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Abstract
This paper examines and compares existing policies and procedures surrounding Domestic violence incidents, specifically where the cases are ‘victimless’ prosecutions. 
It examines how successful these policies are in not only convicting offenders, but also safeguarding the victims who do not wish to support convictions against their perpetrator, therefore establishing if changes or training are required in how these crimes are managed. 
It explores the victims’ perception and views of how these crimes are dealt with, both through news articles, and through the research study completed with police officers in UK police forces. This helped to elaborate on whether victims’ trust police and whether they are more or less likely to report these crimes to the police in future. Most officers who completed the study portrayed that there is a clear mistrust and anger from victims who do not wish for the perpetrator to be prosecuted, which in turn can create a mistrust in the police and criminal justice system. It also portrayed that most officers disagreed in the current policies surrounding ‘positive action’ in victimless cases. 
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1.0 Introduction
This research will examine the current policies and procedures in place regarding victimless prosecution in domestic violence cases, and specifically whether the current safeguarding actions in place – known as ‘positive action’- are successful in prosecuting perpetrators and gaining the trust of victims. 
The Domestic Abuse Act (2021) states that
‘Behaviour of a person (“A”) towards another person (“B”) is “domestic abuse” if—
(a)A and B are each aged 16 or over and are personally connected to each other, and
(b)the behaviour is abusive.
(3)Behaviour is “abusive” if it consists of any of the following—
(a)physical or sexual abuse;
(b)violent or threatening behaviour;
(c)controlling or coercive behaviour;
(d)economic abuse;
(e)psychological, emotional or other abuse’
Domestic Violence cases are one of the most prominent incidents that are dealt with by UK police forces daily, with a domestic abuse related call being made to the police every 30 seconds. Additionally, there is often a stigma surrounding domestic abuse related calls whereby the victim will often not report these incidents and instead hide them from police, with only 24% of cases being reported. When considering that in the year ending March 2022 there were 1.5 million cases reported, and these only accounting for less than a quarter of cases that have occurred, it reflects that there is a possible issue with the trust victims have in their issues being dealt with correctly (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2023).  
These statistics clearly reflect the importance of dealing with domestic violence cases thoroughly and correctly, however the low number of reports made is a main reason why the current UK police force policies of ‘positive action’ including arrest when an offence has been committed and investigating without relying on evidence from victims who often do not support conviction, needs to be explored thoroughly (Wiltshire Police, 2021). By doing this in this study, it will not only give explanation for these low figures of reporting to police but establish what changes may need to be made to policies. 
This study will do this by looking at the following objectives:
1) To evaluate the effectiveness of current methods of ‘positive action’ and arresting perpetrators in victimless domestic violence offences’

2) To determine and identify victims’ views and perceptions of current victimless ‘positive action’ practices in policing and explore the likelihood of victims’ trysting the police in future instances.

3) To explore whether current policies regarding victimless prosecutions in domestic abuse cases contradict other policies regarding being victim led, as per the victims’ code.
2.0 - Literature Review 
2.1 – Introduction 
The purpose of this chapter is to review current literature relating to ‘positive action’ and victimless prosecution within the policing of domestic abuse related crime, with a particular focus on how successful these methods are for the victim in the long run. It will examine how much of a focus the strategy of arresting the perpetrator in these situations is, as well as how often this strategy is utilised. In addition to this the literature review will focus of the victim’s feelings of why domestic abuse is often not reported, and what positive action is put in place when a victim does not support the conviction and why. Lastly the literature review will look at the gaps in the positive outcomes in victimless prosecutions and present possible questions on how these cases should be handled alternatively. 
The literature review contains a wide range of sources including articles from official organisations such as the CPS(2017), HMICFRS (2019) and the College of Policing (2015), as well as articles from journalists who have conducted existing primary research in the topic area of ‘domestic abuse’. Most consistently searched terms include ‘Victimless Prosecutions’, ‘Positive Action in Domestic Abuse’, ‘Success rates for victimless prosecutions’ and ‘Reasons for Victims not supporting police’.

2.2  - Priorities of Positive Action in Domestic Abuse Cases from Police
In the year ending March 2022, 1,500,369 domestic abuse-related incidents were recorded in England and Wales, not all these incidents were deemed a crime. Additionally, of all crimes committed in the same year, 17.1% of these were domestic abuse related (Office for National Statistics, 2022).  Showing that there is a significant demand for police with a high percentage of their crimes being related to domestic abuse. 
A report carried out by HMICFRS (2019) discusses the importance of making domestic violence cases a priority within policing. It found that most forces are continuing to do this and that when speaking with 350 domestic abuse practitioners, the feedback was extremely positive in how police deal with these incidents. With almost two-thirds stating there had been an improvement since 2014, and a fifth stating that there had been a large improvement.
One of the reasons for this improvement explained is due to taking effective and timely ‘positive action’ in dealing with these incidents. The College of Policing (2015) explained that in dealing with domestic abuse incidents, some form of ‘positive action’ should always be taken to safeguard the victim. In the majority of these cases it involves arresting the perpetrator and an officer must be able to justify the reasoning for not arresting the perpetrator if the decision is made not to. This includes if the victim is not supporting the arrest, unlike with other offences that are not domestic abuse related. 
In contrast to this, although multiple agencies state that the most beneficial action in dealing with these incidents is to arrest the perpetrator, this is quite frequently not the case across the entire of England and Wales. The Office for National Statistics (2022) also stated in their report at the year ending March 2022, that the police made 31.3 arrests per 100 domestic-abuse related crimes. Although the decision to not arrest may have been justified as the College of Policing explained, it is still a relatively low figure when considering the positive action policy on this. 
In fact, HMICFRS also explore this in their report, where they explain that although most officers understand the importance to arrest the offender in cases of domestic abuse but found that the arrest rate in these cases is still falling. 23 forces in the 12 months prior to 30 June 2017 saw a decrease in the number of arrests for domestic abuse-related offences. When considering this, and the limited percentage of arrests in 2022, this demonstrates that there may be a lack of positive action being taken with regards to arresting suspects for these offences. 

2.3 – Why do victim’s often not support police action?
The difficulty with the ideology of positive action in all cases of domestic related crime is that in most cases, the victim does not wish for the perpetrator to be arrested and therefore does not support a conviction against them. This can be for various reasons and Gurm and Marchbank (2020) explain that over 70% of victims do not report these incidents to police for various reasons. They discuss that the victim often will want to ‘make-up’ with their partner, the victim may be dependent on the perpetrator, or they may simply fear of the repercussions if their partner is arrested and then released. 
Another article written by Scott (2021) discusses why it is often the case that victims do not report these cases of domestic abuse. She explains that it is often the case that the victim has been so isolated by the perpetrator that they feel that they have no other person to turn to other than them. This then leaves them in a vulnerable position after reporting this, financially, socially, and then opening them up to more potential physical danger. Scott explains that the victims often do not have financial independence from their partner and less access to a healthy income, and in addition to this, little to no support system from family and friends due to the abuse they have faced. 
Children in the relationship are also a key factor in why victims’ will often avoid reporting the abuse. Scott (2021) spoke with a victim in her article (who remained anonymous) who explained that she felt that reporting the situation to the police would only cause her children ‘more suffering’ and that she “didn’t want to bring any unnecessary pressure on the children from what they were already witnessing”. 
In addition to this, multiple sources explain that when a victim makes the decision to leave the perpetrator, or report the abuse to police, this is when it leaves them at their most vulnerable. Scott (2021) again explains this in her article whereby she explains that a lot of victims feel that they will not be kept safe when the abuse is reported and that the most dangerous time for female victims’ in these cases is when they go to the police. 
An article by the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (No Date) expands on this by explaining that in a lot of cases when a victim leaves, the abuser may follow through with the threats they have made during the relationship. A lot of these threats relate to them hurting or killing them, hurting or killings the children, retaining custody of the children, amongst many other threats. They explain that there are also societal barriers to the victim reporting, even though they believe the threat is real. One of the main societal barriers is the fear of not being fully supported by law enforcement agencies, which would then result in the victim not being safeguarded and these threats becoming reality.  


