Police dogs and their handlers have long been a vital component of police departments across Britain. After the Metropolitan Police learned of their success in Belgium, they were deployed for the first time in Britain in 1907 (Thin Blue Paw, 2025). My research examines whether police dog teams are perceived as cost-effective by both the public and police officers. Currently, police forces are facing financial constraints, as the government has not provided sufficient funding to enable the police to access all necessary equipment for effective law enforcement (Davis, M., 2025). Estimates suggest that police forces in Britain require at least an additional one billion pounds to operate with adequate funding. Therefore, my research focuses on assessing the cost-effectiveness of police dog units and analysing whether these teams should receive further funding or be phased out.
Firstly, it is important to understand the different terminology related to police dogs. The College of Policing provides clear definitions for these terms. A police dog is defined as a dog that belongs to the police force, has undergone specific training, and is cared for either by the chief constable or on their behalf. A police dog handler is a police officer assigned a police dog prior to its initial training. A dog team consists of the police dog and its handler, while a dog unit refers to the specific division within the police force responsible for the care and training of police dogs. (www.college.police.uk, 2024a).
Police dogs serve multiple important functions within law enforcement, one of which is their highly developed sense of smell. Research indicates that a dog’s sense of smell is closely linked to its vision. The BBC published an article that features insights from dog handlers regarding the effectiveness of police dogs in their roles (Morris, J., 2025). Titled "I Can’t Imagine Policing Without Dogs," this article was published in August 2025. It details the various responsibilities police dogs undertake, from detection and apprehension to demonstrating loyalty. The detection section explains that police dogs are used not only for tracking drugs and apprehending suspects but also for detecting mobile phones involved in major crimes, explosives, and counterfeit money. This highlights the critical role police dogs play in evidence recovery, which is essential for bringing offenders to justice. The article further discusses how dogs assist in pursuing suspects who flee from officers, often causing offenders to surrender out of fear of the dog’s presence and perceived aggression. It also emphasizes that, due to their strong loyalty, police dogs may sometimes be considered more dependable than human officers, as they are willing to risk their lives for their handlers and the public. At the conclusion, PC Felicity Thomas states, "There is absolutely a place for dogs in police forces around the country.” 
This key concept of this article is that police dogs hold an important role within law enforcement, as their skills and abilities may surpass those of a regular police officer. Police dogs are more efficient in searches due to their enhanced sense of smell. They are also more effective in apprehending suspects, as they are quicker and can intimidate offenders more effectively. Furthermore, the article states that police dogs demonstrate strong loyalty both to the public and to their colleagues. 
This article is relevant to my research as it highlights the efficiency and capabilities of police dogs in their roles. The source is credible, as the BBC is a well-respected organization known for thorough investigations and reputable reporting. However, the article has limitations. Since the information is primarily based on interviews with dog handlers, it presents a somewhat one-sided perspective, focusing mainly on positive aspects without addressing potential drawbacks. Additionally, relying solely on the opinions of dog handlers may introduce bias, as they are likely to view their work favourably.
This is where my research will contribute. I plan to gather perspectives not only from dog handlers but also from other police officers and members of the public. This broader approach will help ensure a more balanced understanding of the role and effectiveness of police dogs.
The article titled “How much do trained police dogs really cost? A deep dive” (Gritton, C., 2025) provides a comprehensive analysis of the overall costs associated with police dogs, from their initial purchase as puppies, through training, to ongoing maintenance. This research is relevant to my own work as it helps to understand the financial investment required for police dog teams, allowing for comparisons with their operational effectiveness. The article details the expenses involved in all aspects of police dog management and concludes that, on average, a police dog costs approximately £11,000 before specialized training. Depending on the role for which the dog is trained, costs may vary. Training a handler typically costs around £5,000. Before a dog is trained for specific duties, the initial investment averages £16,000, with an additional annual maintenance cost of approximately £5,500. This information aims solely to outline the costs associated with police dogs without offering opinions or biases. It is relevant to my research because understanding these costs is essential for evaluating their cost-effectiveness. The article presents factual data but does not assess whether police dog units are cost-efficient, which is an area I plan to investigate further.‌
When assessing whether police dogs are a worthwhile investment, it is important to consider not only the costs associated with their maintenance and training but also the legal and ethical considerations related to having animals in law enforcement. Additionally, concerns raised by charities and other organizations should be taken into account. The well-known charity PETA has called for the phased removal of police dogs following reports of injuries and fatalities occurring during their service (Giddings, A. 2024). The article notes that while police dogs are active in high-risk situations, some sustain injuries or even die due to neglect. For example, police dogs deployed to riots and other dangerous incidents have been hit with objects such as bricks, leading to injury. Furthermore, the article describes an incident involving a police dog named Ivy, who suffered heat stroke and was found unconscious in the back of a police vehicle after being left unattended for two hours. An investigation revealed that the vehicle's air conditioning was faulty. Such incidents raise questions about the welfare of police dogs and serve as potential arguments against their continued use, emphasizing that these animals do not have a choice in their service. The article also highlights public opinion, suggesting that many members of the community believe police dogs should not be used in law enforcement roles. 
The key concept of the above article by the BBC is that animal charities such as PETA advocate for the gradual discontinuation of police dog use in contemporary policing, citing concerns over animals being injured or killed in the line of duty, whether due to injuries or police officer errors. PETA suggests that modern alternatives should be adopted to replace police dogs, thereby promoting more humane treatment of animals. The article is relevant to my research as it presents the perspective that, in the view of some members of the public, police dogs should eventually be phased out. This article offers a critical viewpoint on police dogs, which is important for my research. 
