
Chapter 4 – Data Analysis and Findings (1000 Words)
4.0 Introduction
This chapter follows on from the previous chapter where I will analyse data collected from my methodology of an online questionnaire and establish if the data has met the objective of this dissertation in attempts to find out if:
‘The stigma of sex work changed within the Police over recent years; from viewing sex work as a form of criminality or if this has shifted where sex workers are now viewed as ‘vulnerable victims’ exposed to being exploited?’ 
In addition to this if the data provide any objectives around:
‘What changes can be made regarding the criminality linked to prostitution and what impact will this have on the risk of sex workers being exploited?’
4.1 Data Analysis
Before proceeding to examine my findings, I will analysis the data collected from the online questionnaire including both qualitative and quantitative data whilst focusing on my research objectives. By analysing the data collected it will enable a systematic approach of evaluating the data and providing a recap on the information in general (Responsible Conduct of Research, 2005). According to Shamoo and Resnik (2003) various analytic procedures “provide a way of drawing inductive inferences from data and distinguishing the signal (the phenomenon of interest) from the noise (statistical fluctuations) present in the data”.
4.2 Method for Analysis
The online questionnaire was created using Google Forms as this was a free and simple way of sending the questionnaires out unanimously. I was able to send the questionnaire quickly and to a broad variety of police officers and staff and received a total of 64 responses. My original aim was to receive 100 responses; however, as predicted police officers are extremely busy and struggle to find the time to complete additional tasks on top of their daily priorities. Although there were only 64 responses; Under questions 2, 3, 4 and 5 this included 40.6% female and 56.3% female participants ranging from 53.1% of participants being police constables and others ranging from police staff, PCSO and high ranked officers. Participants were from both Gwent Police and South Wales Police and included a length of service of between 0 to over 20 years. A blank copy of this questionnaire has been attached under Appendix A of this dissertation. 
4.3 Analysis of Qualitative and Quantitative Data from the Online Questionnaire 
To sanitise and simplify the data collected, I have used pie charts to display the quantitative data and a word cloud generator to display qualitive findings. This has enabled me to recognise trends in officers’ thoughts, suggestions and experiences around the stigma of Sex Work in today’s society and compare them to outstanding research.
4.4 Theme one – ‘Is sex work currently legal in the UK?’
Theme one established that having asked under (Q.6) if Sex Work is currently legal in the UK 60.3% stated that it was not and only 38.1% select the correct answer that yes, it is. This could indicate that there is a knowledge gap in this topic within the police and may be an impact factor on the relationship between Sex Works and the police. 
[image: ]                                                                         Google Form Questionnaire, (2023)
4.5 Theme two – ‘Examples of when officers have interacted with Sex Workers’
Over half of the sample stated in Q.10 that they had encountered a Sex Worker within their response duties supporting that Sex Work is something that Police are brushes shoulders with regularly. 
Theme two was shown under Q11; where most officers had dealt with Sex Workers as a victim of crime and very few had dealt with them as offenders. From officers’ experiences with Sex workers, Q18 has shown that 81% believe that Sex Workers are being exploited and are placing themselves in high-risk circumstances supporting (Silbert and Pines,1981). In Q8 and Q9 the data supports (Berthe, 2018) that Sex work is gendered where 71.9% of the sample agreed and 85.9% believed that Sex Work was mostly females with male clients. 
Below are key words collected from the qualitive data where officers are recognising the offences linked with Sex Work and suggests that the stigma is diminishing and that officers are dealing with Sex Workers as victims of exploitation. 
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Figure 4.5 - Key words used by participants. Free word cloud generator, (2023)

