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Target 1
To further develop an academic style of writing to include referencing according to the guidelines.
Target 2
to engage with a wider range of background reading from high quality sources.

A reflective account; how has literature and professional experience challenged your beliefs and assumptions about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their community.

Introduction

For this assignment I will reflect on my belief that schools have very limited involvement with the parents and wider community. These beliefs have originated from my own personal experience of being in a primary school along with other teaching experiences prior to this course. I will be discussing my current placement school and how this professional experience has challenged or strengthened my current beliefs. 
I have the opinion that beliefs and assumptions are important in teaching as they have an influence on decision-making, lesson planning and the implementation of new ideas in teaching. 

My beliefs

Prior to starting this course, I believed that support from home was important to ensure learner progression in school. This belief has been strengthened since attending my placement school.  After discussions with the staff in the school, I have found out that they have recognised that lack of support for families results in issues with attendance and behaviour. In order to overcome this and become more involved the school has appointed support to parents through a well-being coordinator and pastoral officer. They work together to run a number of workshops which help both parents and their children. A recent workshop that is showing to be successful is a dyslexia training course which provides a good insight into dyslexia whilst also informing the parents on how to support their child outside of school. A publication of ‘the impact of parental involvement on children’s education’ suggests that when parents are more involved in their child’s school they report ‘being more confident in helping their child at home and communicating with the teacher at school’. This suggests that the school having such workshops which involves parents should positively impact the pupils progress in school. Through looking at the school’s website I have seen that my placement school emphasises a home/school partnership being crucial to the learning process.
The importance of supporting parents at home is encouraged from as early as nursery at my placement school, as the school encourages the parents to join an online digital app called class Dojo. This app allows the class teacher to upload class announcements, updates and photographs, as well as having a private messaging service to individual parents. In my opinion this is an excellent communication tool as the parents are able to see what their children are learning in class, as well as seeing visual evidence. This links to the publication mentioned above by parents being involved in their child’s school life.
My placement school has recognised that there could be potential barriers to some parents in the school gaining the support that other parents receive. This is due to 20% of pupils coming from various ethnic backgrounds and not speaking English as their first language (My Local School, 2018) In response to this, the school has offered a parent group with representatives from different faiths. It allows the parents that may not speak fluent English, the chance to speak to other parents and feel more involved in their child’s education. 

According to my placement schools ESTYN report a “significant part of the catchment area figures highly in the Welsh Index of Deprivation (26%)” meaning that a higher percentage of pupils at the school come from a low-income family. The school’s well-being coordinator and pastoral officer has recognized that this could have a negative effect to the child and their learning progression. The school offer PACE (Parents Childcare and Employment) program which helps parents get back into work, whilst helping to fund childcare. In my opinion this will have a positive impact on a child by improving their home life and thus school life. The school also offers foodbanks to families if needed. If children are fed well evidence has shown that children learn better due to concentration levels being higher. Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system theory places school life and home life under the same category called ‘Microsystem’ and has recognised that both school and homelife are equally as important in a child’s upbringing and development. (Pound 2009).  It is therefore very important that a school provides the best learning environment as possible. My placement school, by offering all this support is showing good practice.

My second belief prior to being in placement was that schools have very limited involvement with the wider community. Since being in placement my belief has changed. I have been surprised at how involved my placement school is with the parents, the community and local businesses. 
From volunteering in other schools, I have observed that some schools depend on the parents and people from the wider community to help in class with pupils that are struggling and in need of extra support in certain subjects. This I believe is due to a lack of school funds and the school trying to give pupils the best education as possible. This however can have a positive impact on a child by providing them with more adult interaction. Vygotsky’s theory supports schools connecting adults and pupils, as he believed that children’s development of language arose from social interactions with others. (Pound 2005) He suggests that children talking to more adults can not only help them with their vocabulary but help them interpret context, body language and facial expression. These skills could be missed with only one adult teaching the class.
The school has a parent association group, who offer advice on how to improve the school. They organise and run fundraisers and fairs to generate money to help purchase school equipment and improve a child’s school experience by offering more and up to date resources. This parent association and staff have recently encouraged pupils to be involved in such fundraising events. For example, some pupils from a year 6 class recently organised a bake sale in which the profit went to their chosen charity. The staff have enlightened me on the positive impact that these events have brought to the pupil’s self-confidence, as well as improving the relationship between the pupils and the local community. The school has also encouraged a Reception class to visit a local nursing home monthly and preform, sing, read and have conversations with the residents. This monthly occurrence allows the pupils to become more confident in talking to adults as well as providing company for the local residents. These learning experiences show how the whole school has recognised the importance of educating the pupils on their local community.
From reading the successful futures report, making time for the children to explore their local environment and the people within it is a very important factor in the Humanities area of learning. The report states that the humanities section will provide ‘rich opportunities for learning beyond the school walls. (Donaldson 2015) For example, by exploring the local environment and learning from the experience of people, organisations and businesses in the community’. Through already implementing this aspect, my placement school shows good practice of trying to gradually introduce the new areas of learning. 

My placement school has a very close relationship with its learners and tries to encourage its pupils to be involved in their learning as much as possible. They have achieved this through implementing a ‘pupil voice group’. Through this group the pupils have recognised the support they receive from local businesses and so often organise visits and gifts to show their appreciation. I believe that through the pupils providing ideas on how to give back to the community they become more confident in interacting with the local community. My placement school has noticed the increase in confidence from their pupils interacting with businesses and this has been reflected in their writing, class work and level of respect to one another. John Dewey supports the idea of giving back to the community as he believed that the value of the community should be reflected in the life of the school. (Pound 2005). These pupil voice meetings which focus on showing gratitude to the community, shows the value that the community has to the school.

Conclusion 
To conclude, my experiences in my placement school have provided me with a valuable insight into ways I can better my own teaching practice through including the school’s own strategies or developing on them further. I am impressed by the level of support my placement school provides to the parents in the community and so in my teaching practice I would intend to develop on this further. Linking to the professional standards for teaching I would set myself the target of ‘involving partners in learning’. From reading an ESTYN report (2009) on parental involvement, evidence of good practice that I would implement into my own teaching involves having a ‘monthly clinic for parents’. The report describes this as having a formal ‘clinic’ after school on a monthly basis where the parents and teachers look at the pupils work together and discuss ways that the pupil can progress further. This practice has been proven to increase the quality of the pupil’s work, due to the determination to impress their parents.
Another strategy that I intend to implement into my own teaching is the involvement of pupils in directing their own learning. Linking to the QTS standards I would set myself the target of ‘listening to learners’ and ‘learners leading learning’. I will do this through ‘actively engaging with the pupils’ and making myself ‘fully aware of the impact of encouraging learners to reflect upon their own learning’. My placement school achieved this through having a pupil voice group, however, to improve on this and to include the whole school in leading their learning, I would create a ‘suggestion box’. I found this example of good practice on an ESTYN report (2016), which recognises the effort of including the whole school. In my own teaching I would make a conscious effort to include the whole school, or whole class in the decision making of lessons or changes to the school, as it can give the pupils the encouragement they need to excel in their education as well as the confidence to ask for help and support. 
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