[bookmark: _Hlk154851828]2.4 – Considerations by police when victim is not in support
The CPS (2017) produced a trouble shooting guide for officers when dealing with domestic abuse cases with part of this guide discussing cases where the victim may become obstructive in the perpetrator being arrested for various reasons. It discusses that often victims either just want support from third party organisations instead of arrest, or they will on occasion try to disrupt the process of arresting the perpetrator to prevent this altogether. In this situation it is clearly stated that regardless of the support of the victim in these cases, officers should be arresting the suspect if there is a power of arrest. 
The CPS (2017) go on to explain that the reasoning for ‘extending the investigation beyond the victim’ is due to the possibility that they have been controlled or coerced in these situations and that deciding to report is often a very complex process for them, which is why the decision should remain with the police. 
In all cases when dealing with a victim, the College of Policing (2021) states that the police and the CPS should be following the ‘Victims Code for Policing’ which is a set of rights that all victims’ are entitled to when involved in crime. This policy includes that the victims’ have a right to ‘make informed choices that are fully respected’ and that ‘police personnel are not responsible for the crime and the harm this has caused to the victim, but they are responsible for not making the victims situation any worse’. The difficulty with this is that in victimless prosecutions, the decision the victims’ choice is not always considered in the result of the report to police. 
Due to this, a different power is utilised and considered in victimless prosecutions which the CPS (2017) discuss in their guide.  The power used in these cases is stated in The Criminal Justice Act (2003), and this explains that a statement made by a victim can be admissible if the person is in fear of giving the statement orally to the courts and the courts allows the statement to be used.  This further solidifying that police do have the power to act on the victims’ behalf if they believe this necessary for safeguarding purposes, even if this contradicts the victims’ code.

[bookmark: _Hlk154851851][bookmark: _Hlk154851856]2.5 – Outcome for victims
Ultimately, it must be considered if the positive action policy within Domestic Abuse is successful for the victims themselves. In a report conducted by HMICFRIS (2019) they assessed 554 cases where a victim had withdrawn support from the case, finding that only 215 of these cases could then be progressed without the support of the victim, and of those 215, only 152 were progressed by the police. This means that the perpetrators in these cases had all conditioned imposed on them withdrawn after they were arrested, allowing them to return to the victim where applicable and the fears discussed by Gurm and Marchbank (2020) may then become a reality for these victims. 
The other difficulty in confirming if the policy is successful for the victims, is that there is currently no way of measuring the outcomes officially in this area. Gibbs (2019) explains that there is currently no study exploring reoffending trends when a person has been arrested for a domestic abuse offence. In her article, she explains that the policy appears to be more to do with risk aversion for the police themselves rather than for the victim. Although she discusses that the police will often use arrest to create a window of opportunity to make referrals to other agencies and apply for restrictions on the perpetrator, she points out that applications can still be made for orders such as a Domestic Violence Protection Order without the arrest having to take place. 
In addition to this a Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2020) was carried out surrounding Evidence led prosecutions in Domestic Abuse cases. It found that both the police and the CPS are missing out on improving their best practices in dealing with these cases without the support of the victim, as they are no effective systems in place which record the outcomes of the cases. The inspection found very few results of success stories surrounding these cases, as they had not been recorded or documented. This resulted in performance not being able to be evaluated for future use or improvement and again not being informative on whether the victim had a successful outcome in their case. 
On the other hand, there have been successful cases reported whereby victimless prosecutions have led to convictions and ultimately long-term safeguarding of the victim. One of the most prominent of these was the case against Steven Saunders which secured a sentencing against him of coercive control and an indefinite restraining order protecting his victim. Herald (2018), discusses this case which was the first case of coercive control whereby a perpetrator was convicted of the offence without the support of the victim. The article quotes David Munro who was the Police and Crime Commissioner at the time of the case, where he explains how important of a milestone this case was in the future of battling with domestic abuse and how this case would send a message to perpetrators who believe that fear from their victims will not prevent them from being prosecuted. 
2.6 – Conclusion
In conclusion to this literature review, it is obvious that there is a clear focus from agencies such as the College of Policing (2015), the HMICFRS (2019) and the CPS (2017) on dealing with domestic abuse cases by use of positive action, with all these agencies focusing on arresting the perpetrator as the most beneficial outcome for the victim. They all focus on taking the decision out of the victims’ hands and are of the opinion that this is the safest option for the victim in these cases, and when reviews have been made on police forces, it is said that officers understand the focus on this and the importance for this. 
However, it is also apparent that there are obvious disparities between this opinion and the success rates of dealing with domestic abuse cases in this manner, especially when considering that although the view is to arrest the perpetrators less than a third of cases result in arrest (HMICFRS, 2019). 
In addition to this it can be concluded that even when a suspect is arrested, there is very little evidence of success stories in dealing with cases via victimless prosecution and therefore very little room to offer constructive criticism in dealing with these (CJJI, 2020). There are also currently no studies surrounding whether these types of investigations and positive action work with regards to safeguarding victims (Gibbs, 2019). When also considering that reviews shows that less than half of cases can often be progressed to a prosecution, and that less three quarters of these cases get progressed (HMICFRIS, 2019), it could be concluded that the positive action that is deemed so important, is not necessarily fit for purpose. 
The conclusion could also be made that the fears victim have regards to police involvement (Scott, 2021) could become a reality based on the lack of examples of positive outcomes, and that although there are policies in place to take the decision out of the victim’s hands (Criminal Law Act, 2003), there needs to be further study into whether this is the most beneficial option for the victim.



3.0 – Methodology of Study
3.1 – Introduction
Throughout this chapter of the dissertation, it will offer a synopsis of the methods that have been utilised in conducting research in this topic. It will provide confirmation of the ethical practices that have been followed in conducting the research and the informed consent provided by the participants. Additionally, it will explore the approaches used to obtain the data for the research, and the reasons behind choosing those methods. 
Research can be defined as ‘a process of systematic inquiry that entails collection of data; documentation of critical information; and analysis and interpretation of that data/ information, in accordance with suitable methodologies set by specific professional field and academic disciplines. (Hampshire College, 2022).
As discussed in the previous chapter, there are currently limited results from the CPS and the police on the success rates of ‘positive action’ in domestic abuse cases, especially those where the case is a victimless prosecution. To help assist with obtaining information surrounding this, research is to be conducted and data collected in the form of primary data, which is original data collected by the researcher first hand (Study Smarter, 2023).
3.2 – Ethical Practice
Prior to conducting any primary research, ethical approval should be sought by the relevant bodies who will be assessing the results. This is done to protect the participants and the researcher when the research is carried out and proves that the researcher has adhered to ethical guidelines (UWE Bristol, 2023). 
This ensures that the researcher will be paying attention to possible ethical issues that could occur when collecting the data, and discussing how they will overcome these issues. Bhandari (2022) defines ethical considerations as ‘a set of principles that guide your research designs and practices’. She also explains that there are several ethical issues that should be considered prior to conducting the research which are: Voluntary participation, informed consent, anonymity, confidentiality, potential for harm and results for communication. 
To guarantee that this research complies with those standards, an application was submitted to an ethics committee which has been approved. This form included explained to the ethics committee the goals of the research, the methods which would be used to collect the data such as surveys, and explained how the researcher had considered the ethical issues that could be produced and how these had been negated. 
Additionally, the application form discusses what participants would be targeted for the research and the reasoning for choosing this sample of participants, how their answers would be stored and accessed, as well as confirming how the participants information would be kept confidential, therefore demonstrating compliance with the ethical issues that Bhandari (2022) discusses. 


