22 June 1377 to 29 September 1399. Therefore, the 8th year of his reign began on 22 June 1384 and ended on 21 June 1385.1 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on 15 August,2 so this can only refer to the year 1384. On this particular year, it fell on a Monday and so the Thursday after is 18 August.3 

2. Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate. 

According to the Dictionary of Welsh Biography, Anian I was consecrated in November 1249, so the ‘first year of his pontificate’ ended in November 1250.4 His direct predecessor was Hywel ab Ednyfed, who died in 1247. Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh, who are all mentioned in the document, were in office between 1186 and 1240.5 The feast of St Mary Magdalene is celebrated on 22 July,6 so the date referred to is 23 July 1250. 

3. Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]. 

There were a number of King Edwards in the medieval period, but if the ‘John de Ketene’ mentioned is the Bishop of Ely who was consecrated in September 1310, then the Edward must be Edward II.7 The fourth regnal year of Edward II began on 8 July 1310 and ended on 7 July 1311.8 The Ash Wednesday referred to must then belong to 1310 ‘Old Style’ or 1311 ‘New Style’. 
In a ‘Handbook of Dates for Students’, 1310 O.S. is included in Table 29. Ash Wednesday fell on Wednesday 4 March, therefore the Thursday mentioned in the document is presumably Thursday 5 March. If, however, the table for 1311 is applied, Ash Wednesday fell on Wednesday 24 February, therefore the Thursday mentioned in the document would be 25 February.9  

4. I estimate that this final document was issued in c.1121, in the reign of Henry I, and not long after the death of Geoffrey Ridel. The latter was onboard the White Ship when it sank in the English Channel on 25 November 1120 and this charter essentially establishes a marriage alliance between the Ridel and Basset families. I reached this conclusion by researching the biographies of many of the people mentioned in the document. The main sources I used were the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography10and a thesis on the Basset family.11
In the course of my research, I discovered that Richard Basset (d. in or before 1144) was one of Henry I’s justices. He married Matilda, the daughter of the aforementioned Geoffrey Ridel, after the latter’s death in 1120. According to the ‘Oxford Dictionary of National Biography’, the marriage took place between November 1120 and April 1123. This document, therefore, must have been issued by Henry I before the couple’s marriage. The historical record also confirms that Basset was given custody of Geoffrey’s lands and the wardship of his son, Robert, as outlined in the charter. There is also mention of one Geva, who is described as the mother of Robert. This also matches the historical record. Geva was a daughter, probably illegitimate, of Hugh, earl of Chester, and so this fits the statement made about Robert’s kin being Rannulf, earl of Chester.
Rannulf le Meschin, third earl of Chester, is mentioned by name four times. He did indeed have a brother by the name of William and a stepson also named William who are both named as witnesses. The latter was the son of the earl’s wife, Lucy, by her second husband. Rannulf le Meschin died in 1129. The Ralph Basset mentioned was Richard Basset’s father. He was one of the most important justices of the 1110s and 1120s and died in c.1127. 
Many of the other witnesses listed were prominent members of Henry I’s court in the early 1120s and includes Simon dean of Lincoln, the earls of Leicester and Northampton, Geoffrey de Clinton, and the brothers Nigel and William d’Aubigny (also known as Albini). 
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