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Revision Exercise 3 p. 222

Kumnotag eotiv avre Mueivne. Kuwvnoiag BadiCet mpog v
AKQOTIOALV.

QL YUVAIKEG €L0LV €V TT) AKQOTIOAEL Al Yuvalkeg Bowatv.

OL AVOEG TAG HAXAS LAXOVTAL Ol vOQEG OVK €0EAOVOLY

OLOA WS TOV TIOAEUOV KATAAVOAL.
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Revision Exercise 3 p. 222

TL E0TL TOUTO; Tt €0EAELC Aéyery;

al yvvaikeg €0eAovoty akoveLv Tovg AOYOUG.
ToUG AOYoug Aéyetr AvoloToatn.

AL YOAES £XOVOL TNV AKQOTIOALY. £YW TAS YOXUG

LOelv duvaual.
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Genitive absolute

* The genitive case used here has no particular
case-based meaning: it serves only as a
means to identify and bring together the two
parts of the genitive absolute

* Used to abbreviate a longer clause where
simply attaching another participle to a noun
already used in the sentence is not possible




Genitive absolute

* Lys. 1.11: mpolovtog d¢ ToU X0OVOU, W AVOQEG,
NKov €& aypov. ‘As time passed, gentlemen, I
came from the fields.’

* Lys. 1.20: kat @eopo@ololg ¢1ov €V ayQ@ OVTOC,
WXETO €lg To LeEov. ‘And when I was in the fields

during the Thesmophoria, she went to the temple.’




Genitive absolute

* The noun involved in the genitive absolute
cannot be used in any other syntactical function
in the clause

— E.g. if you need to use ‘Socrates’ as the direct object,
you cannot also use him within the genitive absolute
‘Absolute’ here means that it is isolated from the
rest of the clause; it can be removed without
atfecting the syntax of the rest of the clause




Genitive absolute: parts

The genitive absolute normally has two key parts:
— One noun [or pronoun] in the genitive
— One participle in the genitive
The tense of the participle is often important:
— present participle for action concurrent with main verb action;
— aorist participle for action preceding the main verb action...

...but use the same caution as for other participles in how
strongly you render this in translation

Occasionally, the noun is left out — only possible when no risk
of confusion or when the verb normally stands without an
explicitly stated subject
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Examples

* RG 223: keAevovtog Tov k1ovkog, Tt pévels; “With the herald
giving orders, why are you waiting?’
— The herald is not mentioned in the main part of the sentence, so
genitive absolute is the only possible solution (if we want to use
a participle)
TWV AAAWV TOAEUOVVTWYV, €Y@ AVTOG 0L TOAEUNOW,
aAA elponvnv alw “although the others fight, I myself will not
fight, but live in peace’

— concessive sense possible; also possible just to read the genitive
absolute as a time reference

Oecopévov Ty etalpwv mMOAAT @uAovikia eytyveto ‘Because
their comrades were watching, a great strife for victory arose.’

— Here, too, the genitive absolute describes the action of
someone(s) not mentioned in the rest of the sentence
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Adverb comparison

For the comparison of adverbs, the
adjective’s accusative neuter singular
(comparative) and the accusative neuter
plural (superlative) forms double as
adverbs

...but note the irregular uaAa (very),
uaAAov (more, rather more), and paAiota
(much, very much)
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RG 11, Ex. 11.3

* Begin by translating the eight sentences.

* Then decide how they would be
transformed into genitive absolute
constructions (which could be tagged on
to another sentence).

* Look out for voice — you have both active,
middle and passive verb forms here!




U@V €S TNV AKQOTIOALV (PUYOVTWV

NKOLVOAVTWV TWV AOYWV TWV QNTOQWV

OOL ULV T olta OOVTOG / TV OLTWV VT
OOL DOUEVWV

TWV AAAWV TTIOAEULOVVTWV

TG TTOAEWG ADIKELHUEVTIS VTIO TWV

O1)TOQWV
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