3.3 – Informed consent and participant confidentiality
As stated previously, there is an ethical obligation to ensure that the participant’s information is kept confidential and to ensure that the participants are not exposed to any harm that could be accrued because of the research. It is the responsibility of the researcher to ensure that all measures are put in place to comply with this successfully (University of Sunderland, No date). 
Due to this, all responses provided in the study were stored on a secure website with the researcher having to enter a username and password to access the information. Additionally, the researcher would only access this website from password protected devices which were only accessible by them, therefore protecting the participants in line with data protection laws such as the Data Protection Act (2018).
Before completing the survey, participants were provided with a disclaimer. This disclaimer explained they should only complete this if they are a serving police officer who deals or has dealt with domestic violence cases. There was no requirement to confirm the participants were over the age of 18, as all serving police officers are aged 18 or over. The participants were informed their answers were confidential, and that the survey was not compulsory, and they could exit at any time. Finally, the participants were informed that by completing the survey they were giving written informed consent for their answers to be used in this research, and that their answers would then be deleted upon submission of the research. (University of Oxford, 2021).
3.4 – Research Method and Tools
When collecting data, it was necessary to conduct a mixed method approach and utilise both quantitative and qualitative research. Each method has a unique approach and has different methods for gathering the data, with qualitative research focusing more on open-ended and detailed questions, and quantitative data emphasising instead on the number of responses retrieved (Daniel, 2016). 
The decision was made to utilise an online survey including both methods. Online surveys have many benefits in obtaining research data in that they are more accurate as the researcher cannot misinterpret the answers given, results can be obtained quickly and conveniently, and the researcher is able to reach more people online than they may be able to in person (Communications for Research, 2021). 
The survey used some closed questions which were more quantitative in nature, but then followed up by asking the participants to provide more reasoning to their answers if they selected certain answers, thereby encouraging a more qualitative approach. These more detailed responses from participants allows the researcher to gain an in-depth response as to whether positive action in policing is working, and where participants believe it does not work, ‘how’ and ‘why’ this should be changed (Cleland, 2017). 
3.5 – Participant Sample and Technique
Initially it was considered to utilise the charities that deal with victims of domestic abuse to conduct the research required, this was discussed as it would not be ethical to consider using the victims of the crimes themselves. However, due to the difficulties in obtaining a large sample of responses from these charities, and the time restraints on shift patterns, the decision was made to obtain responses from serving police officers in the UK. 
By collecting responses from police officers who have or currently deal with domestic abuse victims daily, they would ideally be able to provide an accurate response on how many cases get progressed via victimless prosecution, because of positive action. It also would allow the researcher to gain answers as what victims’ have told them directly in these cases, and whether the current policies are successful, need improvement, and what could be done differently. 
The survey aimed to have at least 25 responses and was posted on internal policing websites to ensure that this could only be accessed by police officers and not the public. The survey was open for one month between July 2023 and August 2023 and on closure had a total of 32 participants.

4.0 -  Systematic presentation of the findings, discussion, and analysis
4.1-  Introduction:
The purpose of this chapter is to analyse the results of the questionnaire disseminated to various police officers of a variety of ranks, police forces and service level. There were 32 respondents, all of which completed all compulsory questions. Some questions only required a response to give further detail based on answers to previous questions, and of all questions where a further response was required were answered. 
This questionnaire has gathered both qualitive and quantitative data from officers who deal with domestic abuse incidents on a regular basis, focusing on addressing all objectives for the study. 
Some results may include abbreviations such as PPN (Public Protection Notification), DASH (Domestic abuse, stalking and harassment assessment), NFA (No further action) and VA (Voluntary attendance interview). 
Additionally, although question a question was posed with regards to the rank of the contributors within the police force, this has been omitted from the presentation of findings. This is due to their being limited range of ranks who completed this, and it also having little to no effect on the outcome of the survey. 
4.2 Police opinion on ‘Positive Action’ approaches 
To cover this section, three questions were posed to the contributors. The purpose of these questions was to establish how police officers dealing with domestic abuse offences defined ‘positive action’, as well as exploring their views on whether they agreed with the policy on arresting a perpetrator in any domestic related offence, and establishing if they believe other methods of dealing with the situation would be more effective. 
[bookmark: _Hlk154854261]4.2.1 -  ‘What do you deem to be ‘positive action’ in a domestic related incident where any offence has been disclosed?’
This question allowed the contributor to provide multiple responses, which was important as there are various scenarios in domestic violence scenarios. The results were as follows:
[image: IMG_0312.PNG]
The results show most officers agreed that arresting an individual would be deemed to be ‘positive action’ at a domestic related incident, therefore corroborating guidance from the College of Policing (2015) as previously stated in the literature review chapter of this study.  There is however a discrepancy with other responses, as 59.38% of officers deem removing a person from the property where the offence is low level, to be positive action taken, as well as various other responses.

4.2.2 – Officers’ disagreement with arrest policy and reasoning
Question 3 posed the below question to contributors: 
[image: IMG_0313.PNG]
This ratifies that officers disagree with current guidelines in place, with an overwhelming majority of 71.88%. 
To explore participants’ thoughts on this and establish better solutions in managing these incidents, Question four was posed: ‘If answered ‘no’ to question 3 what other methods would you potentially use in dealing with these cases?’. 
Much like Gibbs (2019) who wished for the use of outsource agencies to assist in creating safe space between the victim and the perpetrator, responses such as ‘‘Removal from address and referrals to other agencies. Also, can look to place on courses such as drink and drug course and anger management through VA and court’’ and ‘‘People involved to be separated and safeguarding measures to be put in place as well as DASH and PPN referrals’, reflect similar themes. Responses from participants appeared to follow the ideology that it is more beneficial overall to deal with these incidents with out of court methods instead of arrest. 
Upon reflection, it would have been beneficial to allow respondents who agreed with the arrest policy to have the opportunity to give their views on why, posing a more balanced view of the topic.
4.3 – Success rates of victimless prosecution 
Although officers disagree with the policies in place regarding arrest in all domestic cases, it is important to consider the success rates of these cases. By arresting a perpetrator, this results in an investigation and either a positive outcome by form of conviction or out of court disposal, or a negative result whereby no further action is taken. Question five details how successful the outcomes of these cases are according to the officers who deal with them. 
[image: IMG_0314.PNG]

Although some officers stated that 0-3 cases resulted in a NFA result, 56.25% of officers stated that 8-9 of incidents resulted in a NFA result, which indicates that officers have little faith in the success of victimless cases.
These results are not official statistics and are only experiences of officers, however it could be stated that these officers are most experienced in giving answers on success rates due to regular dealings in the area. The feedback obtained is also corroborated by earlier information obtained from HMICFRIS (2019) where only 27% of cases, where a victim had withdrawn support, were pursued by police. Although this may be slightly more than the amount stated by participants, it is not a drastically different number, and evidences that there are a significant number of cases that are not pursued as victimless cases. 
4.4 – Victim’s trust and opinion
To understand the feelings of victims not supporting the positive action of arrest, three questions were posed to participants. The goal was to determine the victims’ perceptions after this action was taken, as well as exploring the likelihood of victims’ having trust in the police and making future reports of a similar nature. 
4.4.1 – Victims less likely to call police for future crimes
[image: IMG_0315.PNG]

The results show most participants believe a victim is less likely to contact police in future if positive action in the form of arrest is taken against their wishes. This gives a perception that officers believe that the victim is less likely to trust police in future due to their wishes not being taken into consideration. 
To explore the reasoning for this, participants were asked ‘If you answered more or less to Question 6, please explain your reasoning for this.’
Many responses had similar views of Gurm and Marchbank (2020), with participants stating that ‘‘Repeat victims learn quickly what not to say to avoid their partner being arrested’’ and that ‘‘They will think they are to blame for the arrest and will suffer the repercussions from the suspect. It doesn’t keep them safe; it can put them at further risk. Should be judged case by case not a blanket policy’’.
Additionally, some comments such as ‘‘A large aspect of policing by consent is developing trust in Police. If it appears that we are not observing the wishes of the victim, we risk alienating them which often results in them not engaging when required.’’ and ‘‘Less likely to trust police as their views and wishes have been overlooked’’ echo the views of The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (No Date), who are of the opinion that victims’ often do not feel fully supported by law enforcement agencies and lack trust in them. And although some responses which were of the belief that the victim ‘will have confidence that positive action will be taken’, however in these responses carried little detail, and therefore struggled to provide a strong opposition to the argument posed.
4.4.2 – Victims’ reaction to current ‘positive action’ policies
The third question utilised to further investigate the victims’ viewpoint was Question 10: ‘When a victim hasn’t supported an arrest and the suspect is arrested, how does the victim normally react to this news and what did they ask for as a resolution instead?’
 This question allowed the participants to provide a more detailed account on the full feelings of victims’ from their experience, with the majority of responses from participants expressing that victims’ normally respond in a negative manner. Again, both Gurm and Marchbank (2020) and Gibbs (2019) points were reaffirmed from comments made such as “Typically the victim will be upset or angry if they are adamant they do not want the offender arrested and usually they just want the offender removed from the address” and “Upset, annoyed, fearful or repercussions. They often ask for a NFA and frequently beg us to tell the suspect they didn’t make a complaint/ provide a statement”.
4.6 – Victim’s Code within Victimless Cases
One focus area of this study was to explore how compliant victimless policing is within the victims’ code of practice. Questions 8 and 9 focus on this, whereby participants were asked the question and to explain their response:
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Results in this section show there is a small majority who do not believe that victimless prosecutions comply with this section, with responses as to why they have stated this explaining that by ignoring their wishes we are “essentially saying ‘we know what’s best for you’”. Another response stated “I do not believe that it does comply with being victim lead. DV also appears to be one of the very few incidents that are treated like this. Rape victims have a choice in this, and it has always confused me that one violent crime would be treated differently to others’’. 
Additionally, although multiple persons stated they do not believe the policy complies with the victims’ code, they stated that for safeguarding purposes, a victimless prosecution should be pursued, reiterating the guide from the CPS (2017) on utilising the Criminal Justice Act (2003) guidance instead. 







