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Academic Writing

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following is an example of ‘academic writing’, highlighting how to cite ‘in-text’ and ensure quotes are used as part of your assignment.


I felt that the paired and individual exercises worked well in terms of visibly engaging learners, promoting discussion on the process and putting the learning into practice.    It livened up the previously very quiet session, as agreed by the observation report I received from my tutor.    Previous observation feedback suggested I try and de-brief the tasks as a group, rather than on a pair by pair basis.  I tried this out on this session and although the exercise still ran as smoothly, I feel that in terms of being able to effectively assess, I could not fully provide enough formative feedback opportunities.  This formative feedback enabled previous learners to have the time to reflect on any developments needed and therefore rectify further on in the exercises.  When examining the Experiential Learning Cycle (Kolb, 1984), Gravells and Simpson (2014, p.91) promote “the more often a learner reflects on a task, the more opportunity they have to modify and refine their effort”, a point that reinforces my original strategy to assess throughout the task.  However, to contradict this need for formative assessment, I have also considered I could employ the strategy of introducing a more formalised summative assessment. The exercises were designed to enable learners to practice the writing and for me to check they were understanding the basic rules, but many professionals state that, “formative assessment results can vary widely between pupils, and so there is the risk that data may be subjective or less accurate than that from summative assessment”. (Richards, 2013)  Therefore, in terms of being able to effectively assess this learning, the last exercise could be set as a summative paper to provide me with a more accurate assessment of their referencing skills on an individual basis.
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