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This essay will compare and contrast the views of the Moon from three different primary sources, and will be investigated through the philosophical and psychological context. The three primary sources are: the ancient document Tetrabiblus written in the second century AD by a Greek scientist, astronomer, geographer and astrologer Claudius Ptolemy and translated from the Greek language into English by J. M. Ashmand, in 1822; the postmodern text document The Luminaries: Psychology of the Sun and Moon in the Horoscope (Seminars in Psychological Astrology, Band 3), written by the postmodern astrologers Liz Greene and Howard Sasportas in English, in 1992; and the modern text document Astrology for All, written by a British astrologer and theosophist Alan Leo in English, in 1899. All these three primary sources will be supported with evidence by scholars, such as Carl G. Jung, Roy Willis, Patrick Curry and Agneta Borstein, from primary and secondary source materials. All of these will closely analyse the Moon, mostly by looking at its role in astrology, such as the Moon’s principles, function and meaning for people’s inner world, as well as its close connection to the Sun and how both luminaries bring out each individual person’s self-awareness. 

The planets of the solar system have a fundamental role in astrology where the luminaries such as the Sun and the Moon are the primary source in the studies of Astrology. The Moon is the closest heavenly body to the earth and it reflects the light from the sun to the earth, therefore both luminaries are closely connected and bring a special meaning and function in astrology. These heavenly bodies indicate a very specific personification which includes individual character and behaviour. Modern astrologist Alan Leo believed that the Sun is recognized as the Individuality whereas The Moon as the Personality. As Leo described ‘The Individuality, shown by the sign in which the Sun is placed, represents to us the pure mind…the human portion, as distinct from the animal – the MAN. The Personality, represented by the Moon … or the mind linked with desire – generally known as the Animal MAN’.[footnoteRef:1] In a philosophical sense the Moon is simply something other than only a mind, it is connected to human basic instincts, that can represent functions such as need, emotions and all other primary senses that human beings possess. Leo pointed out that there is more to look at regarding the function and meaning of the Moon and the mutual interaction of both Luminaries. Therefore the deeper meaning of the Moon and the Sun is a sensual part of understanding the Moon alone what it might indicate in the persons individual birth chart in Astrology. As Leo putt it the Moon is the second most important heavenly body right after the Sun, which is the most important, the provider of life or the positive element, which makes the Moon a negative and formative element; after the nature of both luminaries is fully comprehended only then without any difficulty, it can be analysed how the Sun influences the character and the moon the personality.[footnoteRef:2] Consequently if the Sun represents the person’s individuality as a genuine mind, then the Moon more or less is the personality in which the individuality or the psyche will be found. Thereby both Luminaries are connected and they explain each other in a particular way. Leo also pointed out that the ‘SUN…as a symbol of spirit, and the MOON as matter, the two acting in unison as spirit-matter, or life and form’.[footnoteRef:3] Here is another point that has been made of the Sun and the Moon working together as one unit. For instance, to understand the planetary impact regarding the Sun or the Moon, as a needs to look at the Luminaries as two components existing as parts of a larger whole; complementing each other. Thus, the difference and contrast between the Sun and the Moon is clearly noticeable and specific however in their truest meaning both luminaries represent two parts of the one complete entity.[footnoteRef:4] Although the sun and the Moon differ from each other with their difference, meanings, functions- they are opposites that are seen as concepts of positive and negative; father and mother, spirit and matter. Despite all these opposite psychological principles, the Moon cannot fully function without the Sun and the Sun without the Moon. Greene pointed out that the Moon is contingent of the Sun, thus the Moon gives the individualities the experiences that are drawn throughout their life time; where these experiences are continuously changed into ‘”my” vision of life, “my” worldview and “my” identity’.[footnoteRef:5] Meanwhile the Sun or ‘inner self’ is contingent on the Moon’s experiences caused out of emotions; as Greene put it ‘without the Moon, there would be no connection with life or other people. There would, in effect, be no relationship and therefore no growth’; and without the Sun ‘the Moon is utterly at the mercy of the body and of nature. It remains driven by blind instinct, and there is no sense of meaning to life, nor any feeling individual worth and potency’[footnoteRef:6] Therefore the luminaries need each other to complete their purpose and functions as they have fundamental roles in astrology; and in order to understand the Moon, one needs to understand the Sun and their cooperative interaction.  [1:  Alan Leo, Astrology for All, (Cosimo, Inc., 2006), p. 47.]  [2:  Alan Leo, Astrology for All, pp. 71-72.]  [3:  Alan Leo, Astrology for All, p. 11.]  [4:  Alan Leo, Astrology for All, p. 64.]  [5:  Liz Greene, The Luminaries, in Liz, Greene and Howard, Sasportas, The Luminaries: The Psychology of the Sun and Moon in the Horoscope (Seminars in Psychological Astrology, Vol 3), (Weiser Books, 1992), p. 206.]  [6:  Liz Greene, The Luminaries, pp. 206-207.] 