5.0 – Findings, Conclusion and Recommendations 
5.1 Introduction
This chapter will focus on summarising the research findings, as well as returning to the objectives detailed in the introduction. This will help decipher whether the objectives set out in this dissertation have been met, as well as exploring if the research findings mirror or undermine the results considered in the literature review. The chapter will then conclude with its recommendations.
The objectives of this dissertation were as follows:
1) To evaluate the effectiveness of current methods of ‘positive action’ and arresting perpetrators in victimless domestic violence offences.

2) To determine and identify victims’ views and perceptions of current victimless ‘positive action’ practices in policing, and explore the likelihood of victims’ trusting the police in future instances.

3) To explore whether current policies regarding victimless prosecutions in domestic abuse cases contradict other policies regarding being victim led, as per the victims’ code.
5.2 Summary of Primary Findings
The aim of this dissertation is to explore whether current methods of ‘positive action’ and victimless prosecution in domestic abuse cases are effective, and how victims perceive these methods, as well as confirming if these methods comply with the victims’ code. To obtain this, participants were asked surrounding whether they agreed with current victimless prosecution methods and if they believed victims’ trusted the current methods. An online questionnaire was disseminated to these participants, with most participants agreeing with Gibbs (2017) in opposing this policy and wishing the pursue alternate methods, as well as mirroring opinions of Gurm and Marchbank (2020) and Scott (2021), which portray a lack of trust from victims when these policies are used. 
5.3 Objectives
[bookmark: _Hlk154854639]5.3.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of current methods of ‘positive action’ and arresting perpetrators in victimless domestic violence offences.
When respondents were asked their opinions surrounding ‘positive action’ in policing, over seventy percent disagreed with the College of Policing’s (2015) policy on arresting domestic violence perpetrators in most cases. 
In fact, although over 80% of participants stated that arresting an offender is a form of positive action, multiple participants also selected several other outcomes as methods of positive action. Over 50% of respondents stated that a removal of the perpetrator from the property would be a potential solution, and over 25% opting for words of advice to be given to the perpetrator, or to consider restorative justice measures where appropriate. These responses could therefore evidence why police only had a thirty-one percent arrest rate in March 2023 (National Statistics, 2023), and why HMICFRIS (2019) document a decline in the number of arrests by officers in these cases.
Additionally, over 55% of participants who reflected on their experiences of dealing with such cases, believed that only 10-20% of victimless cases resulted in a case having the ability to be pursued against the perpetrator. When considering this, along with a similar figure from HMICFRIS (2019) of 27% of cases being pursued, it could explain why participants may wish to preference other methods instead of arrest and sheds a very negative view on the whole victimless process promoted by the CPS (2017) currently in place. These alternative measures corroborated Gibbs (2017) and prioritised the safeguarding of the victim, such as referrals to support agencies, as well as separating parties to create distance. 
Furthermore, Gibbs (2017) also explored the lack of evidence on the success rates of victimless prosecutions, specifically how few results there are on the reoffending rates where the stance of the College of Policing were used. When reviewing the lack of results of success rates in this area, as well as considering the Criminal Justice Joint Inspection’s (2020) findings that the CPS currently have no method of reviewing these outcomes, it once again backs up participants appeared lack of faith in the number of cases that proceed to a prosecution. 
[bookmark: _Hlk154854658]5.3.2 To determine and identify victims’ views and perceptions of current victimless ‘positive action’ practices in policing and explore the likelihood of victims’ trusting the police in future instances.
To meet this objective, participants were asked questions to establish how the victims would feel about their wishes not being addressed, and instead a case being pursued regardless of opinion. The results from this portrayed a clear opinion that victims are likely to develop a lack of trust in the police and criminal justice system. This is due to 50% of participants portraying the view that a victim would be less likely to report further incidents of domestic abuse to the police in future when their needs and wishes were not met initially. 
Many participants expressed concern that victims often feel fearful of the repercussions from the offender of the arrest, and therefore could potentially be put at further risk because of reporting the incident to the police in the first place. When considering these results, it shows a direct reflection of findings from both Gurm and Marchbank (2020) and Scott (2021).
Additionally, when again considering points made by Gibbs (2019) regarding lack of evidence on the success rates of reoffending in these cases this could indicate further factors of why victims may have little to no trust in the process.
[bookmark: _Hlk154854680]5.3.3 To explore whether current policies regarding victimless prosecutions in domestic abuse cases contradict other policies regarding being victim led, as per the victims’ code.
To meet the final objective of the dissertation, participants were asked whether they believed victimless prosecutions were compliant with the Victims’ code of Policing (College of Policing, 2021), with 56.25% of participants believing it is non-compliant. Some participants also expressed concern that similar serious offences, such as rape, do not have the same process of being victimless, even though the crime is just as violent. This potentially contradicts the idea that breaching this policy is done as a matter of safeguarding.
The difficulty with comparing this is there is little detail on where victimless prosecutions fit into the Victims’ Code, and therefore no opposing view that it is compliant. This is even the case hen looking at the opposing participants’ feedback, with these participants focusing on victimless prosecutions being used for safeguarding purposes and not detailing any explanation on why they believe the process to be compliant. This furthermore provides the weighted argument that the CPS (2017) are potentially ignoring the Victims’ Code, in favour of utilising powers from the Criminal Justice Act (2003) instead. 
5.4 Recommendations
Upon completing this dissertation, the following recommendations have been made:
1) To gain a more detailed and in-depth opinion surrounding this topic and be more representative of police opinion, it is recommended that future research should be conducted on a larger scale, including equal amounts of time in service, as well as ranks. By doing this, it would allow for a more representative view from the police as whole. 
2) The second recommendation would be for the CPS and the police to work with victims’ who have experienced these situations, to gauge opinion on what has worked well within victimless cases, and what has not been successful. By doing this, it will allow for a potential re-evaluation on what methods are working when dealing with domestic violence, instead of a blanket policy on arresting in these cases. It could also mean that although the Victims’ Code is not utilised in victimless cases, by incorporating the views of victims in the process of dealing with these incidents, it would be much more aligned. 
3) The final recommendation is regarding how these cases are reviewed by the CPS. As discussed, there are currently no results on the success or reoffending rates of victimless prosecution, meaning there is no knowledge on if these methods truly safeguard victims, or if they have positive results. It is recommended that the CPS and individual police forces provide figures annually on how many victimless prosecutions are pursued through arrest, as well as the number of times the perpetrator reoffended, and in doing so will allow performance to be evaluated and reflect where improvements need to be made. 
5.5 Final Thoughts
Although sometimes it is appropriate to use arrest as a method of positive action, and there should be instances where victimless prosecution is utilised, from the findings from literature and research in this dissertation, there needs to be a re-evaluation on the suitability of this in other cases of domestic related crime. Additionally, it is evident that current processes of reviewing the success rates of these methods are either posing negative results or are non-existent in certain areas, which is turn is resulting in a lack of trust in the system from police officers dealing with domestic abuse and more importantly, trust from the victims themselves. Evidently, without intervention and feedback from victims on how they wish to be treated, reports to police from victims are likely to fall, therefore endangering them from future incidents, and ultimately negating the premise of victimless prosecutions being a safeguarding purpose.
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7.0 – Appendix
7.1 – Appendix One – Questionnaire 
	Effectiveness of positive action and victimless prosecution in DV cases



This survey is completely anonymous and should be undertaken by serving police officers only who have dealt or deal with domestic abuse cases. The results of this survey will be used as primary research in a dissertation on the topic detailed and the research may be published by University of Trinity St David to view. The full results of the survey will be deleted after the dissertation has been submitted.

There is no obligation to complete this survey and you may stop answering questions at any time.

By completing the survey, you confirm you are a serving police officer and therefore are over the age of 18 and you consent for your answers to be used in research for this dissertation.
Top of Form
* 1. What rank are you?
Constable
Sergeant
Inspector or above
* 2. What do you deem to be ‘positive action’ in a domestic related incident where any offence has been disclosed ?
Arrest
Removal from the property if low level
Deal with slow time
Restorative justice
Words of advice
Other (please specify)
* 3. Do you agree with police policy that a person should always be arrested in domestic related offences? Even if the offence is Low level, little to no history and there is no complaint forthcoming?

