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AIM: 
To encourage students to acquire a broad knowledge of aspects of the ‘Irish Question’, from the 1880s until the 1998 Good Friday Agreement; to allow students to develop a close and critical familiarity with a variety of primary source material relating to the Irish Question and to develop a detailed appreciation of the historiographical debates and issues surrounding aspects of the Irish Question.

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

 • Demonstrate a critical understanding of the political, economic, cultural developments related to the history of Ireland from the 1880s to the end of the 20th Century. This will require the need to identify and critical evaluate key ideas around Nationalism, Unionism, Sectarianism, and Terrorism. 

• Demonstrate a critical understanding of the impact that events in Ireland have had on the history of Modern Britain, while developing a sophisticated understanding of the extent and limitations of this influence. 

• Demonstrate advanced skills in the handling and evaluation of primary source material relating to events in Ireland during this period, while developing a sophisticated understanding of the contextual significance of such material. 

• Critically evaluate various historiographical debates and interpretations surrounding aspects of the ‘Irish Question’, while identifying and assessing contrasting and contesting approaches to aspects of Irish history over the period under study. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT: 

 This module will examine aspects of the ‘Irish Question’ from the last decades of the 19th Century until the end of the 20th Century. It will initially give an overview of Anglo-Irish history throughout the 19th Century, in order to give context to later events in Ireland. It will then chart a course beginning with the origins of the first ‘Government of Ireland’ Bill in 1886, through to the establishment of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. During this period most of Ireland broke away from the United Kingdom to form the Irish Free State, and eventually the Irish Republic, while six counties in Ulster steadfastly resisted incorporation into the Free State to form the Province of Northern Ireland. This period from 1916 to 1923 is pivotal to an understanding of Irish history and will include a detailed examination of the Easter Rising, the War of Independence, Partition, and the Civil War. The Province of Northern Ireland underwent profound civil and economic change from the 1960s onwards, commonly referred to as ’the Troubles’ and characterised by an outbreak of political and sectarian violence which would have a profound impact on both Protestant and Catholic communities in the Province, as well as beyond Northern Ireland. 



Throughout, the module will explore various themes and features of this period in Irish History, including: 

· The emergence of an Irish Nationalist consciousness, countered by Ulster Unionism. 
· Brutal guerrilla-type warfare involving para-military forces and the British military presence.
· The consolidation of Ireland into southern and northern territorial units. 

· Political, sectarian and religious violence from the late 1960s onwards. 

· A series of political initiatives put forward, in a bid to secure a lasting peaceful settlement on the island of Ireland. 

· These events will be examined while also assessing a range of documentary material from the time; including newspapers, diaries, memoirs, autobiographies, speeches, private correspondence, film and documentaries.



Activity type                Hours       Percentage 

Scheduled learning      48                  24 

Independent learning   152                76 

Placement learning 

TOTAL                         200                100%
















ASSESSMENTS:

Assignment One: 
Document Analysis (50% weighting)  
Write a 2500 word commentary on a primary source document related to 
Ireland between 1880-1997.
Due date: 23.59hrs Sunday 18th December 2022

Primary Source Document step-by-step analysis:


This invariably means a primary source document from the period under examination, (e.g article or letter in a newspaper; Government paper; private papers or letters; propaganda poster etc, pictorial source), so the following points must be discussed:

· Who is it by? Discuss the author, and the motives behind the document.



· Where did it appear – e.g. which newspaper; who were the 
intended audience?



· When was it written? For example, a letter written before the declaration of war in August 1914 will need a different approach than one written after.



· If possible, compare the document against others, e.g. other letters that appear in the newspaper, or elsewhere, at the time.



· What is being said – fully analyse the content; this again, could include a compare and contrast element.



Assessment Two 
Essay - 2500 words (50% weighting) – Note: separate questions have been set for Level 5 and Level 6
Due date: 23.59hrs Sunday 18th December 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk81998052]LEVEL 5 - HPHI 5020: CHOOSE A TITLE FROM THE ESSAY QUESTIONS BELOW

1.  Was the failure to secure Home Rule in Ireland prior to World War One inevitable? 
2. The primary weakness of British policy towards Ireland between 1914 and 1921 was its inconsistency. Discuss.
3. Discuss the reasons behind the schisms within the Irish Republican movement following the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921. 
4. Why did Northern Ireland fail to establish political stability in the period between 1920-1967?
5. [bookmark: _Hlk109741423]The Belfast Agreement of 1998 was the result of changes within Irish Republicanism rather than changes within Ulster Unionism. Discuss.



LEVEL 6 - HPHI 6020: CHOOSE A TITLE FROM THE ESSAY QUESTIONS BELOW
[bookmark: _Hlk81997923]
1. Was the failure to secure Home Rule in Ireland prior to World War One inevitable? Your answer should discuss the policies of the two main political parties in the UK.
2. The primary weakness of British policy towards Ireland between 1914 and 1921 was its inconsistency. Discuss with particular attention given to the impact of Britain’s involvement in World War One.
3. Discuss the reasons behind the schisms within the Irish Republican movement following the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921. Your answer should also include an assessment of the influence of both Michael Collins and Eamon de Valera.  
4. Why did Northern Ireland fail to establish political stability in the period between 1920-1967? Your discussion should address the extent of discrimination against the Catholic community during this period.

