HARRIET WADE


Within this essay the writer will be focusing on a country and identifying the barriers to education that the country has and comparing this to the barriers that the UK has. The writer will look at policies that connect to the country and to the UK. The writer is specifically looking at the benefits and disadvantages both countries have. 
South Africa is the country in which the writer has chosen to look at further. When looking at statistics the writer has discovered that in 2015 (unesco, 2020) “20.3%
of primary school children will drop out before completing primary school, compared to 2.39 for the UK”.
Some of the barriers to South African children gaining an education are
· Poverty 
· Poor quality education 
· Physical inaccessibility of schools
· Unemployment
The areas in which the writer is going to focus on it, poor quality education and poverty. (all, 2014) explain that the entry level for primary school children is 7 and that the population of children at that age in South Africa is “7,053,400 and 678,541 are out of school.” This demonstrates that 6,374,859 are in primary education. (Turner, 2018) explain that the gender balance for enrolment within primary education is equal, with “89.7 percent of boys and 90.9 percent of girls” enrolling between the years of 2008-2012. But with this, the enrolment rates hide some other key barriers to learning for children. The colour of their skin. (Turner, 2018) explain “In 2015, 27.9 percent of black Africans were unemployed compared to 7 percent of white people.” This is a key barrier to a child’s education from the statistics (Turner, 2018) has given. This shows that there would be more opportunities for white people rather than for black Africans. This demonstrates the poverty gap from the colour of your skin. Black Africans are 38 times more likely to be in a deprived area rather than a white person. Black Africans make up the largest numbers in deprived areas. Children living in deprived areas are often further away from their educational establishment as they are on the edge of towns and the crime rates are higher in these areas than in the towns. (Turner, 2018) explains that “Many schools are far from children’s homes, forcing children to walk long distances to school. This exposes girls to the risk of violence on their travels to and from school.” This puts children in a vulnerable position. With children often walking alone or with other children, rarely do you see an adult walking their child to school.

 Looking at some of the other aspects that play an impact on a child’s education. The writer has been looking at the ways in which children get to school in South Africa and whether there are means of support via the government to help the children who live more rurally getting to school and getting an education for themselves. One of the articles the writer came across is (johannes, 2018) which shows the way that the children in South Africa get to school. “66% walk” the highest % is with children walking to school. This doesn’t state how far they may have to walk to get to school and the amount of time it will take them.”13% travelled more than 30 minutes to school daily” this indicates that children are doing over an hours walk a day to get to and from school. In the writer opinion this is difficult for a child and often theses are children that are still in primary education, aging less than 11 years old.   Only “3%” of travel is funded by the South African government. This means that for people who can’t walk to school there aren’t many affordable options for them. 

The quality of education that the child is receiving is crucial to their development. 
(generation, 2020) explains about the facilities in South African schools. “4 in 10 schools have a computer” in South Africa. For some schools this may be one computer for the entire school. Some children may not see a computer in their classroom. “3 in 10 have a library” children often don’t get the opportunity to read and only 3 schools out of 10 have a library. The fact is we don’t know how many books there are within that library and whether the books would be suitable and supporting for a child. 
Some of the facilities schools in South Africa have are very limited and often have been created as a short-term fix. (times, 2016) explains some of the facilities schools in South Africa have and don’t have. “913 schools don’t have running water” for this reason children often won’t have a drink whilst in school. “10,419 have pit latrines” the school doesn’t have adequate facilities for the child to go to the toilet. In the writer’s opinion this isn’t fair on the child or the teaching staff and is unsafe for children. Some schools are relying on natural daylight as they don’t have any electricity within the school. This also means that schools are using black boards and whiteboards to teach their lessons and have no communication with a computer. “2854 unreliable electricity and 452 no electricity”

When looking at children’s education in South Africa quite often than children have to pay for their education. (community, 2020) explains around the cost that a child would have to pay for their education and materials. This is for children in primary school. “Most pupils pay for some of their education fees ave R22,000” this is only to attend school, they also have other things to pay for such as “Uniform R300 – 500” For this reason children in a large family often get clothes handed down to them from their brothers and sisters. These clothes may not always fit them, but the parent wouldn’t be able to support more. 