Yes
No
4. If answered ‘no’ to question 3 what other methods would you potentially use in dealing with these cases?  
* 5. Where a victim is not supporting an arrest or conviction, how often (out of 10) do the cases you deal with normally end with no further action taken?  
0
1-3
4-6
8-9
10
* 6. Do you believe the victim is more or less likely to call the police in future if the subject is arrested when they do not want them to be?  
More
Neither more nor less
Less
7. If you answered more or less to question 6, please explain your reasoning for this  
* 8. Do you believe that ‘victimless prosecutions’ when the victim does not support, comply with the victims code where it states that they should be able to ‘make informed choices and be respected’  
Yes
No
* 9. Please explain your answer to question 8  
* 10. When a victim hasn’t supported an arrest and the suspect is arrested, how does the victim normally react to this news and what did they ask for as a resolution instead?  








7.2 – Appendix Two – Results from Questionnaire
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7.3 – Appendix Three – Ethics Review
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	SARAH LOUISE WARRINER

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	UNIVERSITY OF WALES


	4
	Campus:
	UNIVESITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID


	5
	E-mail address:
	
Sarah.warriner@south-wales.police.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07494893028


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	

	8
	Programme of Study:
	

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	29.3.2023

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☒	29.3.2023

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	The Police Service and the CPS state they are victim focused in cases of domestic violence. To what extent is this the case?

	2
	Proposed start date:
	22nd May 2023
	Proposed end date:
	2nd January 2024

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
This research activity will focus on three main points:

‘To evaluate the effectiveness of current methods of ‘positive action’ and arresting perpetrators in victimless domestic violence offences’

‘To determine and identify victims’ views and perceptions of current victimless ‘positive action’ practices in policing, and explore the likelihood of victims’ trysting the police in future instances.

‘To explore whether current policies regarding victimless prosecutions in domestic abuse cases contradict other policies regarding being victim led, as per the victims’ code.

The purpose of completing this research, is to identify if the current policies and procedures are fit for purpose, or if the police are doing more harm than good by taking a no nonsense approach, and arresting DV perpetrators no matter the situation. By completing this research, it will allow the ideology to be explored, that potentially the current procedures are causing victims’ to trust the police less, rather than solidifying trust as hoped.

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question
‘How effective are current ‘positive action’ procedures in dealing with victimless cases of domestic violence, and could they be causing trust issues in the UK Police?’

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
The objectives of the research activity are as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk154846929]To evaluate the effectiveness of current methods of ‘positive action’ and arresting perpetrators in victimless domestic violence offences’

To determine and identify victims’ views and perceptions of current victimless ‘positive action’ practices in policing and explore the likelihood of victims’ trysting the police in future instances.

To explore whether current policies regarding victimless prosecutions in domestic abuse cases contradict other policies regarding being victim led, as per the victims’ code.


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

The objectives of the research activity are as follows:

Complete research into studies on success rates of positive action when arresting in victimless situations, by considering how many cases are going to the CPS for victimless prosecutions, if officers believe other methods would be more effective in handling these cases, and looking into the effectiveness of other methods. 

To complete research into articles and studies completed who have researched the victims’ views on how the police deal with domestic related incidents. This research will include finding out reasons why the victim does not report to the police initially and if there is a lack of trust in the police. Additionally, research will be done into the feedback officers have received in these procedures; how the victim feels after action is taken against their wishes, whether the victim is likely to contact police in future and what action the victim wanted taking other than arrest.

Determine if not following the victim’s wishes of not prosecuting and instead arresting for lower level DV cases is having a negative impact on the victim’s experience and therefore is not victim led, as per the victims code. This will be done through research conducted to see if there are other methods that instead used to override the victims’ code, as well as assessing officers’ opinions on whether victimless prosecutions are compliant with the victims’ code of practice.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	
The methods utilised in obtaining the information and material needed for this study will be collated from two main outlets:

Literature Review – Research will be completed online and through studies to obtain details on the success rates of victimless prosecutions, as well as articles from charities and government organisations who specialise in domestic abuse cases. This will allow me to gain varied opinions from a variety of sources.

Questionnaire – Although it would be ideal to gain opinions on the current policies and procedures in place from victims themselves, this is not a possibility as it would be unethical. Due to this, the method used instead will be to send out a questionnaire to frontline officers of various rank who deal with domestic related incidents on a regular basis. They will be questioned on the success rates from victimless cases they have dealt with, as well as the perceptions they have received from the victims they deal with. By doing this, it will allow me to gain information on the victims’ thoughts and feelings, as officers who have dealt with these cases, will have had these expressed to them during these incidents. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Research will take place via an online method and a link will be sent out to the participants, who are free to complete this in any location they wish.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
Research activity will not take place outside of the UK

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	I am aiming to have a minimum of 25 participants.


(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
All participants will be police officers who deal with frontline domestic related incidents regularly

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	I will identify the participants by sending them the surveys directly however all responses will be anonymous


(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☒

	
	
	No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:

There is no risk to participants. All results from the questionnaires will be completely anonymous and therefore will be no repercussions from their answers to the survey.
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	
There is no risk in this area as there will be no sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics discussed in this survey with the participants. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:
There are no risks to the investigator in this investigation.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

There are no risks to the university in this investigation.

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:
There are no risks to the environment in this investigation.


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	De-briefing in this case is not applicable as this is a questionnaire that is anonymous, and due to this I would not know who out of the police officers that have been sent the survey have filled this out. As dissertations are available in the public domain. They would be able to view this after this is published if they wish to receive feedback and this will be detailed to them in the survey.


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	When a participant is sent the survey, they will be advised that by completing the survey, they consent to completing the survey and the results being shared. If they do not consent to this, then they will not be able to fill out any part of the survey and they can simply exit the page. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	I will be utilising Survey Monkey to distribute the questionnaires to all police officers which is an anonymous forum. I will not be aware of which persons have filled this out and what they have said. In addition to this, no other persons would be aware of this. There will be no questions which will identify any persons individually. 


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	

No – Would not allow me to select the No column
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	
No – would not allow me select the tick box.
(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	The laptop used is provided by South Wales Police which is encrypted and password protected.

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	I will have access to the data as the investigator which will then be published in the dissertation, however all data is confidential data and cannot be attributed to any individual.


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
I will have control of the data as the principle investigator and then when the dissertation is complete this will be transferred to university of Wales as the publisher.

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
All data from research is stored on my South Wales Police provided computer which is encrypted and fully protected.

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	S.Warriner
	Date: 23.4.2023




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM

 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      

NAME: SARAH WARRINER
STUDENT ID No.: 2029482
DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: 
Within policing Domestic Violence cases are one of the most common response calls an officer will attend and ‘The Police receive a domestic abuse-related call every 30 seconds’ and ‘1 in 4 women in England and Wales will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime.’ (Refuge,2017). Therefore, it is vital that these cases are dealt with correctly and in a manner where the victim feels valued and respected. The difficulty with this is that according to Gurm and Marchbank (2020) over 70% of victims do not report incidents of abuse to the police for various reasons, and often when police attend a report of domestic related assaults or abuse the victim does not support a conviction or any police action.

The victim’s code is a system put in place to help protect the victim in any crime related incident and is a set of rules that police officers and the CPS have to follow.  According to the College of Policing (2021) ‘victims have the right to make informed choices that are fully respected’, however police officers are taught by principle that whenever a domestic related offence is disclosed – no matter how low the level or whether there is no history – then the person is to be arrested. HMICFRS (2019) confirmed this when they said ‘We found that most officers know how important it is to arrest the offender in cases of domestic abuse’ Although the reason for this is due to ensuring the victim in the incident is safeguarded, one of the victim’s main reasons for not pursuing is due to fear of repercussions and not being ready to end the relationship with the person in question. Therefore, one of the main areas that will be explored in this research will be in low level incidents of domestic related offences whereby there is little to no history and the victim is not supporting, are the police really victim focused in this area if they are directly going against the victim’s wishes of not supporting prosecution. 


It could be said that all of these decisions have been made in order to safeguard the victim and although it may go against the principles of the victim code, the risk to the victim’s safety outweighs this and by safeguarding them it is ensuring the process is fully victim – focused in itself. The CPS and the police have the powers in these circumstances to pursue a process known as a victimless prosecution or an evidence-led prosecution. The CPS (2020) will state that they are ‘committed to prosecution of domestic abuse in cases without support of victim’ and were able to provide several examples of success stories from evidence-led prosecutions whereby the victim did not support. However, an investigation conducted by HMICFRS (2020) found that out of 78 cases which were not pursued due to the victim not supporting, 15 of these investigators had not had any further lines of enquiry followed. In addition to this there is no method of measuring the success rates in these types of cases within both the police and the CPS. It could be said that if there is no accurate measure of how many victimless prosecutions succeed, that the police and the CPS are missing potential opportunities to help other victims and are therefore not as victim focused as they portray. 


