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 Within a given time period, select examples of what could be considered high and low cultural artefacts. Discuss these, taking into consideration the surrounding social, political and historical context. 



	In this essay I am going to define and discuss high and low culture and its concepts that have always been in the centre of society. I am going to include and look for evidence that proves these theories and uses one of the greatest and most iconic faces of all the time, Marilyn Monroe. Questions and ideas will be discussed in this essay, exploring why Marilyn Monroe was such an interesting cultural phenomenon. Her face appears on prints, photos, paintings, and merchandise as a popular icon, she fitted into high and low culture perspectives. I will also be looking at Andy Warhol American pop artist and his work especially his most famous silkscreen print which portrayed Marilyn Monroe, and discover the differences and impacts on high and low culture America in the 1950’s and 60’s. 
Culture is considered and defined “The arts and other manifestations of human intellectual achievement regarded collectively.” (New Oxford American Dictionary, 2005-2009). High cultural societies are often very small and individual groups of people surround themselves with. High culture pursues both leisure and personal life.  The differential between high and low culture is considered to encompass in music, art, such as painting, for instance works of Leonardo DaVinci or famous composers like Mozart. 
On the other hand, commonly referred as low culture is popular culture. This level of culture called Mass culture as Theodor Adorno, German philosopher stated is not created by the masses, but it is for the masses. He called it “Culture Industry”. One of the most popular examples for this culture is Pop music and reality television shows. Low cultural societies have no rules, it is for everyone and these examples are popular from the 60’s to the present days.
 Herbert J. Gans sociologist defines low culture: “…there is no explicit concern with abstract ideas or even with fictional forms of contemporary social problems and issues. Low culture emphasizes morality but limits itself to familial and individual problems and [the] values, which apply to such problems.” (Gans, 1974:115) According to Gans cultures can be divided according to various tastes and he states that idea in the article, American Popular Culture and High Culture in a Changing Class Structure (1986). He argues that taste of cultures is “the array of arts, and forms of entertainment and information, as well as consumer goods available to different taste publics” (Gans, 1986:17-18). However, research indicates that not all cultures are of equal value. Some culture considers “high” while other are “low”, but both types of culture involves taste in art, music, and literature. 
1950 and 60’s culture was all about consuming and mass producing which influenced and changed taste in America but also affected Britain’s culture. 
At this time, the culture split the word “entertainment” into two classes high and low culture. During the 50’s, mass culture began to dominate in the United States. Due to consumerism, television companies wanted to feed a large audience, so they shaped their programs to have huge variety and they transformed it to everyone’s taste. The culture offered something for every day.
In the following section I intend to discuss the “American Dream” by looking at Marilyn Monroe, who was one of the greatest American icons and became a part of equally America’s high and low culture and Andy Warhol’s creation. 
Marylin Monroe, born Norma Jeane Mortenson spent most her childhood in foster homes she then became, a factory worker, a model and then a Hollywood “sex symbol”, actress, and epitomised America’s Dream. She worked hard and along the way she married famous people like Joe Dimaggio and had an affair with politician John F. Kennedy (Heymann, 2012:286).
The American Dream has many definitions, but Marilyn Monroe was one of them. She was an innocent girl with the unhappy childhood but also a “sex symbol” image. She was the idea of possibility to become someone famous and rich even if they weren’t born that way. “She was America’s starlet representing the possibility to get rich and famous even if one wasn’t born with a silver spoon in their mouth so to say.” (Baughman, 2001:59-60). She started as a cheerful young woman whose images grossed more than millions. “And now, everyone’s favourite ‘dumb blonde’ had ben to Lee Strasberg’s famous Actors’ Studio in New York and had become the darling of intellectuals.” (Appignanesi, 2007:167).  
She represented the key feminine character, the beauty, and the mindset that people desired in her generation. The press and the public equally loved her, because she opened herself up to the public with her photographs. She had recreated herself, and showed to America that almost anyone can become a wealthy and adored star. Writer Betty Richardson states that Monroe’s life had a huge impact on the understanding of the role of women in the Post World War II. World, and how these women learned independence and being free, not depending on men. She showed hope and success for the middle class post-war 50’s women and wives. She was a turning point and affected America in many ways. 
Marilyn’s celebrity status was a “sex symbol” and became one of the defining characters of the 60’s in the same time when mass media’s obsession started with celebrity culture. Andy Warhol, American artist came under the spell of pop art and he picked one early photo of Marilyn Monroe to make an iconic series of pop art portrait of her. For Warhol, Marilyn was already a familiar theme. 
