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I felt apprehensive about doing this assignment as I am very aware of the current economic uncertainty and the impact Covid 19 has had on the world. I would not  expand my business in this economic climate, therefore I found it difficult to be authentic when completing this assignment.

On reflection I also felt I had chosen an inappropriate choice of business, dog grooming,  dog spa and luxury dog hotel when my real passion lies in buying cars and giving them a revamp and new lease of life. Therefore, on reflection I would have chosen something I love doing rather than something I like.
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I felt that I had made the wrong choice of business plan part way through especially the more I researched it. I felt it was hard work and I did not enjoy the process. I regret not choosing my passion which is buying a car and replacing the obvious things such as mats, lights, wheel trims and giving the car a thorough clean, polish and wax. I have been successful in buying cars and spending time and money on giving it some “TLC” and I have enjoyed researching and sourcing parts on EBAY. I realise now that I made the wrong choice. I chose something that I could do, rather than a job, business that I really wanted to do. 
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 The process of researching my business idea was good. I can see a lot of thought goes into setting up a business. I realise that being self-employed sounds great but the reality is very different. Unless you have staff, which are expensive in terms of cost, holidays, pension, and sickness then being self employed is hard work and isolating. I like the idea f continuing to buy second-hand cars that need some time and money spending on them. It is a hobby that can sometimes be profitable. I have decided after this exercise I prefer the stability and certainty of being employed.
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I realised quite early on that I had chosen the wrong business idea. Upon reflection I should have changed business idea. I was also aware that being self- employed and launching a business idea is not something I want to do. I am not risk adverse, but I also know that working on my own and without the structure employment offers that I would not thrive in that type of environment. It is a different discipline and the lack of uncertainty is quite scary. I felt out of my comfort zone and despite completing the exercise I also knew it was not something I would seriously consider unless I was in a situation where money was of no consequence and I was looking for a hobby that was not reliant on a regular income or return of investment. During this exercise it made me appreciate how difficult working for your self is and that actually I am grateful for my job, my weekends off, my paid leave and sickness and my pension contributions. I also realise being self-employed there is no accountability so to speak, if you do not work, you do not get paid. Apart from the annual tax return there is no assurance or responsibility to work. It seems very much that you have to be very disciplined and responsible and in a different way than being employed where the responsibility to go to work differs as you are contracted to work by your employer.
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To conclude this assignment has been enlightening as I have had the opportunity to reflect on what is important to me in my life, that is to be happy in my work and to do something I love rather than do a job because of the title or salary it attracts.
I have recently changed career amid  “Covid 19 lockdown” and I am temporarily  employed by the NHS because of  the impact of Covid 19. This course has given me the confidence to walk away from a senior management job that I did, which was a long day and a long commute daily to work. I now work locally, doing something completely different which I enjoy. There is no long commute or meetings, staff to organise and my stress levels are much improved. I feel more relaxed and open minded about the future.
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	Short Term Goals (next 12 months)

	
I want to complete my Skills in the Workplace Course and successfully pass level 4 and enrol for level 5 next year. I hope to continue to level 6 and achieve a BA Hons in Leadership and Management. I also feel I want to change direction with employment,  I have realised I have always worked in retail and that I am not happy in my role and I also feel my quality of life is more important than commuting to a job that pays me well but costs me a fortune on fuel. I have considered re-joining the Police force locally.  I intend to carry on buying cars and in my spare time doing them up and I enjoy it as a hobby rather than venture into business.

	Medium Term Goals (2-3 years)

	
I want a stable and secure employment for the next 15 years in my life that attracts a pension for my later years.  I also want a career change of sort I want a purpose.



	Long Term Goals (3-5 years)

	
I want to be in a job that I enjoy and a have a better work/ life balance.
I would like to complete my three-year studies and graduate with a degree to say I have achieved something academically. I also realise if I re -join the Police I will complete a vocational degree to demonstrate my competence.
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