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This research activity will focus on three main points:

‘To evaluate the effectiveness of current methods of ‘positive action’ and arresting perpetrators in victimless domestic violence offences’

‘To determine and identify victims’ views and perceptions of current victimless ‘positive action’ practices in policing, and explore the likelihood of victims’ trysting the police in future instances.

‘To explore whether current policies regarding victimless prosecutions in domestic abuse cases contradict other policies regarding being victim led, as per the victims’ code.

The purpose of completing this research, is to identify if the current policies and procedures are fit for purpose, or if the police are doing more harm than good by taking a no nonsense approach, and arresting DV perpetrators no matter the situation. By completing this research, it will allow the ideology to be explored, that potentially the current procedures are causing victims’ to trust the police less, rather than solidifying trust as hoped.



LITERATURE REVIEW:
The main literature that I will be focusing on using will be reports from HMICFRS, the College of Policing, the CPS and IOPC. By doing this, it will allow me to focus on the successes and downfalls of how the police and CPS deal with victims. 

I will also be conducting research with charities who deal with domestic violence victims, which will allow the true opinions direct from the source of those who have experienced them. 

In addition to this studies have been conducted by Birdsal, N and Boulton, L (2022) which explain the decision making of victims in the police response to domestic abuse. This paper will allow me to incorporate their reasoning behind the lack of support victim’s often provide in dealing with the investigations. It will also allow a comprehensive evaluation of whether safeguarding from police should outweigh the victim’s right to make decisions and have control in the investigation.

The Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2020) will also be a focus within the literature that I will be reviewing, this is due to it focusing on the investigation that has taken place into how successful the police and the CPS are at dealing with evidence-led prosecutions. This will allow me to critically analyse the success rates and assist with answering the research question.


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The main method of research via survey that will be utilised in this dissertation to various UK police officers of different ranks through survey monkey. Although it would be ideal to gain opinions on the current policies and procedures in place from victims themselves, this is not a possibility as it would be unethical. Due to this, the method used instead will be to send out a questionnaire to frontline officers of various rank who deal with domestic related incidents on a regular basis. They will be questioned on the success rates from victimless cases they have dealt with, as well as the perceptions they have received from the victims they deal with. By doing this, it will allow me to gain information on the victims’ thoughts and feelings, as officers who have dealt with these cases, will have had these expressed to them during these incidents. 
 

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample for research undertaken will be police officers who work in UK police forces. Police Officers who work in these forces work very similarly and across similar systems, however 
ETHICAL ISSUES:
It is believed that there will be no ethical issues because of this research. The participants who take part in the research element of the dissertation will be voluntarily taking part and will be anonymous when they do this. They will be reminded of this when they are asked to complete the survey and will also be reminded that they are not obliged to respond to the survey or contribute in any way if they do not wish. By doing this, it prevents any ethical problems that could occur from the research undertaken.

In addition to this, the topic that is being researched is not believed to cause any ethical issues as a result of it being discussed.
TIME SCALE:

Literature Review to be submitted by 31st July 2023

Research Methodology and Planning submitted by 11th September 2023

Submission of Analysis of results by 30th October 2023

Submission of Finding and Conclusion by 4th December 2023

Final submission submitted by 2nd January 2024

REFERENCE LIST:

Birdsall, N and Boulton, L (2022). Theorising victim decision making in the police response to domestic abuse. Available At: 
https://researchonline.ljmu.ac.uk/id/eprint/17279/1/Birdsall%20&%20Boulton%20(2022)%20Theorising%20victim%20decision%20making%20in%20the%20police%20response%20to%20domestic%20abuse.pdf (Accessed 19th May 2023).
Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2020). Evidence led Domestic Abuse Prosecutions. Available At: https://www.nottinghamshire.pcc.police.uk/Document-Library/Public-Information/HMIC-Reports/HMICFRS-HMCIPS-Report-Evidence-led-domestic-abuse-prosecutions.pdf (Accessed 15th May 2023).
CPS (2020) CPS Committed to prosecution of domestic abuse in cases without support of victim. Available At: https://www.cps.gov.uk/north-east/news/cps-committed-prosecution-domestic-abuse-cases-without-support-victim (Accessed 16th May 2023)
CPS (2022) Victims and Witnesses, CPS Commitments to Support. Available At: https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/victims-and-witnesses-cps-commitments-support (Accessed 14th April 2023).
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5 days ago

common sense policing should be brought back. Depending on
the scenario would depend on what an officer see’'s fit to do.

20 days ago

Remove from address

20 days ago

CR

22 days ago

RJ / suitable words of advice

a month ago

VA, OOCD removal from area/address

a month ago

People involved to be separated and safeguarding measures to
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People involved to be separated and safeguarding measures to
be put in place as well as DASH and PPN referrals

a month ago

Removal from address and referrals to other agencies. Also can
look to place on courses such as drink and drugs course and
anger management through VA and court.

a month ago

If no level, no previous offences, and no complaint just removal
from the property is sufficient as a first offence

a month ago

Restorative justice or words if advice regarding non violent
offences such as harassment or low level criminal damage

a month ago

Removal from other party depending on disclosure and history
of partners/family

a month ago

Low level can be dealt with by way of WOA.

a month ago

Arrest, BOP and removal to another address for the night, or no
action. People always need to take responsibility for their
situations, and weaponising the police is a ripe tactic for
abusers. We make people more vulnerable when we abandon
basic risk assessment imperatives and bulldoze through
relationships without thought or care for what the best option
might actually be. Every incident is different, and to be treated

__onits own merits when establishing a plan of action.Bv.
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Arrest, BOP and removal to another address for the night, or no
action. People always need to take responsibility for their
situations, and weaponising the police is a ripe tactic for
abusers. We make people more vulnerable when we abandon
basic risk assessment imperatives and bulldoze through
relationships without thought or care for what the best option
might actually be. Every incident is different, and to be treated
on its own merits when establishing a plan of action. By
arresting people who the caller/victim never wanted us to
arrest, we disincentivise them from calling next time when they
need us, because they may be frightened that the police will
cause more harm than good. Cry wolf, basically. We make real
victims more vulnerable, and that includes the ones we deal
with as suspects. A night in a cell is a cruel enough punishment
for a vindictive lover in a toxic relationship to gift to their
partner. Where the evidence goes nowhere, or the victim
doesn't support police action beyond taking theor partner away
in cuffs for the worst night of their life, there is no positive
outcome. Positive action as a blanket rule leads to more
vulnerable genuine victims, makes those susceptible to being
unfairly accused even more so, and creates mountains of
casefile and bail admin that ties up officers and clogs the justice
system. There will be times when individuals slip the net and
make their way back to an address, or remain there and do
something terrible, but the burden of preventing these must not
be so heavily weighted on the shoulders of police officers that
the only safe option for THEM is to arrest everything that moves
because somebody make an accusation. It makes worse cops of
us all because we aren't properly assessing risk when we go to
DV incidents, at least not the right sort of risk. Officers end up
having to weigh the risk to their jobs over the risk to the people
they are meant to be serving and protecting. That's insulting to
the officers, the institution itself, and the public. If we wanted
to keep everybody safe we'd lock them all in padded rooms
individually. The reason we don't is the same reason we need to
have a more nuanced and intelligent (and courageous) sort of
response to domestic incidents, and we ought to be encouraged
to apply our professional discretion without fear of reprimand. If
that's too risky for the organisation then it's a fatal indictment
of the training it deems on paper to be sufficient, and the
quality of its recruitment. The force ultimately doesn't trust its
own officers or its own training, whilst simultaneously
broadcasting that people in messy relationships cannot
possibly handle their own business without the police in its
naked form, which at the end of the day is demarcated
essentially by a monopoly on legitimate use of force. If anything
sometimes doesn't need force to help it, it is probably a human
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make their way back to an address, or remain there and do
something terrible, but the burden of preventing these must not
be so heavily weighted on the shoulders of police officers that
the only safe option for THEM is to arrest everything that moves
because somebody make an accusation. It makes worse cops of
us all because we aren’'t properly assessing risk when we go to
DV incidents, at least not the right sort of risk. Officers end up
having to weigh the risk to their jobs over the risk to the people
they are meant to be serving and protecting. That's insulting to
the officers, the institution itself, and the public. If we wanted
to keep everybody safe we'd lock them all in padded rooms
individually. The reason we don't is the same reason we need to
have a more nuanced and intelligent (and courageous) sort of
response to domestic incidents, and we ought to be encouraged
to apply our professional discretion without fear of reprimand. If
that's too risky for the organisation then it's a fatal indictment
of the training it deems on paper to be sufficient, and the
quality of its recruitment. The force ultimately doesn't trust its
own officers or its own training, whilst simultaneously
broadcasting that people in messy relationships cannot
possibly handle their own business without the police in its
naked form, which at the end of the day is demarcated
essentially by a monopoly on legitimate use of force. If anything
sometimes doesn't need force to help it, it is probably a human
intimate relationship.

a month ago

No arrests often have negative impacts on the Victim and when
they are not ready to support Police action it can make them
less likely to contact Police or tell the Police what has
happened due to the fear of their partner being arrested.

a month ago

Some form of safeguarding at the minimum

a month ago

Separate parties

a month ago
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4. If answered ‘no’ to question 3 what other methods would
you potentially use in dealing with these cases?