The luminaries’ interconnection also brings out the comprehension of individuals ego function in the universe. From Leo’s philosophical perspective there is a great consciousness – all that is in the universe; in which a smaller consciousness of every individual can be found, also called “I” or ego that recognizes him or herself in this immense consciousness; where at the same time the process of development of a individuality or ‘evolution to the point of self-consciousness’ takes a place.[footnoteRef:7] This is the Sun that has been recognized as a brain-consciousness within human beings which is a slightly different interpretation of how other scholars from a different time period represent the ego. For instance, the postmodern Astrologer and Shamanic Practitioner Agneta Borstein mentioned in her Book The Moon's Nodes: Understanding the Dynamic Ties that Bind that ‘The connection between the Sun (Spirit) and the Moon (Soul) is essential for the Ego (the bridge between the two) to manifest its important relative purpose - to bring out the fullest potential in each individual’.[footnoteRef:8] Borstein’s background knowledge in shamanism leads to the discussion about the Sun being a spirit and the Moon a soul, and the ego as a link between both luminaries indicates the substantial of a person’s development. Leo’s and Borstein’s approach perhaps is to a greater extent spiritual and a philosophical comparison to Greene’s. However, the ego and both luminaries connection to it can be discussed also from the psychological perspective; thus Greene believed that ego or “I” starts with the Moon also known as the mother – or in other words when the child is still in the womb or approximately six months after birth, the child’s identity is completely blended with the mothers; and during the sixth month of life this little individuality in a gradual way start to recognize what makes him or her different from the mother, he or she starts to separate the own personality or “I” from the mothers.[footnoteRef:9] This is an important self-recognition development process in the human life when the interflow with the Moon is at the strongest. Regarding to this if the Moon is the mother then the Sun is the father which brings out the ego separation from the mother and; as Howard Sasportas pointed out that ‘the process of individuation is fostered when there is a father around…with whom to interact’.[footnoteRef:10] So if the Borstein saw ego as the bridge between the mother and the father or in other words the Moon and the Sun then Greene and Sasportas saw it rather as a process of separation from the mother as an acknowledgement and development of a true self.  [7:  Alan Leo, Astrology for Al, pp. 10-11.]  [8:  Agneta Borstein, The Moon's Nodes: Understanding the Dynamic Ties that Bind, (Nicolas-Hays, Inc., 2012), p. 124.]  [9:  Liz Greene, The Luminaries, pp. 58-59.]  [10:  Howard Sasportas, The Luminaries, p. 139.] 