Andy Warhol completely embraced celebrity, fashion, and pop culture. He accepted and analysed the culture which reflected in his works like his early silkscreen print with idols like Marilyn Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor and Elvis. With his images of famous people and his unique style with overlapping and colourful layers he completely took over and offered something different to the young cultural market. Warhol wanted to display all his art everywhere and prove that everything (including his art) is tradeable. Warhol’s images were good example of mass-production and mass-produced images in pop art culture. One of the best examples for this category his most famous portrait series of Marylin Monroe. In the same time when Warhol created the series of Marilyn, he became extremely excited about photographic silkscreen printing. Strangely, he began to create the Marilyn silkscreen printing shortly after she committed suicide.
When Andy Warhol used pictures of stars like Marilyn Monroe, it gave Warhol a reputation and any stars he portrayed now circulate around his name as ‘Warhols’ and brought him fame. His portraits were a ticket to a world with beauty and fame. Marilyn represented Warhol’s work because she built up herself an image from low culture to high culture. Andy Warhol purchased a photography of Marilyn from the early 1950 then cropping it below the chin and then converted it to silkscreen which enabled him to reprint her face hundreds of times on the canvas. Warhol deliberately picked and coloured some large areas that he wanted to give affection like her red lips and blue eyeshadows. In 1967, Warhol’s Marilyn Monroe portfolio is an extension of the original silkscreen painting, he made the image a slightly larger size and enlarge her face and each print is with different colour. He used the same photo over and over but all of them with different colours, but in all paintings, there is the symbolical classic Marilyn Monroe blond hair or the shades of it. The different colours are emphasizing Monroe’s important turning points in her life like in one of the painting she is in black and white which reminds us the time when her films were played in the cinema and the dark colours also a reminder of the death of Marilyn Monroe. The five rows of Marilyn Monroe’s look like filmic strip, that reminds us of her status as a film star. 
Screen printing was Andy Warhol’s important part of his art. He used mainly mesh screens to transfer the ink to the canvas. Some areas left without ink and he repeated the screen printing process with different colours until he had covered the canvas. It was one of the most effective ways to produce mass produced images. Screen printing was certainly Warhol’s style, he rarely used other mediums (Peyovski, 2017 [online]). “In August ’62 I started doing silkscreens. The rubber-stamp method I’d been using to repeat images suddenly seemed too homemade; I wanted something stronger that gave more of an assembly-line effect. With silk screening, you pick a photograph, blow it up, transfer it in glue onto silk, and then roll ink across it so the ink goes through the silk but not through the glue. That way you get the same image, but slightly different each time.” (Warhol, 1980:28)
Overall, the work reflects Marilyn’s life and death. But on the contrary, Warhol claims with his own words, “there is nothing behind it”. Even if there is no message, he immortalised these people in his work. 
Was there a difference for Warhol between Marilyn and what she symbolized? According to Thomas Crow in his publication Andy Warhol, 2001, thinks: “The image does have something of the overpretty and of the slightly repellent character of an embalming, but that is our funerary ritual, isn’t it?” (Crow, 2001:62)
 However, Warhol refers to a society in which people can see something as a product rather than a person. He enhances the flatness and shows the superficial sides of Marilyn Monroe, a “sex symbol” created by the society and wishes her to be. She has become an icon and she is immortalised as young and glamorous. Death seems to be a successive career move for her, as the result we can see her career has never been so productive. Her iconic image is still tied to advertising, art, music, fashion and merchandise. 
It would be hard to place her personality and everything what she did into low or high culture. In this essay I tried to find the differences and determine distinctions between high and low culture and explain what we mean by pop and mass culture. The initial part of the essay focused on Marilyn Monroe’s impact on 1950’s and 60’s America’s culture and why she became an icon and an American Dream, and it is necessary to mention Andy Warhol who decided to portray Marilyn Monroe in his most famous pop art work. We can look at both in different ways like high culture only a strict elite perspective with high quality, expensive, and meaningful art work and low culture is a mass media, a popular culture to everyone as mention above a ‘Culture Industry’. There is no exact way how and where we should separate high and low culture or look for a middle. The meaning and sense of art can be found in both culture and maybe they use some elements from both cultures to make a piece of art. Like Marilyn Monroe could be place in both cultures as her image belongs to both cultures. We only have differences between high and low culture because the public created a line between them. To be part of a high cultural society it depends on statuses, and certain activities we are part of. In conclusion, high and low culture is different and unequal, but we use elements and important ingredients from both cultures to create something extraordinary. 
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