Responses 23

5. Where a victim is not supporting an arrest or conviction,
how often (out of 10) do the cases you deal with normally end
with no further action taken?

\ |

Answered: 32 Skipped: 0

0 3.13% 1
1-3 21.88% 7
4-6 9.38% 3
8-9 56.25% 18
10 9.38% 3
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6. Do you believe the victim is more or less likely to call the
police in future if the subject is arrested when they do not
want them to be?

Answered: 32 Skipped: 0
More 12.5% 4
Neither more nor less 37.5% 12
Less 50% 16

7. If you answered more or less to question 6, please explain
your reasoning for this

Responses 22

8. Do you believe that ‘victimless prosecutions’ when the
victim does not support, comply with the victims code where
it states that they should be able to ‘make informed choices
and be respected’
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Offender is NFA'd. Offender learns that they can get away with
their behaviour and victim is also aware of this.

5 days ago

Thay may have wanted immediate help but not the
repercussions of their partner being arrested. However, there is
an argument to say that if it is policy that the suspect is
arrested, it is harder for them to then "Blame" the victim for
their arrest.

5 days ago

They will think they are to blame for the arrest and will suffer
the repercussions from the suspect. It doesn't keep them safe,
it CAN put them at further risk. Should be judged case by case,
not a blanket policy.

5 days ago

Arresting when they have clearly asked for them not to be can
damage trust. Unless there is a clear risk of serious harm the
victim's views should be taken into consideration more.

5 days ago

The action of calling police has led to an outcome they did not
want. Therefore, why would someone involve police in future
when that unwanted outcome is likely to occur again.

5 days ago

If its a reoccuring customer then things wont change. If rarely
phoning the police then it would equal less

5 days ago
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THEY WILL HAVE THE CONFIDANCE THAT POSITIVE ACTION
WILL BE TAKEN

5 days ago

a large aspect of policing by consent is developing trust in
Police. If it appears that we are not observing the hes of the
victim we risk alienating them which often results in them not
engaging when required.

5 days ago

From experience it is not affected

20 days ago

I think it depends on the circumstances of the incident

22 days ago

If they don’t want arrest to occur and they know the policy of
positive action, in theory this would result in less calls from
victims

a month ago

I've chosen neither more or less because in my experience,
victims who call the police and later do not want the offender
arrested call the police in the heat of the moment when they
need help, they aren’t necessarily thinking about the next step,
only that they need intervention now and I’'ve seen many cases
where high risk victims will repeatedly call the police during
volatile incidents but then refuse to make a complaint once the
dust has settled.

a month ago
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Lose faith in victim led

a month ago

They may believe that the police are not supporting them
correctly as they are going against their will

a month ago

They know that the aren’t supported in there decision and
worry about getting there partner in trouble

a month ago

It may make the victim think that every time an incident is
reported the suspect will always be arrested when they may not
support prosecution and just want restorative justice or words
of advice etc for low level offences such as harassment or minor
criminal damage. Victims may fear no support and just arrest of
suspect

a month ago

They maybe less likely to trust the police as their views and
wished have been overlooked.

a month ago

Depends on the reasons why they are calling and how they’ve
built up the courage to call in the first place.

a month ago

I wrote my answer to this in Q4.

a month ago
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Responses

support prosecution and just want restorative justice or words
of advice etc for low level offences such as harassment or minor
criminal damage. Victims may fear no support and just arrest of
suspect

a month ago

They maybe less likely to trust the police as their views and
wished have been overlooked.

a month ago

Depends on the reasons why they are calling and how they’ve
built up the courage to call in the first place.

a month ago

I wrote my answer to this in Q4.

a month ago

| believe that it has a negative impact on Victims and their trust
in Police. Repeat Victims learn quickly what not to say to avoid
their partner being arrested. Additionally | believe that negative
statements and withdrawal statements have a negative impact
if or when the Victim is ready to support Police action in the
future and can be detrimental to the case.

a month ago

Confidence in the police declines when a victim does not feel
like their views and wishes are listened to.

a month ago

A lot of people we deal with say ‘I would’ve never rung you if I’'d
have known you’d arrest them. | just want them to leave’

a month ago
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8. Do you believe that ‘victimless prosecutions’ when the
victim does not support, comply with the victims code where
it states that they should be able to ‘make informed choices
and be respected’

Answered: 32 Skipped: 0

Yes 43.75% 4

No 56.25% 18

9. Please explain your answer to question 8

Responses 32

10. When a victim hasn’t support an arrest and the suspect is
arrested, how does the victim normally react to this news and
what did they ask for as a resolution instead?

Responses 32
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We ( the police) cannot allow significant harm to be ignored.

5 days ago

5 days ago

There will be occasions where the state need to take decisions
on behalf of a citizen if they are not in a position to make a
rational and informed choice but this should be in more serious
cases and not seen as routine.

5 days ago

We go against their wishes and don't respect their rights. This is
down to the blame culture in policing and the very real
possibility of being held accountable for the suspect’'s actions if
you get it wrong.

5 days ago

No, the victim has been clear about their wishes however, it is
an acceptable decision where there is serious risk.

5 days ago

Police are not respecting victim's choices in that scenario. We
are making decisions for the victim on the basis that we are
more 'informed’.

5 days ago
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If injuries and other evidence is present the statement should
not matter.

5 days ago

SOME PEOPLE DO NOT HAVE THE CONFIDANCE OR BELIEVE
THAT WHAT THEIR PARTNER HAS DONE IS WRONG

5 days ago

Making a decision that is contrary to the victims wishes cannot
be deemed to be respecting their choices. When there is the
potential of fear or coercion, the decision to run victimless
should be considered, but ignoring the victims wishes without
careful consideration is a breach of the victims code.

5 days ago

We should always respect what the victim requests.

20 days ago

If victims do not wish to engage then we should respect that
decision

20 days ago

Sometimes the victim is too afraid to make a formal complaint,
therefore, there should be some sort of positive action taken
regardless. Victims should be made felt safe when they contact
the police.

22 days ago

we should be victim led and if there is no complaint then we
should respect their wishes.

29 dave acn
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Victims of DV are often in a position where they cannot escape
the violence. This may be the opportunity to escape violence
out of their hands without the blame of prosecution being on
the victim

a month ago

Gives continuous opportunity to the victim to make a statement
etc

a month ago

Whilst | do agree that ‘victimless prosecutions’ have their place
in dealing with domestic violence, it is hard to reconcile this
approach with respecting the victims own agency and choices.
It’s essentially saying “‘we know what’s best for you’ but
ultimately it comes down to risk and the reputations damage to
the force if things go wrong and the police ‘did nothing’ when
they attended and didn’t make an arrest.

a month ago

the victims safety is the priority

a month ago

Sometimes victims are so overwhelmed and afraid

a month ago

It should be viewed case by case with the victims safety being
more important over their choice to make a complaint

a month ago

There are instances were action by police need to be taken in
order to appropriately safeguard the victim
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Although can be for the best of the victim the majority of times
makes the situation worse for the victim and does just ignore
the victim code

a month ago

It doesn’t comply, however victimless prosecution should still
be carried out if possible

a month ago

A victimless prosecution is not in the victim code, so | don’t
suppose it could comply with such a factor. They choice to
support a prosecution is their right and will be respected with
the expectation that the remaining elements of the victim’s
code is adhered to.