Already from ancient times The Moon and the Sun are seen as female and male with their characterised energy and influence. Ptolemy in the ancient texts claimed ‘The Moon…said to be feminine, since their qualities are principally moist’.[footnoteRef:11] Therefore it comes to attention that the extraordinary nature of the Moon represents itself to the human beings, its connection to the female or the psychological and physical qualities of the woman. Postmodern writers, namely environment philosopher Patrick Curry and anthropologist Roy Willis believed in prehistorian Stan Gooch theory of ‘the Moon as the mother of Earth’ that might emerged from Neanderthal people; where these people saw in a woman semblances of the moon, such as menstruation cycles, fertility, death, rebirth and so on’.[footnoteRef:12] The cycles of the sky have been recognized also on the earth: the Moon with the feminine energy within and the Moons energy in females. Basically the heavenly bodies indicated connection to a mother and father, representing cosmic creation of the lifeform among the humans. As Ptolemy explained in his third book of Tetrabiblos collection ‘In conformity with nature, the Sun … are allotted to the person of the father; and the Moon ... to that of the mother: and the mode in which these luminaries …, will intimate the situation of affairs affecting the parents’.[footnoteRef:13]  Perhaps Ptolemy did not mention a self-awareness of the higher self or rebirth of the soul connection to the luminaries however he showed the Moon and the Sun functions as the parents of the cosmic manner of representing the luminaries, such as the Moon; in general: an awareness of natural influence of the heavenly bodies. Also Leo pointed out that the luminaries’ fundamental concepts of negative and positive represents the mother and father, as well as soul and spirit.[footnoteRef:14] Likewise the Moon can be a symbol of the mother.[footnoteRef:15] Ptolemy and Leo have some sort of similar understanding of the Moon in this matter, thus they both see it as a natural phenomenon that reflects its feminine energy accordingly to purpose and function. In a similar way Carl Jung represented the Moon as an archetype of the mother, he claimed ‘Many things arousing devotion or feelings of awe, as for instance… the moon, can be mother-symbols’.[footnoteRef:16] These feeling that have been evoked can be interpreted in different directions among the Moon and individuals, thus if feelings have been associated with the Moon then from Jung’s point of view feelings can be directed from the moon but according to Greene – towards the Moon. As she claimed ‘The Moons placement by sign and aspect, along with the parental house you assign to the mother, will in some way reflect the kinds of feelings you have toward her’.[footnoteRef:17] The Moon in general represent the energy of the female along with the functions such as emotions and feelings, and it does not really matter to which direction it flows as the moon connection brings out the sensitive perception of the human beings inner world. [11:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Chapter VI, Masculine and Feminine, <http://www.sacred-texts.com/astro/ptb/ptb09.htm> [accessed May 29, 2018]. ]  [12:  Roy G. Willis, Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling down the Moon, (Berg Publishers, 2004), p. 25.]  [13:  Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Chapter V, The Parents, <http://www.sacred-texts.com/astro/ptb/ptb49.htm>, [accessed May 24, 2018].]  [14:  Alan Leo, Astrology for All, p. 10.]  [15:  Alan Leo, Astrology for All, p. 4.]  [16:  Carl Jung, Four Archetypes: (From Vol. 9, Part 1 of the Collected Works of C. G. Jung), (Princeton University Press, 2010), p. 15.]  [17:  Liz Greene, The Luminaries, p. 58.] 


To conclude, scholars have their own way to approach studies of astrology and have a unique angle to see specifics, like the role of the moon in human lives. Nowadays the psychological and philosophical meaning of the luminaries has not much changed in comparison to ancient times, for instance ancient texts of.  Ptolemy compared with postmodern text authors, such as Greene and Sasportas, even in comparison with Leo’s modern texts the Moon is seen as the mother along with her psychological aspects, such as emotional experience. It represents the feminine side together with the cycles of women, including concepts such as life, death and rebirth. However, the moon cannot show its full meaning and function without the Sun on the side; thus in Astrology both luminaries work together and have their own mutual interaction, seen as one unit both do their important parts, accordingly to Leo. As a result the inner world of the individuals has a strong influence from both luminaries where they both give a specific purpose and function. Despite the close connection between the Moon and the Sun, the Moon functions are emotions, psyche and perception; basically by combining scholars perceptions of the Moon’s its symbolic meaning in Astrology is a mother, female, personality or soul where their cardinal functions are feelings and senses based on the experiences.
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