Biography of Antipater

I have been given the character of Antipater, whom I shall give a short biography of his life, including his family, his position in society and the court. Antipater had been at the heart of the Macedonian empire for much of his life, as well as playing a vital part in Alexander the great’s conquests.
Born in 399 BC to a Macedonian nobleman Iolaus in Palioura. Much of his early life is unknown up until 342 BC when he was appointed regent of Macedon by Philip II, a position that he held during the kings absence until his death of old age in 319 BC at the age of 80. He not only served as a loyal lieutenant and statesman to Philip II, but also to Alexander the great up until his death in 323 BC. He proved his unwavering loyalty a number of times, having managed to subdue rebellions and uprisings whilst Alexander the great was absent from Macedon.
From very early on Antipater formed a strong relationship with Alexander the great, having already been a close friend of his mother Olympias. He was also responsible for helping Alexander to rise to the throne after the assassination of his father Philip II, as some nobles were not in support of Alexander taking the throne as they did not like that his mother Olympias was not a true Macedonian. Antipater along with Parmenion set out to make sure that it was Alexander that took the throne, the methods of which may have been them playing a role in the murder of some of the other potential candidates to take the throne. With the result of this being successful and Alexander taking the throne at only the age of 20.
Whilst Alexander left Macedon for the invasion of Asia, he left Antipater as the governor of Europe as well as leaving half of his army in Macedon with Antipater. It was during this time that he faced a number of issues including Memnon attempting to create a factional split within Thrace, which he successfully managed to thwart with absolutely no blood shed. Probably the most challenging of the issues that he was forced to face was a war with Agis, who had gathered his forces of soldiers and a fleet at Tainaron and Crete. Once Antipater received the news of Agis’ uprising he amassed a force of forty thousand men and proceeded to invade the Peloponnese. Antipater came out victorious against Agis and his army at Megalopolis and Agis was killed during the conflict and the uprising quelled.
After Antipater and Alexander the great being such close friends for such a long time, a divide began to appear in their friendship, and eventually ending up with Alexander making the decision to replace Antipater as the regent of Macedon with Crateros. There appears to be a number of possibilities as to why this divide between the two came about. These include what Alexander had to say about Antipater’s victory at Megalopolis, with Alexander describing it as a battle of mice. Not only this but Alexander also became suspicious that Antipater may have begun secret negations with the Aitolians without Alexander’s knowledge or consent. A rumour also began to circulate that Antipater was conspiring with his sons to murder Alexander, with Alexander dying shortly after giving the order to replace Antipater in Macedon with Crateros, which allowed Antipater to remain in office as no one but the king possessed the power to remove him from his possession, and with Alexander now dead, he was free to remain where he was.
Once Alexander had died, Antipater ran into trouble as the Athenians saw Alexander’s death was a call to war, and with a large part of Greece they declared war on Macedon. With such a force coming for him he had no other option but to take refuge whilst he waited for reinforcements to arrive from Asia. They were eventually able to defeat the Greeks once Crateros arrived with his troops.
In 319 BC at the age of 80 Antipater fell ill and soon died of old age, leaving his duties not to his son Cassender, rather to Polyperchon, which inevitably produced a lot of issues for Macedon.
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