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Compare and contrast two sky myths from two different cultures. 
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This essay will compare and contrast two sky myths from two different cultures. This essay will look at how the same star known as Algol or the “Demon star” is connected to both the myth of Lilith in Jewish folklore as the Lilith Star, and how it also connects to the mythological story of Medusa in Greek Mythology also known as the Medusa Star. While both of these myths may be recognised as the same star, they stem from completely unique stories from two different cultures and share similar themes of oppression.

Firstly it is important to discuss what different theorists have considered to be a definition of a myth. Plato was ‘the first known use of the term, mythologia meant no more than the telling of stories which usually contained legendary figures’
. Arthur Cotterell describes how in different definitions of the word myth, the connection and cultural mutual belief and understanding of a divine force may be what creates the stories that many consider to be myths or mythologies. This idea that myth can be defined as being the spiritual practise and beliefs of different cultures is shared by many other theorists including David Adams Leeming who defines myth as ‘a narrative projection of a given cultural group’s sense of its sacred past and its significant relationship with the deeper power of the surrounding world and universe’
.

 While many believe they can define myth, there are other theorists who disagree. In contrast to these definitions, Bruce Lincoln in the book Theorizing Myth (1999), argues that there is no exact definition of the term myth or ‘the Greek Mythos from which it derives’. Lincoln states how ‘It would be nice to begin with a clear and concise definition of “myth”, but unfortunately that can’t be done’
.

Throughout this essay the definition of myth that will be applied will be the one of Cotterell and Leeming’s understanding of how a myth is a story created by each culture’s religious or spiritual beliefs. It will also be interesting to discuss the effects that these myths have on how the sky is interpreted in astrology, for example the reading of astrology charts and the behavioural impacts they are blamed for due to them being negatively associated with women.

The first sky myth to be discussed is the story behind the fixed star Algol, also known as the Lilith Star; although there are many variations to Lilith in the sky, including various asteroids, we will mainly be focusing on and discussing the connections of her myth to the star Algol in this essay. Astronomically speaking ‘Only Asteroid Lilith is an actual physical body. Two of the Liliths are theoretical points. The Waldemath Black Moon may or may not be a real body. Then, there is the fixed star Algol which is also associated with Lilith’ 
 The story behind the myth is extremely controversial in Jewish folklore with Lilith appearing only in Midrashic texts and four times in the Babylonian Talmud but not in the actual creation story of the Torah. There is speculation as to whether Lilith was ever previously mentioned in Jewish original texts at all 
, or whether she was taken from stories from other cultures and later introduced into Hebrew biblical tales with a formal name, and created as a way of shaping how women should behave and obey male authority. In the Biblical Hebrew book of Isaiah;

 “According to the "first Eve" story, Lilith was created by God from dust and placed to live in the garden with Adam until problems arose between Adam and Lilith when Adam tried to exercise dominance over Lilith. One story tells that Lilith refused to lay beneath Adam during sex. She believed they were created equal, both from the dust of the earth, thus she should not have to lay beneath him. After Adam disagreed, Lilith fled the Garden of Eden to gain her independence. Adam told God that Lilith had left and God sent three angels, Senoi, Sansenoi, and Sammangelof, to retrieve her. The three angels found Lilith in a cave bearing children but Lilith refused to come back to the garden. The angels told her they would kill 100 of her children every day for her disobedience. In revenge, she is said to rob children of life and is responsible for the deaths of still-born infants and crib deaths (SIDS)” 