5. The Belfast Agreement of 1998 was the result of changes within Irish Republicanism rather than changes within Ulster Unionism. Discuss with specific reference to the policies of political parties on both sides of the divide. 








Teaching sessions and themes: 

· Introduction:  Course overview, including a discussion on the assessments, and a ’View of Ireland: Demography, Division, and Threads’

· Ireland in the 19thc: Famine, land reform and the road to ‘Home Rule’ 
· ‘Pacifying Ireland’: Gladstone, Parnell and a ‘Union of Hearts’
· Crisis in the Union: ‘Home Rule’ and the road to Rebellion 
(1) Ireland in Arms: Ulster Says ‘No’ – the road to Partition
(2) ‘Cutting off one’s head to get rid of a headache’1 – The Great War and Ireland 
(3) Rebellion or Uprising? Easter 1916  
(4) The War of Independence 1919-1921
(5)  ‘Pro or Anti’: Civil War in Ireland, 1922-1923 
· ‘An Uneasy Stalemate’ – Ireland 1923-1966
· ‘The Troubles’ – (1) The North Explodes: Ulster 1966-1972
                                   (2) Republicans and Loyalists 
			 (3) Rule from London: Ulster 1972-1985
			 (4) Making Peace: 1988-1998	


 
1. Quote attributed to Herbert Asquith: see Ronan Fanning, Fatal Path: British Government and Irish Revolution 1910-1922 (London: Faber and Faber, 2013), Chapter 6.










SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY (A more comprehensive bibliography will be available on the HPHI 5020 6020 Moodle site) 


D.G. Boyce, The Revolution in Ireland, 1879-1923 (London: Macmillan, 1988).
D.G. Boyce, Ireland and the First World War', History-Ireland, 2, 3, (1994).
Lorcan Collins, Ireland’s War of Independence (Dublin: O’Brien Press, 2019).
T.P. Coogan, Ireland in the Twentieth Century (Dublin: Arrow, 2004)
T.P. Coogan, The Easter Rising (London: Phoenix, 2001). 
T.P. Coogan, Michael Collins: A Biography (Dublin: Arrow, 1991).
T.P. Coogan, De Valera: Long Fellow, Long Shadow (Dublin: Arrow, 1993).
T.P. Coogan, The Troubles (Arrow, 1996).
Ronan Fanning, Fatal Path: British Government and Irish Revolution 1910-1922 (London: Faber and Faber, 2013).
Michael Foy and Brian Barton, The Easter Rising (Stroud: The History Press, 2011).
John Gibney (ed). The Irish War of Independence – Irish Perspectives (Barnsley: Pen and Sword, 2020). – collection of Essays.
Robert Kee, The Green Flag (London: Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 1972).
Ferghal McGarry, The Rising, Ireland Easter 1916 (Centenary Edition) (Oxford: OUP, 2016). 
David McKittrick and David McVea, Making Sense of the Troubles: A History of the Northern Ireland Conflict (London: Penguin, 2001).
A O’Day, Irish Home Rule, 1867-1921 (Manchester: MUP, 1998).
Malachi O’Doherty, Fifty Years On: The Troubles and the Struggle for Change in Northern Ireland (London: Atlantic Books, 2019).
J. Smith, Britain and Ireland: From Home Rule to Independence (London: Longman, 1999).

J. Smith, 'Bluff, Bluster and Brinkmanship: Bonar Law and the Third Home Rule bill', Historical Journal, 36, (1993).
J. Smith, The Tories and Ireland: Conservative Party Politics and Ireland (Dublin: Irish Academic Press, 2000).
J. Smith, Making the Peace in Ireland (Pearson, 2001).
A.T.Q.Stewart, The Ulster Crisis: Resistance to Home Rule, 1912 to 1914 (London: Faber & Faber, 1967) Peter Taylor, Provos:  the I.R.A., and Sinn Fein (London: Bloomsbury, 1997).
Peter Taylor, Loyalists (London: Bloomsbury, 1999).
Peter Taylor, Provos:  the I.R.A., and Sinn Fein (London: Bloomsbury, 1997).
C. Townshend, Ireland: The Twentieth Century (London: Edward Arnold, 1998).

C. Townshend, Easter 1916: The Irish Rebellion (London: Penguin, 2006).
C. Townshend, The British Campaign in Ireland, 1919-1921 (Oxford: O.U.P., 1975).



















MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)
First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•	a clear focus upon the question
•	an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps
•	a well developed and solidly structured argument
•	a good and thoughtful analysis 
•	based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials
•	written with clarity and accuracy.
•	presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)
Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•	some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused
•	some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 
•	a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations
•	a reasonable level of argument 
•	some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative
•	some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography
•	written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.
•	presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.
THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)
Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•	limited understanding of and focus upon the question 
•	lacks structure and a sustained argument
•	some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations
•	tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis
•	limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
•	some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography
•	limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)
Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it
· Lacks structure and argument
· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic
· Descriptive and narrative in structure
· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.
· Weak writing style.
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