Kelly assignment- operational policing
Critically evaluate the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour upon local communities, examine the strategies used by the police service to address these issues. You may wish to consider examining the use of problem-solving models and evidence-based policing.

[bookmark: _Int_Q3tzYUQs]The impact of crime and antisocial behaviour as had a massive rise upon the local communities in recent times with people with children and families worried about the safety of their household and area coming into contact with such ludicrous behaviour, causing distress and affecting the overall wellbeing of residents. It can create a sense of insecurity and disrupt the harmony of a community. The crime associated in communities can have a detrimental impact, leading to feelings of fear and insecurity among families. It is important for families and friends to communicate openly, support each other and seek assistance from local authorities or community helplines as much as possible.

The term anti-social behaviour refers to actions that go against social norms and can cause harm and distress to others. It includes things like vandalism, harassment, or noise disturbances. It is important for communities to address anti-social behaviour and work together to create a safe environment for everyone. In addition, Heap (2020) states that victims experience a range of mental and physical health effects as well as behavioural changes, furthermore on this point is that the mental and physical problems that affect the victim while experiencing can do a lot of damage in both ways. Anti-social behaviour can arise from many factors, such as social influences, personal circumstances, or lack of understanding of social norms. However, by the issue of anti-social behaviour it has sparked a community reaction by promoting empathy, education and community support they work towards reducing the issue within a positive impact, furthermore according to Banister (2012) he states the strategies deployed to address community relations seek to support civility through meaningful interaction, which meaning that the people in the community assume different things that strike a reaction within the community whether that is bad or good based on the strategies the police use.

Anti-social behaviour comes in many ways and terms, while the term can be used in many ways it is still a broad term with an awful lot of categories. Some can include noise disturbances, vandalism, harassment, and public intoxication, these are just some examples of the topics to go into detail with, but this type of behaviour is starting to become increasingly common within communities which is troubling the publics mental and well-being especillay in the online side of it, furthermore Barbarotta (2023) states both recreation and reward are appetitive motives for anti-social behaviour, which suggests that young people engage in online anti-social behaviour for fun, excitement, and social approval.

[bookmark: _Int_YJdw3YnV]Generally, the use of public spaces is open to use 24/7, with people using them for fresh air, family time but also a necessity such as car parks, misuse of public spaces can be a huge problem within the spaces which include parks, schools, and big areas. This means that people are usually littering, graffiti and unorganized gatherings. For all that time though the most usual time is in the night for them to be subject to anti-social behaviour. Some people engage in anti-social behaviour at night because they may feel a sense of anonymity or think they will not be noticed, that is why with the importance of communication from the higher powers to community's and the battle for them to put things and laws in place for the safety of the public. 

[bookmark: _Int_NVLw33SM]This will tie in the efforts from the council and the police to tackle the problem of public spaces, there are many diverse types of prevention of anti-social behaviour but in this case for big areas they would suggest CCTV it can be helpful in many areas and preventing antisocial behaviour providing evidence and deterring potential offenders, it helps create a safer environment for everyone involved. In addition, while looking at how CCTV cameras and how they impact helping tackle anti-social behaviour, in Durham (2022) it shows that the cameras are placed in very convenient places that are experiencing more anti-social behaviour than others and allow the police to catch offenders causing problems for residents which can then be used as evidence to prosecute them. However, there are some issues with this technology not with the fact that they do catch many people, but it is how they are destroyed so easily with no evidence leading towards them as they are usually attacked in the night with extraordinarily little force as they are so fragile but effective. In addition to this with them being broken or stolen this will cause many people to stop buying them as they come with such a heavy price and with them being destroyed people will stop believing in them to actually help but to cause more damage. However, the CCTV cameras do have many positives and little negatives that is why the United Kingdom is the most watched country in the entire world this must be striking positivity into the communities in addition according to Thomas (2019) she said that the findings show that CCTV is associated with a significant and modest decrease in crime with the amount of more cameras there are the easier it is for criminals to be caught.

Furthermore, there are more problems within antisocial behaviour such as maybe one of the biggest ones within communities which is drugs misuse. There was recently a study done by the Gateway foundation (2021) that there is a strong link between antisocial behaviour and drug use. Studies show that approximately 46% of people with substance use disorders have a personality disorder, with 16% having ASPD. Research shows that 53% of people with antisocial behaviours engaged in binge drinking by age 17, while 10% had tried hard drugs. With many younger people starting to try new things and with peer pressure or background problems it is more likely for them to at least try drugs especially with those Statistics shown previously.