4.6 Theme three ‘Should Sex work be decriminalised?’
In Q23 41.3% believed that Sex Work should be decriminalised with only 27% arguing that it should not with the vast majority stating that the suspects are the ones facilitating the Sex Work not the Sex workers themselves. This supports (Jordensen,2018) that the serving officers of todays communities are for the decriminalisation of Sex Work. Suggestions of a recurring theme have been discovered that participants believed that Sex Work should be decriminalised, and that there should be a more controlled and monitored environment making it a safe place for them to work supporting (Armstrong, 2016). References to legalisation and policies set in place in Amsterdam around a controlled ‘Sex Working environment’ were also raised. In addition to this, suggestions were made around modernised legalisation for it to reflects today’s society supporting (Vanwesenbeeck, 2017), (Hubbard,2006) and (Scambler and Scambler, 1997). Participants disagreed with the above and agreed with (Raymond, 2003; Farley, 2004) stating that regardless of Sex work being decriminalised it will always have ties with other offences and always be a dangerous form of employment. 
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   Google Form Questionnaire, (2023)

4.7 As a Police Officer how would you build trust with 'Sex Workers' on the front line? 
Officers have provided key suggestions on how they feel police could build trust with Sex Workers and a common trend was through ‘engagement’. The suggestions are displayed below all supporting positive interactions with Sex Workers and they importance of the sensitivity on the topic. The findings go against (Pyett and Warr, 1997) suggesting that police would be fair and non-judgmental when dealing with Sex Workers supporting that they want to build relationships with them to keep them safe. The data argues (Peterson-lyer,1988) point that police only view Sex Workers as criminals, as it suggests that Police are focusing on the Sex Workers welfare and are attempting to treat them with respect and as victims of crime. [image: ]
Figure 4.7 - Key suggestions used by participants. Free word cloud generator, (2023)

4.8 Theme Four ‘What changes can be made regarding the criminality of Sex Work?’ 
As seen in Q14 and Q16 data supports that the police are knowledgeable around the offences linked to Sex Work and the offences that make them vulnerable. However, Q17 has discovered that 23.4% did not know what support was available to Sex Workers. Again, this may suggest a knowledge gap in how Police are helping Sex workers who are victims of crime and can be an area of focus to improve the relationship between police and Sex workers. 
Below is a display of key words provided from the Data on what changes the Police feel that could be made regarding the criminality of Sex Work.
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Figure 4.8 - Key suggestions used by participants. Free word cloud generator, (2023)




4.9 Matrix Analysis of Qualitative Data from Online Questionnaires 
A full matrix analysis of the online questionnaire findings can be found at Appendix B of this dissertation. 


Appendix A – Blank copy of the questionnaire - https://forms.gle/Z6EoXG5CYuWmaDUP7



Appendix B – The questionnaire results in full - responses 1.xlsx





Appendix C – Data Coding 

[image: ]


Results and Findings (Due 11/09/2023)
This chapter has demonstrated that we have come a long way from previous incidents where police officers were criminalising sex workers and over half the sample agree with Sex Work as a form of employment and would support a loved one if they chose this as a career. This would suggest that the stigma is gradually diminishing and that officers are beginning to view Sex Work differently.
 
· Majority agree with decriminalisation and having a more controlled environment feeling this will make it safer and build relationships with Sex workers. Prevent the linked offences from occurring as we are not driving them to secrecy and danger. 

· Change in legislation as this has not been updated for numerous years and is not UpToDate with modern times. Grey area in current laws and legalisation and makes it difficult for Police to engage and build trust. Focus should be on the punters and not the sex workers. 
· 

· Officers view the Sex Worker as a victim, they understand the seriousness of the risks and offences involved. Officers want to respect and treat Sex workers as human beings conducting their employment and want to help make it safe for them. Officers stated they would not let the Sex Worker title cloud their judgment when dealing with victims and potentially believe that offences against Sex workers should have an aggravating factor. 

· Potential knowledge gaps within the police regarding the topic and improving this would have an impact on the relationships and how we currently deal with Sex Workers. More knowledge on help and support would make the way Police deal with Sex workers more successful and again build that trust within the police. 

· Data supports the stigma is diminishing and that there has been a change over recent years, officers state that they would support a loved one and understand how Sex work has evolved onto platforms such as Only Fans. They are not judgmental on the employment factor and want to safeguard them from crime. Police want to focus on Crime not employment however legislation is what makes this area grey. 


Conclusion (Due 11/09/2023)
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