The author has structured the arguments in this article by including quotes from PETA and relevant police reports to support their claims. This indicates that the information presented is credible, especially considering that the article is authored by the BBC. Given the BBC's reputation for reliability, this enhances the trustworthiness of the source. 
However, the article primarily reflects the opinion that police forces should cease using dogs, and this perspective stems from an organization committed to preventing animals from working or being harmed. As a result, the viewpoint may be biased. Additionally, the article does not fully represent the opinions of the wider public or police officers, leaving space for my own research to explore and gather diverse perspectives from both the public and law enforcement personnel. 
When I consider conducting my own research, it is important to understand how individuals form their opinions. A significant portion of contemporary societal opinions are influenced by social media and online articles. (Policeconduct.gov.uk, 2024b) is an article published by the Independent Office of Police Conduct (IOPC). This article details an investigation conducted by the IOPC regarding a police dog handler who used their dog, resulting in injuries to a subject. According to the report, the police dog was deployed after two officers approached a male individual regarding his motorcycle. Subsequently, the officers were assaulted, prompting them to activate their emergency buttons. The dog handler arrived first on the scene and deployed the police dog to assist the officers. The dog bit the subject, causing injuries. The article presents multiple perspectives: the public may perceive this as an abuse of power, viewing that the police could have used less force and potentially minimized injuries. Alternatively, some may interpret the use of the dog as a necessary response in a frantic situation, ensuring officer safety and enabling them to complete their duties. Furthermore, the article indicates that police dog handlers’ actions are subject to scrutiny and thorough evaluation to ensure they are lawful and appropriate. This process helps foster a positive perception of dog handlers and police dogs, promoting a balanced and informed public opinion.
The key focus of this article is to highlight that police practices, including the use of police dogs and handlers, are subject to scrutiny and investigation when necessary. This approach enables the public to develop their own informed opinions regarding police dogs and handlers after reading the article. The content is relevant as it illustrates how police dogs are deployed in high-pressure situations and the potential consequences officers must consider when making split-second decisions. In my research, I plan to ask the public how they form their opinions, and articles like this support the public's understanding and help them form more informed perspectives. The article presents only facts without taking a particular stance, allowing readers to draw their own conclusions. It is authored by the Independent Office for Police Conduct, a highly respected organization known for ensuring police accountability and preventing abuse of power. This article provides valuable context for shaping public opinion, which will be useful for my research.
When forming an opinion, it is important to consider multiple perspectives. The article by Kihlander, K. (2019), published in an independent journal, provides a balanced discussion of the use of police dogs in active duty, presenting arguments both for and against.
The article begins by addressing some of the ethical concerns associated with police dogs, particularly regarding their acquisition. It notes that police forces often rely on selective breeding to produce suitable working dogs, which can lead to inbreeding and associated genetic issues that may affect the animals' well-being over their lifetimes. Additionally, the article highlights tragic incidents, such as the death of 46 police dogs in the United States between 2011 and 2015 due to being left in overheated police vehicles.
Regarding post-retirement circumstances, the article reports that most police dogs are adopted by their handlers; however, in rare cases, dogs may be euthanized due to concerns about potential misuse of their specialized skills in a home setting.
On the positive side, the article emphasizes the remarkable sensory abilities of police dogs, noting that they possess approximately 225 million scent receptors compared to humans’ 5 million, making their sense of smell around 45 times more effective. It also states that dogs are trained primarily through positive reinforcement, promoting a humane approach that encourages their natural abilities rather than subjecting them to negative treatment. The agility and speed of police dogs are highlighted as key factors that enhance their efficiency in apprehending suspects. Furthermore, their superior olfactory capabilities make them invaluable in locating missing persons and evidence. Overall, the article illustrates how police dogs can outperform humans in specific aspects of policing, underscoring their importance and utility in law enforcement.
The core focus of this journal is to present both the advantages and disadvantages of police forces owning and utilizing police dogs. These perspectives are articulated by examining the ethical considerations associated with the use of police dogs, which appear to be viewed negatively. This is then followed by an overview of the positive aspects, primarily highlighting the efficiency of deploying police dogs. This journal is relevant to my research as it will enhance my understanding of the ethical implications involved, helping to determine whether police dogs are deemed worthwhile from both an ethical and financial perspective. The source originates from an independent publication, ensuring a neutral stance from the author. This enhances the credibility of the journal, as its arguments are supported by facts and quotations. Additionally, the journal does not provide a definitive conclusion, which allows for further investigation. In my research, I will synthesize this information and draw my own conclusions based on the evidence, thereby contributing valuable insights to existing literature.
To conclude my literature review, I have identified nine relevant citations for my research. The majority of these articles tend to present a one-sided perspective, either supporting a negative or positive viewpoint, and many do not offer a balanced consideration of both sides of the argument. A few of the articles exhibit bias related to the authors' backgrounds. Additionally, there is a noticeable gap in research regarding public opinion and police officers' perspectives on police dogs, as most studies have gathered insights from only one or two officers and a single member of the public. My research will be conducted on a larger scale, allowing for more comprehensive data and a more accurate assessment of whether police dogs are perceived as a worthwhile investment.
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