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                                                           He Sees You

He is coming. She could hear him creeping around below. A door creaked as it opened but it was not her door. He must be going to see one of the others. Mary was fully awake and had to act quickly.


She stuffed pillows, cushions and a giant teddy bear under the duvet. She had practiced this before, but not in the blackness of the night. It took longer than she had anticipated. She was holding her breath and tried her hardest not to make any sound. 
Eventually she let out a breath. She was pleased with her work. 

The church bells began to ring. Mary could hear the crunching of the snow outside as people were on their way to Midnight Mass.

The stairs creaked. She knew she would be next and for the first time, she was ready for him.

Mary hid under the bed where she had a good view of her bedroom door.

The door opened. His footsteps were heading towards her bed. 

‘What are you doing under the bed Mary?’ her father asked as he crouched down smiling at his five-year old daughter.

‘I am waiting for Father Christmas.’ she replied. 

The End


I agree that a good short story must have a strong opening not just to grab the reader’s attention immediately but to encourage the reader to read more of the story. 

When considering the setting, a short story is limited to time and it’s a good idea to consider where and what time of the day/month/season weather etc and when was the story written and does it take place in the past, the present or future?

My short story had less than 200 words and I did not use dialogue until the ending. My character does change but only in the readers mind. We finally know at the end where there is dialogue. You only know my character through her feelings. She felt vulnerable. 

The plot must be believable. To a child, staying awake to spy on Father Christmas is believable! There is a small piece of conflict within my story; a female character hiding from a male character. We know that the female character is frightened. The climax to the story is when the man enters the room and Mary is hiding under the bed. 
The resolution is the end of the story where it focuses on how the conflict is resolved.
Mary is a five-year old girl who is waiting to see Father Christmas delivering her presents, but it is her father who enters her room.


I have chosen to write a very short story. The structure of my story was to show and don’t tell. I used words to give out little hints. For instance, snow, midnight mass and teddy bear.
I wanted the reader to believe that a woman was being held captive in a room.  





I first started to read short stories seriously when I came across Jefferey Archer’s short stories. And I am not embarrassed to say this. In fact, I downloaded a new Jeffery Archer short story only last year to help me unwind during my studies. Tell Tale is another collection of short stories that he wrote during his travels. They are very similar stories that you would have heard in the good old times when you were allowed to go out to the pub or even to travel! It really did remind me of tales I have heard in the bars during my life as a landlady!

I will be looking at Double or Quits, one of the twelve short stories in Tell Tale as an example of short stories.

· The story begins as a dialogue between a security chief and a manager of a casino.
· Immediately the reader knows where the setting is and what the two main characters look like in just a few lines.
· There is a lot of dialogue between these two men in the first paragraph of the story. This is a quick way to introduce your short story. The first paragraph ends with a newspaper headline. This is also important information using few words to tell your story.
· The ‘crux’ of the story is that the manager does not want the young man to commit suicide after losing his money in the casino. The headlines in the newspaper and a lot of the conversation is about suicide/gambling/saving the casino’s reputation
· The man does commit suicide. The manager has security follow the man and slip thousands of dollars into the dead man’s pocket.
· The twist is that the dead man is not dead.
· He had planned for this to happen and went off with his wife to Paris.



Jefferey Archer’s 100-word short story.

The Perfect Murder

Albert stared at the prisoner standing in the dock, well aware he hadn’t committed the murder.
   Albert had struck the fatal blow moments after Yvonne admitted she was seeing another man. He slipped out of her flat and into a telephone box on the other side of the road. When his rival appeared, he dialled 999.
    Twenty minutes later, two detectives dragged the innocent man out of her apartment, threw him into the back of a police car and, sirens blazing, sped off.
    
 ‘Do you find the defendant guilty or not guilty of murder?’
The foreman rose.
‘Guilty,’ said Albert.


And another one!

Unique
Paris, 14 March 1921

The collector relit his cigar, picked up the magnifying glass and studied the triangular 1874 Cape of Good Hope.

‘I did warn you there were two,’ said the dealer, ‘so yours is not unique.’
‘How much?’
‘Ten thousand francs.’

The collector wrote out a cheque, before taking a puff on his cigar, but it was no longer alight. He picked up a match, struck it and set alight to the stamp.
    The dealer stared in disbelief as the stamp went up in smoke.
 The collector smiled. ‘You were wrong, my friend,’ he said, ‘mine is unique.’


The End