 Blood, Gender And Power In Christianity And Judaism, 2022
When researching the story of Lilith the term ‘SHE DEMON’ is regularly used. Raphael Patai in The Journal of American Folklore uses this term to start a very descriptive article on Lilith referring to her as ‘a failure as Adam’s intended wife’. Adam of course deriving from the biblical story of Adam and Eve. According to Patai, Lilith’s origin may not have been from Jewish culture as ‘The main features of Lilith’s mythical biography first appear in Sumerian culture about the middle of the 3rd millennium B.C’ and by the ‘(second to firth centuries A.D.) she was a fully developed evil she-demon’.
 When taking the sky into consideration this legendary myth of Lilith has expanded to almost every culture even making it’s way into modern day Astrology. It is interesting to note how these stories have changed and developed over time creating the myth that has now become a way for many Astrologers to interpret Lilith and her movement in the sky and how her astronomical impact may affect peoples behaviour, ‘The asteroid Lilith is one of a pantheon of astrological pulse points in a chart—along with Ceres the nurturer, Pallas the wise one, Vesta the guardian of hearth and home, and Juno the wife or partner. These asteroids give us information on ourselves in a more exacting, more determined light than the planets.’
 . While studying one’s chart or transits, Many Astrologers use the Lilith asteroid as a way to interpret where the client may express their more rebellious and sexual desires and nature. Alberto Manguel (2019, p.44) describes Lilith as ‘the shadow that proves the existence of the sun’
 as it is important to note that although Lilith may be considered dark or evil, one must remember that without darkness there would be no light. 

       The second sky myth to be discussed is the story origins of the Medusa Star also known as ‘Algol’ in Greek Mythology. 

“Legend states that Medusa was once a beautiful, avowed priestess of Athena who was cursed for breaking her vow of celibacy. ... When Medusa had an affair with the sea god Poseidon, Athena punished her. She turned Medusa into a hideous hag, making her hair into writhing snakes and her skin was turned a greenish hue... The hero Perseus was sent on a quest to kill Medusa. He was able to defeat the Gorgon by chopping off her head, which he was able to do by fighting her reflection in his highly polished shield. He later used her head as a weapon to turn enemies to stone. An image of Medusa's head was placed on Athena's own armor or shown on her shield.”

Medusa's Curse: Greek Mythology, 2022

Similarly to Lilith being connected to more than one asteroid and sky apparition, Medusa shares more than one sky connection. The Medusa myth is also linked to the Medusa Nebula, a planetary nebula in the constellation of Gemini and also known as Abell 21 and Sharpless 2-274 similar to Lilith (1181, h12, h13, h58) . Both Medusa and Lilith are considered to be female ‘demons’ due to male dominant story telling and perceptions, and both are also connected to the star Algol. ‘In Hebrew lore, the star was associated with Lilith (Adam's first wife before the arrival of Eve), who was abandoned by Adam because of her sinister and corrupting nature. In Greek and Roman mythology, Algol represented the head of Medusa, one of the three vain sisters known as the Gorgons.’
. The Greek cultural beliefs of Medusa are similar to the Jewish cultural beliefs of Lilith in that she does not appear to be the victim but instead the ‘evil’ one. Dan Josesph in the journal article Samael, Lilith, and the Concept of Evil in Early Kabbalah speaks about his doubts on the credibility of the story of Lilith, questioning why she is even considered to be an evil character of their culture if she may not have been directly previously mentioned or named at all.
 

Similarly in Green culture, many versions of the Medusa myth tell us that there may be a different original story. One tale tells how Medusa did not have an affair but instead was raped by Poseidon in the Goddess Athena’s temple.
 What is interesting in this story is how Perseus is recognized as a hero for killing Medusa, similar to Lilith’s story where Adam also is looked at as a hero and the creator of life in Hebrew and many other biblical beliefs. Another tale speaks of how Lilith had actually raped Adam during his new relationship with Eve causing Lilith to become pregnant with Demons. But both stories are similar in that the male avoids the blame. And so if Adam was raped, then this would connect to Medusa being raped and yet it was Medusa blamed. But if Adam was in fact having an affair with his previous partner Lilith, the same as Medusa was accused of having an affair with Poseidon, then shouldn’t Adam be dammed to have snakelike hair as in the Greek mythology? Should Adam and Poseidon not hold a demonic star up in the sky for their involvement? The way in which both myths not only undermine but also blame the female characters are similar including how the Argol star is said to then affects us humans and our sexual, impulsive traits as a consequence. On the website www.astrologyking.com, there is a detailed description of how horrific and disruptive any transits or impact from the Argol star has had. Associated with death by decapitation, cause for battles lost, unlucky days and much more, due to it’s link to the mythological tales.
 

