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Since the introduction of the internet, different tools and techniques as facilitated and promoted by this platform have definitely transformed the way of learning and teaching. Before the internet age, learning and teaching were mostly confined to specific paper-based formats. However, introduction of the internet has made the higher study areas more enjoyable and attractive while transforming the traditional learning environments into a digital learning environment (Kerimbayev et al. 2020). There is a considerable decline in the gap between accessibility state-of-the-art educational resources and being physically able to do so. In this context, concern is not only whether universities and relevant higher institutes are being able to adopt new learning techniques. Instead, more concern should be paid by educational policy makers to utilise the opportunities being forwarded by this internet age triggered by the advent of technological interventions. 
Nevertheless, with the advent of digital technologies, learning perceptions have been changed radically. Correspondingly, a national educational strategy must keep a lens view on how to keep going with this technological advancement keeping the students, teachers and educators abreast of all advancement in this field. Particularly in UK, reaping maximum benefits from the technology-enabled learning environment has always been a strategic priority and an integral part of national strategy for higher education since it is being perceived by the educational reformers that e-learning can be an indispensable part of higher studies (Ximenes, 2020). It is therefore rational for a higher educational institute of UK to exploit the technological advancement at their extreme level throughout higher study areas to ensure better engagement of both educators and learners with different e-learning platforms such as Moodle. 
Moodle is a Virtual learning Environment (VLE) being used by University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Perception behind adoption of this VLE platform is that Moodle is effective in promoting didactic teaching, a teaching method that is used by educators to ensure that students are being progressive towards active learning from passive learning (Tapia-Repetto, Gutiérrez and Tremillo-Maldonado, 2019). Rationale of this research lies in its ability to illuminate why VLE-Moodle is considered to be a supportive tool to establish a blended learning environment at this university and how VLE-Moodle has supported exchange of ideas and information among communities of learners. 
[bookmark: _Toc60862957]Objectives
Following objectives have relevance to this study area:
· To understand how VLE-Moodle has been able to bring in positive impacts to learning of students at University of Wales
· To analyse whether integrating VLE-Moodle with current teaching and learning landscape has been suitable n promoting independent learning of students at this university
· To examine how use of VLE-Moodle in University of Wales has increased student’s motivation to learn 
[bookmark: _Toc60862958]Literature review
This literature review outlines development of VLEs for supporting and promoting state-o-the-art teaching and learning experiences. With tremendous growth and radical spread of information and communication technology, there is development of a massive interest in how internet tools can be used for benefiting and improving educational processes. One particular resource being offered by ICT is VLE. According to Grossi et al. (2018), VLEs are web-based software systems designed towards facilitating teaching and learning with use of digital tools and digital activities. VLEs are supposed to be virtual spaces that students and educators can utilise to present and share variable learning resources and activities while facilitating constructive interactions with each other. 
Using VLE, students can be provided with a task to be accomplished in their class or at their own time, pace and location. This means VLE can be a virtual learning toll to promote independent learning. As opined by Gulbinskienė, Masoodi and Šliogerienė (2017), VLE is a useful tool to make students effective in contributing to synchronous and asynchronous discussions with peers that, in effect, can develop their positive learning experience. Empirical evidence is suggesting that utilisation of a VLE can bring in positive impacts on students’ achievements while encouraging them to be more engaged with independent learning. In other words, VLE is an internet-based tool to motivate students to learn actively.
There is an increasing use of VLE platforms across the undergraduate and postgraduate courses as this platform can provide several integrative learning facilities. Whether it is an online course or face-to-face learning courses, VLEs are supportive to facilitate both types of learning activities. VLEs are meant to manage learning experience and at the same time, communicating intended learning experiences and facilitating learners’ and tutors’ involvement in the learning process is also very possible through application of this web-based platform. Main goal of a VLE platform is to ease, provide and motivate best-possible learning experiences that would go beyond the classroom. Luk, Ng and Lam (2018) have claimed that VLE platforms can boast a wide spectrum of research further showcasing positive impacts across different learning contexts.  
In this context, Ryan and Poole (2019) have claimed that Moodle is one of the most popular VLEs being used throughout the higher study areas as ample benefits can be reaped from this virtual learning platform. Accessing online learning processes becomes easier with Moodle. In addition, Moodle is supportive in empowering collaborative learning processes. Unique learning framework as integrated with Moodle has made it a suitable learning platform using which interacting, accomplishing participative learning activities as well as disseminating necessary information accurately becomes possible for teachers and learners. As conveyed by Tapia-Repetto, Gutiérrez and Tremillo-Maldonado (2019), higher educational institutes using Moodle can facilitate both blended learning and e-learning. Creation of online courses with different modules is easier with VLE-based Moodle resulting in increased possibilities for diverse learning applications. 
In this regard, Vasanth and Sumathi (2020) have claimed that Moodle is effective in simplifying interactions between learners and teachers since this digitised learning platform allows users to utilise diverse communication tools likewise forum or chat. At the same time, it is conveyed by these researchers that Moodle is suitable for integrating different learning resources such as questionnaires, case studies, glossaries, multimedia resources, personalised tests along with documents likewise graphics, PowerPoint presentations, videos and audios. All these learning resources are inevitable for betterment of student’s learning experiences. However, a contradictory viewpoint is provided by Ximenes (2020) according to which VLEs does not offer any added value to conventional teaching-learning processes. According to this study paper, VLEs are unlikely to be stimulating or attractive to students since they are merely capable of coping with a vibrant and ever-changing online world.