The education system within the UK is structured rather differently to South Africa. Children in South Africa often don’t make it through to high school or further education whereas in the UK (UK, 2018) “In 2016−17, there were 1,012,425
entrants to higher education institutions in the UK” this demonstrated the number of students that stay through high school and move on to doing a L3 qualification or above. 
In the UK there are more facilities and opportunities to help students develop their skills. The writer has identified some of the facilities which are available within the UK. (Department, 2019) explain that we have “4,145 public libraries in the UK” this demonstrates that the UK students have a better opportunity of achieving higher level qualifications due to the fact they have these facilities and most of these facilities are free to use. All schools in the UK at least have one computer to use and the student have lesson through using IT equipment, whereas in South Africa the children do not get the same advantages. Some schools in South Africa do not have electricity, which mean they wouldn’t have access to IT equipment. 

(johannes, 2018) “The 34% NEETs” in 2017 the figure rose by more than 1 million, meaning, more and more children between the ages of 15-24 are becoming NEETS (not in employment, education or training). In South Africa the percentage rate is higher in women more than men. In the writers opinion this is due to the job opportunities that men have rather than women. 
In the UK (Abed, 2019) explain that “The percentage of all young people in the UK who were NEET was 11.5%”. This is a considerably lower amount than in South Africa. This could be due the education that they have had. This is a big barrier for South Africa and trying to find employment or allow people to access education can be challenging due to the location of where they live and how they would travel to these opportunities. 

Within South Africa, programmes have been put together to support children in pursuing careers. Technogirl is a programme that focuses on mainly male dominated industries and offers girls the opportunity to look at these as a career option. (Turner, 2018) has information regarding technogirl and the work that they do. “pursuing careers in math, science and technology — typically male-dominated fields. Girls from rural disadvantaged communities are given priority in the selection process.” Girls who try out for this get clear career opportunities and a chance to step out of the common theme within their town environment. (Turner, 2018) “become interns in various companies and enter a mentoring and skills development program with scholarship opportunities.” 


From looking just at education to looking at a global policy position, the writer has decided to look at the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) policy. It is a legally binding agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child. These areas are broken down into 54 articles which cover all aspects of a child’s life. It gives you an understanding that the child’s need come first and how adults and governments must work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights. The agreement demonstrates that every child has rights. The right to reach their full potential. (children, 2020) explains some of the other rights a child has “Life, survival and development, protection from violence, abuse or neglect, an education that enables children to fulfil their potential, be raised by, or have a relationship with, their parents and express their opinions and be listened to.”
Article 28 – education. It is important that you look at the opportunities that are there within education for a child and how the child gets support through education. (children, 2019) explains how article 28 defines the rights of the child within the education environment. “Every child has the right to education” and in the UK, this happens.  But children in more deprived countries do not have these opportunities as the UK. The UNCRC is designed to give every government a minimum standard towards the right of the child. 
The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) looks at the right and duties around the child. The policy has 48 articles. Looking at this policy the writer has identified that the first 31 articles and around the right of the child. (unicef, 1999) “the rights to live, the right to privacy, the right to play and participate fully in cultural and artistic life.”
(unicef, 1999) “Article 11 gives every child the right to an education to develop his or her personality talents mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential”. Governments should take special measures in respect of female, gifted, and disadvantaged children to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community.