a month ago

Victim isn't listened to however victimless prosecutions are
suitable for higher level offences such as more serious level
assaults, harrassment/stalking with fear of violence,
arson/criminal damage. sexual offences, offences with weapons,
etc

a month ago

If a person has made a decision and have the capacity to do so
then their opinions should be considered. This should only
change if it is highly likely that the person may suffer harm or
injury. | believe that every case should be acted upon which
history and warning markers are considered.

a month ago

At times the victim is clouded in judgment on how they perceive
their abuser, it can take an outsider to take the action the
victim is to scared to do,

a month ago
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2. What do deem to be ‘positive action’ in a domestic related
incident where any offence has been disclosed

g

Answered: 32 Skipped: 0

Arrest 87.5% 28
Removal from the property if 59.38% 19
low level

Deal with slow time 15.63% 5
Restorative justice 25% 8
Words of advice 28.13% 9
Other (please specify) 9.38% 3

3. Do you agree with police policy that a person should always
be arrested in domestic related offences? Even if the offence is
Low level, little to no history and there is no complaint
forthcoming
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It is a removal of agency from that person, by definition, and
ought to be seen in the same light as a s136 or when decisions
are made for people who are too vulnerable to take proper care
of themselves. Victimless prosecutions do have a place, but
only in extreme situations where the victim is truly vulnerable.
In most cases we pursue victimless prosecution based on a
number of ticks on a DASH form or DV checklist, or on the
strength of the evidence and severity of the offence. Victimless
prosecution should be as a result of overwhelming evidence to
prove a serious offence, where the victim's silence is bordering
on aiding and abetting the perpetrator. This is a far higher
threshold than appears to be the case in practice.

a month ago

I do not believe that it does comply with being Victim lead. DV
also appears to be one of the very few incidents that are treated
like this. Rape Victims have a choice in this and it has always
confused me that one violent crime would be treated differently
to others.

a month ago

A victim has the right to make informed decisions and have
their choice respected however there are times where a
victimless approach is appropriate,not all the time.

a month ago

In some cases where the victim needs to be protected and is
seemingly unable to do so themselves then victimless
prosecution is positive but it does go against their own decision
making if they have capacity

a month ago

In the more severe circumstances where victimless prosecution
is more likely to be viable they are still able to make an
informed choice as to whether to support a prosecution or not.

a month ago
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prosecution snouta be as a result or overwnetming evidence to
prove a serious offence, where the victim's silence is bordering
on aiding and abetting the perpetrator. This is a far higher
threshold than appears to be the case in practice.

a month ago

I do not believe that it does comply with being Victim lead. DV
also appears to be one of the very few incidents that are treated
like this. Rape Victims have a choice in this and it has always
confused me that one violent crime would be treated differently
to others.

a month ago

A victim has the right to make informed decisions and have
their choice respected however there are times where a
victimless approach is appropriate,not all the time.

a month ago

In some cases where the victim needs to be protected and is
seemingly unable to do so themselves then victimless
prosecution is positive but it does go against their own decision
making if they have capacity

a month ago

In the more severe circumstances where victimless prosecution
is more likely to be viable they are still able to make an
informed choice as to whether to support a prosecution or not.

a month ago

In domestic related incidents it appears that the victim does
not have a say in how the matter is dealt with as police policy
over rules this.

a month ago
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8. Do you believe that ‘victimless prosecutions’ when the
victim does not support, comply with the victims code where
it states that they should be able to ‘make informed choices

and be respected’

Answered: 32 Skipped: 0

Yes 43.75% 14

No 56.25% 18

9. Please explain your answer to question 8

Responses 32

10. When a victim hasn’t support an arrest and the suspect is
arrested, how does the victim normally react to this news and
what did they ask for as a resolution instead?

Responses 32
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Normally they make contact asking to give a negative
statement. | cannot recall a victim being thankful.

5 days ago

5 days ago

Upset, although with proper support it may give them breathing
room to evaluate their situation and find an exit from the
relationship.

5 days ago

Upset, annoyed, fearful or repercussions. They often ask for a
NFA and frequently beg us to tell the suspect they didn't make
a complaint/provide a statement.

5 days ago

Generally negative

5 days ago

Poorly. In terms of any "alternative resolutions’ requested, there
are too many to list here. That is why such a rigid arrest policy
doesn't work. Each DV situation has it's own unique
characteristics

5 days ago
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cries. cries some more. stops crying then cries again

5 days ago

NOT GREAT. tHEY NEARLY ALWAYS WANT THE SUSPECT TO
RETURN AND RESUME THEIR LIFE

5 days ago

The victim typically becomes either aggressive or upset, rarely
do they show resignation. However, despite this they rarely
indicate a desire for an alternative resolution, though | suspect
this is in part due to a lack of awareness of alternative options.
5 days ago

Angry, nervous and potentially unwilling to contact the police
going forward.

20 days ago

Victim can become angry or obstructive and often they just
want the perpetrator out of the address

20 days ago

Sometimes the victim will become relieved that this is the
outcome and sometimes they are concerned about them when
they are released. It depends on the circumstances.

22 days ago

negatively.

22 days ago

& surveymonkey.com





image31.png
22:22 sl 4G =)

< Responses

Often there is limited reaction as most cases of Dv I've
experienced are repeated victim and this is a regular
occurrence. However on some occasions they just wanted their
partner or family member removed

a month ago

Take somewhere else, CR, Words of advice etc

a month ago

Typically the victim will be upset or angry if they are adamant
they do not want the offender arrested and usually they just
want the offender removed from the address.

a month ago

bad at the time

a month ago

Not on board to support prosecution

a month ago

It varies. Victim may be upset/angry but often the victim is a
repeat victim and will be aware of that arrest would take place

a month ago

Victims may be shocked when a suspect is offender if they
stated they specifically did not want this to happen and instead
they would prefer for words of advice to be given

a month ago
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Depends how well explained to the victim how and why he is
being arrested but the majority of times leaves to and anti-
police response

a month ago

Usually fear of repercussions when they are released

a month ago

Upset and angry on occasions, other times subdued. Often ask
if the person can be just taken away or out of the house rather
than arrested

a month ago

They are surprised and sometimes a bit worried despite officers
explaining duty of care, positive action and discretion of
officers’ actions and force policies. Victims may support lower
level outcomes such as community resolutions, restorative
justice or cautions or fines

a month ago

Generally anger and refusal of any further cooperation by them.
They may also believe that a positive approach may now make
their situation worse because they haven’t been listened to.
This can affect the public’s confidence and trust in the police.

a month ago

At times negative and other times positive.

a month ago

Often they say they didn't know what else to do, and hoped the
police would at most just remove the suspect from the address.
Often these happen at night when family members and friends -

s wrmail A lhavia lhaan tha Amac ~allad Advine tho Aavbimaa - ava

@& surveymonkey.com





image33.png
22:23 sl 4G (@=B)
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Often they say they didn't know what else to do, and hoped the
police would at most just remove the suspect from the address.
Often these happen at night when family members and friends -
who would have been the ones called during the daytime - are
asleep. | would be interested to know the data regarding calls
and arrests for DV incidents across different times of the day,
and whether or not that actually does affect how likely one is to
call police to solve a live incident, as opposed to calling to
report later or not bothering with the police at all.

a month ago

They are normally scared of the partner coming home.
Statistically DV Victims are more at risk when an offender is
released from custody than any other time. | am unsure why as
a force we put Victims in such vulnerable situations purely to
‘cover ourselves’ we ‘safeguard’ the Victim for a short time
while they are in custody then as soon as it’s NFA which without
Victim support is very likely we send them home again.

a month ago

Anger and disappointment. Often scared how the suspect will
react to them once released. Other means may be more
appropriate.

a month ago

Answered above - negative reaction and often just want the
person removed

a month ago

Often a victim is unfortunately a regular caller and is generally
fully aware of the process/ our policies.

a month ago

Most un- supportive victims ask for safeguarding from outside
agencies despite not wanting the perpetrator arrested. Victims
often just want the perpetrator removed from the property.

a month ago
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3. Do you agree with police policy that a person should always
be arrested in domestic related offences? Even if the offence is
Low level, little to no history and there is no complaint
forthcoming

Answered:32  Skipped: 0

Yes 28.13% 9

No 71.88% 23

4. If answered ‘no’ to question 3 what other methods would
you potentially use in dealing with these cases?

Responses 23

5. Where a victim is not supporting an arrest or conviction,
how often (out of 10) do the cases you deal with normally end
with no further action taken?

| | N
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