        Susan Bowers as a feminist and activist argues how ‘Medusa’s mythical image has functioned like a magnifying mirror to reflect and focus Western thought as it relates to women, including how women think about themselves
’. In Medusa and the Female Gaze, Susan R. Bowers describes her frustration for how myths, specifically Greek mythology has been extremely damaging on how women perceive themselves and how they are perceived by men.  Both myths and the star Argol, are often blamed for darker, shadow traits to ones personality. They are also both often snuffed at and spoken down on as though the women in the myths are still alive today being actively promiscuous even after death, up in the sky; ‘The star Lilith is officially named Algol, the “demon” star, in the constellation Perseus. It was sometimes called Lilith by the Hebrews. Lilith, therefore, comes in many forms: a rocky asteroid, an elusive shadow moon, an orbital vortex in the Earth-moon system, and a star. She gets around’ 
. The phrase ‘she gets around’ not only indicates her rapid movement in the sky, but the underlying tone suggests Lilith being promiscuous when in actual fact this was not part of the Lilith story at all. Interestingly this comment is also made by a Woman author proving how women have been taught through myths and legend to turn against each other, as with the case of Athena believing that Medusa was to blame for the affair or rape and punishing her over her male partner, Poseidon.
Sky myths are not alone in creating a norm for what is acceptable for men verse for women. In both of the stories discussed that are connected to the fixed star Algol, both of the women were involved in some sort of sexual scandal that deemed the star the “Demon star”. However in the original versions of the enchanted myth sleeping beauty one being the very original written by Giambattista Basile in his collection of tales titled The Pentamerone (published posthumously in 1634)
 the King has sex with Sleeping Beauty while she sleeps. In other versions the prince has sex with Sleeping beauty again while she sleeps and she gives birth while sleeping, she then awakens to a baby nursing ‘This version emphasizes the subordination of the girl to her husband’s desires and suggests that it is only in motherhood that she again regains an independent identity”. - 
 One would presume that this would make the king or the prince a villain or demon for such accusations and not a ‘prince charming’ that younger girls are taught to admire and ‘wish upon a star’ for. But because of the myth and the stories behind them, the themes, and messages still impact each individual the same. And regardless of what culture discusses their own variety of the story, the messages are always very similar. Because myth and culture go hand in hand. According to Leeming and Adams, ‘A myth is to a culture what a dream is to an individual’
 this statement links to Freud and his different methods of dream analysis which may also be applied to myths.
 One may even go as far as to say that Freud unintentionally created his own myths when he wrote about hidden meanings of dreams, it created stories and ideas of what those messages meant moving forwards. These stories were then slightly adapted and are still used to analyse dreams today.

Throughout this essay the evidence suggests that myth can be defined simply as a story that is open to interpretation and belief. Through cultural understanding and belief each person will relate to the same character in a different way even though the stories stem form a similar tale. To use the sky as a form of divination, astrology as we know it today may not have existed if it wasn’t for the myths and legends behind the planets and stars and asteroids. The whole universe has different myths depending on what culture one comes from.The sky can be a powerful tool for predictions and readings, or so we have been taught, and the myths behind the stories that we have been taught seem to correspond to the actions and reactions of people and events. These myths are also in charge of shaping reality, perspective and behaviour more so than the planets or stars themselves. Being a fixed star every one has Algol in their birth chart at 25 degrees in Taurus. And Algol has become a feared topic of discussion and star in ones birth chart similar to the asteroid Lilith, ‘Algol thus embodied everything that men feared in the feminine’ 
, But was this based on myth, and hear say or does this hold any truth? The law of attraction is said to be a strong tool, but similarly to astrology it is something that science would deem as unreliable and not proven. But if one should one be told that they may act a certain way due to a planet  transit or the effect  of a star in their chart then it may just happen. There are however, many astrologers who will read and interpret a Lilith or Algol placement in a birth chart, to a client who they are meeting for the very first time and the interpretation will be rateable and match that clients personality perfectly.When studying astrology and how the planets and asteroids can give insight to many different predictions and personality traits, however the ‘Evil’ star will always remain the dreaded one for as long as it holds that name. The question still remains do these stars and sky myths have any credibility, what is it that drives a person to believe in the myths so much so that it is then used as a tool to guide and heal others via their astrological chart by judging placements and transits. And will we learn that through the darker times and traits we may uncover the brightest light.
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