[bookmark: _Toc60862959]Methodology
A mixed method research strategy is followed in this study. Primary quantitative research has been carried out here involving formulation of an internet-based survey questionnaire. A 5-point Likert scale is used to formulate the survey questionnaire. For primary data analysis purposes, MS Word and MS Excel are used. A simple random sampling technique has been applied to select 20 survey participants who are presently studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This sampling method is used so that equal opportunities can be provided to each participant to be selected and thereby, minimising biases in research outcomes (Walliman, 2017). For eliminating ethical conflicts, the researcher has used informed consent so that individuals can be aware of the sole academic purpose of this research. Doing the online survey is beneficial in the current pandemic situation. The survey results are then transcribed into MS Excel to generate graphs. Per contra, for secondary data collection purposes, peer-reviewed journal articles not more than five years old have been used. 
[bookmark: _Toc60862960]Primary data analysis
Findings 
Q1 Doy you think that VLE-Moodle is suitable to facilitate positive impacts in terms of your learning achievements?
[image: ]
From the above figure, it is clear that Moodle is an important as well as valuable learning tool of this digital age. This is why out of 20 students, 10 students strongly agreed with the fact that Moodle has increased their efficiency level as a learner while 12 students provided a strong agreement with the fact that Moodle has enhanced their quality of learning.  
Q2 Are you agreed with the fact that VLE-Moodle has enhanced your accessibility to independent learning?
[image: ]
From the above depiction, it is evident that Moodle can provide different benefits in the area of higher studies. This can be seen through as 10 respondents out of 20 agreed with the fact that VLE-Moodle is a strong facilitator towards independent learning. On the other hand, 8 respondents strongly agreed while 6 respondents showed viable agreements with the consideration that the manner in which Moodle helps teachers to set learning courses is suitable for promoting independent learning. At the same time, affirmative responses have come from 16 respondents who have a saying that opportunity as provided to them by the university to learn with Moodle has encouraged them to learn independently.   
Q3 Do you think that using VLE-Moodle has facilitated to increase your motivational level to learn more?
[image: ]
From the above figure, Moodle is an effective tool to promote a collaborative and inclusive learning environment. This can be seen as total 18 respondents out of 20 have given positive responses with a saying that the collaboration facility as provisioned by Moodle has engaged them to learn more. Moodle can promote facilitative and collaborative communication and this can be evidenced as 18 responses came with positive responses in this regard.  
Analysis 
The above mentioned survey outcomes are in a close conformity to the underpinning knowledge being shared through the previous literature review. Through the survey, it has been clear that VLE-Moodle is an increasing necessity not only for students, but also for the teachers of this modern digital age. The technology-enabled learning as facilitated by Moodle is a clear enabler towards making the students independent learners. Students can access informal learning opportunities through this digitised platform (Chen, 2016). Present context of higher studies in a university is duly associated with busy learning schedules and a student must be flexible and adaptable throughout its learning courses. VLE-Moodle can be supportive in this context. In addition, the state-of-the-art communication facilities as provided by Moodle are suitable for ensuring constructive interactions between students and teachers, further resulting in increased motivation for students to learn more. Via utilising chats, emails and forums, inter-group interaction involving both students and teachers is quite feasible with Moodle as a learning platform (Ifinedo, Pyke and Anwar, 2018). Such a communicative approach is also effective in accessing direct feedback from peers and educators which is definitely highly motivating. 
[bookmark: _Toc60862961]Secondary data analysis
According to Vygotsky, conceptual learning is a strong facilitator towards collaborative learning as conceptual learning can provide supportive dialogues. From this standpoint, it can be argued that VLE-Moodle is a suitable enabler towards conceptual learning as it can provide supportive dialogues via online discussion forums. Empirical evidence in this regard is also saying that VLE-Moodle is effective in making students progressive towards active learning, much required to develop analytical and understanding skills of students. In addition, it is specified in previous scholarly sources that VLEs have the ability to maximise student reflection while encouraging them more in progressive though making and independent thinking. 
Researchers have also found that perceived usefulness and flexibility, two basic features of VLE-Moodle can increase students’ satisfaction with a specific course. On this ground, it can be stated without ambiguity that Moodle is effective enough in providing realistic opportunities to higher study students to practice, recall as well as accommodate different learning formats and materials. Research is saying that improved teaching and learning experience is facilitated through increased use of Moodle, further resulting in enhanced satisfaction for both students and teachers (Ifinedo, Pyke and Anwar, 2018). In addition, participatory and collaborative learning facilities as promoted by Moodle can enable both teachers and students to retain learning achievements for a long duration. 
[bookmark: _Toc60862962]Conclusion and recommendations
From above discussion, it can be concluded that utilising Moodle proactively and implementing predictive measures in this regard at optimised level can enable the University of Wales to reap maximum teaching and learning benefits through using technological aids while facilitating more positive learning experiences for its students. Better communication approaches as promoted by the technological interface of VLE-Moodle is suitable for generating two-way feedback between teachers and students, further making their interactions more productive and strengthening teacher-student relationships. 
However, it can be recommended that management of the University of Wales has to be more proactive in influencing its students and teachers to apply this technology-enabled learning tool as much as possible so that best and improved results can be obtained. Nevertheless, development of strategic priorities and implementation of relevant plans at optimised level need to be a matter of concern for the management. Providing training to both teachers and students how to use this tool more effectively is a close requirement in this regard. 
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