However, with the amount of people having an addiction to such things, it was inevitable that they would need to pay for them however with certain backgrounds and some do not have jobs or even somewhere to live which the community looks down on with an impact of them to disregard with no intent to help or seek assistance. This inevitably ties into sexual acts and prostitution in the local areas, engaging in sexual acts as part of anti-social behaviour is not appropriate or respectful for others that are even visiting the local area or that they must live their lives with the people living in the area having to deal with such a disgusting problem just around the corners of where they have kids and loved ones.
[bookmark: _Int_QGxeajBb][bookmark: _Int_D8fg1KBM]With all these problems that are occurring that have been mentioned it always comes back to the problem of the potential impact of anti-social behaviour with many different ways of implementing how they can struggle after they have committed anti-social behaviour. Some examples of this are fear of continued crime this is an ongoing problem with about anxiety of the occurrence of anti-social behaviour in the community, it can lead to difficulties with feelings and does need a constant safety measure. However, Hough (2017) he stated that the more people don’t like going to certain places and that people are afraid of from certain streets or parks, for example, the less protection from these places are more likely to turn people away from their community. This topic then also then works its way into the side of vulnerability and phycological trauma, this would have a significant impact on the families across the community especially where they would pass on their trauma to their children which will impact them on a mental wellbeing side with the children then worrying about their community and what goes on it. Furthermore, Fritscher (2023) stated that vulnerability is associated with several challenging emotional states. For example, it can play a role in disappointment, shame, and grief. The fear of vulnerability is also related to a fear of rejection and a fear of abandonment. 

Furthermore, in addition to the levels of anti-social behaviour that have increased over the recent years it has given rise to the amount of people that have lost trust in the police and other authorities. In an article by Brown (2023) he stated that Distrust of the police can lead to the mistrust from the community and that they wouldn’t proceed to ring or try to contact at the first sign of caution. Police forces that are trusted by their communities can perform their duties more effectively, which in return then makes them helpful to the people that want to contact their local authority's.

With the amount of anti-social behaviour going on around the local community it was inevitable that the police would be looking and thinking about different strategies to target certain individuals and groups to tackle the problem of how they commit the crimes that need to be solved as soon as possible. According to Jacobson (2005) it reiterates that problems of ASB can have a massively detrimental effect on neighbourhoods and how they are very strategic towards tackling the problem towards a better environment.

Some examples of this are hot spot policing which is a strategy where law enforcement focuses their resources on specific areas with high crime rates, its used to prevent and address the issues with criminal activity in more serious places. According to the college of policing study (2023) it showed that These reductions were most evident in specific crime types including drug offences, disorder offences, property crime and violent crime. 


There are many strategies that the police use to combat ASB such as using the POP and SARA model. The SARA model also known as (scanning, analysis, response, assessment) which is a problem-solving model towards tackling anti-social behaviour. These four stages that will be broken down into for the model all impact in diverse ways.

Scanning is when the police or higher authority are identifying and prioritising potential crime and disorder problems this may be when at night people are more likely to commit a crime at this time due to reduced visibility but to home in a specific problem to that community that is happening more than other crimes. It starts with looking at a slight problem that has been causing little discomfort for the public and then addressing relevant information on how they identify the problem and cause.

Analysis is when the police have found the problem within the community and have now decided to go more in depth with the statistics and find out what the cause of the problem is and where is it. In the college of policing (2023) article it states that when you get to that point of the SARA process, it is important to keep in mind that problem solving does not require you to identify and address all the causes that give rise to your selected problem.

Following scanning and analysis we now move onto the response part of the model this meaning that they will be thinking about how they will respond on the analysis of police to the anti-social behaviour that is happening in the local communities, being consulted existing sources of evidence about what is effective and ineffective for addressing the kind of crime problem you are focusing on is some of the questions that the public want answers too but also that the police would also find affective for them to complete while doing the response model to approach the community with a solution.

Finally with the last part of the SARA model it will be the assessment of the model, this part will be at the end to make sure that the police and the higher authorities have succeeded with all the preparation that goes in the model. Making sure everything has gone to plan like they have organised to complete the SARA model. However, POP is an approach to tackling crime and disorder that involves POP is an approach to develop targeted interventions, rather than an intervention itself and is both linked to the SARA, in this case it is linked to SARA in a way that they are both chasing the same outcomes in prospect to the response of a specific anti-social behaviour problem, and both evaluating its effectiveness.

On topic with different strategies, another theory that is relevant to antisocial behaviour is the broken windows theory, Ruhl (2023) stated that suggests that visible signs of disorder and neglect, such as broken windows or graffiti, can encourage further crime and anti-social behaviour in an area, on the other hand as they show a lack of law enforcement. vandalism, loitering, public drinking. Creating an urban environment that promotes even more crime and disorder this was stated by (Wilson & Kelling, 1982). This theory has been broken down as follows in the disorder goes untreated then the public become fearful and start to withdraw from the community, informal social decreases which inevitably increases the amount of activity of criminals into the fearful community.

To conclude, evaluating the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour upon local communities, and examine the strategies used by the police service to address these issues have been a massive help in the step to the right direction for the police and community to tackling the issues that antisocial behaviour endures. In addition, it is striking more confidence into the police but more into the public its showing people that police care about how the public feels about certain topics and issues that they feel passionately about.
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