Globalisation has three key areas and in the writers opinion these areas play a key role in the development of education.  (tutor2u, 2018) explains the three. “political, social and economic globalisation.” These three themes run through our day to day lives and connect us to others. If we take the political theme, we see this as the education system is delivered through the government and supports our students with their development. Social, every person has a social skill and globalisation connects our social skills together and enables us to communicate and support others with their development. This could be through talking or writing but with new globalisation this is where technology plays a part. Social communicating with others via a computer or a mobile phone. This kind of globalisation is helping our students use new skills and is enabling them to interact with each other more frequently. Economic globalisation looks at the ways in which we buy and sell products. Within the education system we are introducing this to children in ways that they wouldn’t notice, such as looking at maths and creating a shop within the classroom that they can buy and sell things. As they move up into higher years they will start to look at how they can buy things online and how this will have an impact on delivery and arrival times. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33815340]Globalisation has moved with the 21st century. Many things have changed and this has impacted on economic change. Modern technology, like having wi-fi and being able to travel around the country faster than we have before due to new modes of transport being created. Another big area that has been impacted by globalisation is education. The way in which schools are now looking and competing on a national level rather than a local level. This has now created a league table and shows the difference and variance in schools. This can have a negative impact due to the global problems and the economic issues some countries have in comparison to others. (africa, n.d.)  
Explains that “The 2015 records ranked the UK as 20th and South Africa was ranked 75th from 76 countries.” This demonstrated the difference between the two countries and the difference in the student’s education. This looks at the economic value of each country and the money that the education system receives from government funding against the economic value of the country
. 
In the writer opinion she believes that because South Africa does not have the same opportunities as the UK they don’t receive as many educational advantages and are behind with the new educational initiatives that are being introduced. 
The writer has been reading (africa, n.d.)  and believes this demonstrates the way in which the UK are a head with the time and that South Africa are not. 

“Globalisation has a major impact on the economy, so the sorts of jobs that the education system needs to prepare pupils for, changes. Therefore, the education system needs to keep up with this.”  From looking at South Africa and the education system that is in place, the writer feels that this information is very fitting with demonstrating how much further along the UK is in comparison to South Africa. 
The writer believes that the UK take many things for granted and often people do not understand the advantages the country has and how the education system and the school facilities all enable children to learn. South Africa are grateful for any opportunities that they can get. 

Further to the disadvantages these countries have, they also have advantages. In South Africa you know that the children who are coming to school are making a large effort to attend. They therefore want to learn and improve themselves. Not all children will attend school, but those that do are there to learn and progress. 
 
In the writer opinion the findings are that both education systems are working and are giving children the best opportunities to succeed in education and are giving them the tools to develop into higher and further education. The barriers can be hard to work with, but each country is aware of the way in which they are able to support the student.  Barriers in the writer opinion are there, but can be overcome by support and ensuring the correct plans are in place. Therefore, policies and procedures must be put in place. Within South Africa the barriers may be difficult and more numerous, however they are still finding ways in which to teach children and to give them the best education they possible can. 
Within this essay the writer has looked at the barriers to education and the wider barriers that South Africa have and how these barriers effect the future. The writer has also compared the different opportunities that UK have and the barriers that the UK face to education. Looking at some of the policies the writer can relate to both the UK and South Africa and comparing how each country deals with these barriers differently to fulfil their needs.  With this in mind the writer has identified ways in which the country can support each other and the ways in which the country can grow to improve. The economy plays a vital role in the way the countries have been developed through time and the writer has investigated this and has identified how the economy has impacted both countries. When looking at both countries it was important to the writer that she mentioned some of the facilities that the UK take for granted and how South Africa does not have nearly as many facilities as the UK, yet they are still achieving success with their education system. The writer also considered the impact that colour and location to the school facility had on learning. In South Africa children often have to walk long distances to school as transport is not available, this is not the same in the UK. Within the essay the writer looked at globalisation and the three areas within globalisation and the ways in which they are getting used and taught within schools and the impact this may have on them. Looking at how globalisation has changed through the years to get to the 21st century. This then looks at how both countries use theses. Identifying key advantages and how each country has advantages to the way their education system is ran. Each system works for the way their country is organised and the support that each school can give the students. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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